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The Day of Atonement
Read Leviticus chapter 16 and Leviticus 23: 26 - 32

Chapter 23 of Leviticus tells about the seven feasts of the Lord. These are 1.  The Sabbath, 2.
Passover, 3.  The Feast of Firstfruits, 4.  The Feasts of Weeks, 5. The Feast of Trumpets, 6. The
Day of Atonement and 7.  The Feast of Tabernacles.

Yom Kippur or Day of Atonement was the most important day of the Jewish calendar.  God said
that it should be observed on the tenth day of the seventh month (Leviticus 23: 27).  Today, it
is observed on the tenth day of the first month, Tishri (September/October)  Tishri is the seventh
month of the Jewish religious calendar, and also the first month of the Jewish civil calendar.  It
is observed for one day only.

Originally it was celebrated as a joyful celebration, but in modern times it is a solemn day.  It
was joyful over the forgiveness of their sins.  There was an interesting custom in earlier days in
which all the Jewish maidens dressed in white and went to the vineyards where they danced
together.  The young, single males looked on and chose the maidens they liked for future
betrothals.

The fiftieth year or the year of jubilee was announced on Yom Kippur by blowing of the trumpets.

Leviticus 23: 27 - "... you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the Lord."
Leviticus 16: 29 - "...you shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all..."  This meant that the
people were to humble themselves, put themselves into proper perspective, to recognize their
spiritual bankruptcy and acknowledge their total dependence upon God.  The children of Israel
understood this in terms of abstinence, particularly abstinence from food.  By the second temple
period it was common practice to fast for 24 hours, and that continues to this day.

The High Priest began preparing for Yom Kippur seven days in advance..  He was taken aside and
drilled on the assignments for that important day.  There was a lot for him to remember and he
had to do it alone.  They did not want him to make a mistake or to forget even one part of the
lengthy procedures.  If he did things in the wrong order, he would have to start all over again.

The elders of the Sanhedrin started to deprive the High Priest of food early on the day before
Yom Kippur began at sundown.  The High Priest was kept awake all night.  Other priests read to
him from Scripture, snapped their fingers and declared, "Master!  High Priest!  Rise up and stand
upon the floor!"  The priests served barefoot, so standing and walking on the cold marble floor
would rouse him from his sleepiness..

A linen sheet was hung on the roof of a chamber on the north side of the Temple Court.  Behind
this sheet, the High Priest changed his clothes and immersed himself in water five times. Before
the Day of Atonement sacrifices began, the High Priest was required to perform the daily Temple
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obligations.  So he removed his personal clothing, immersed himself in the water and then put on
the golden garments.

Then he washed his hands and feet from a golden jug (something he would do a total of ten
times on this day). Then he offered the daily whole offering as described in Numbers 28: 1-8.
Then he burned the morning incense and trimmed the wicks of the Temple lamps.  Exodus 30:7.

Then he washed his hands and feet the second time.  Leviticus 16: 4 - "He shall put the holy
linen tunic and the linen trousers on his body; he shall be girdled with a linen sash, and with the
linen turban he shall be attired.  Therefore, he shall wash his body in water, and put them on."  He
removed the golden garments and put on the white garments.

Sin Offering for the High Priest

Leviticus 16: 3. Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place:  with the blood of a young bull as a
sin offering and of a ram as a burnt offering."

Leviticus 16: 5.  Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house."

Because he was making atonement for himself and for his household, the bull that he offered had
to be his personal property.

The High Priest came near to the animal and facing the sanctuary, he placed his two hands on the
bull's head between its horns and made his confession.

"I beseech you, O LORD;

I have sinned, rebelled, and transgressed against You,

I, and my household;

I beseech You, O LORD,

Grant atonement for the sins,

and for the iniquities and transgressions

which I have committed against You,

I, and my household.

As it is written in the Torah

of Your servant, Moses;

For on this day

atonement shall be made for you,

to purify you from all your sins

---before the LORD you shall be purified."

During the prayers on this, the High Priest would utter the ineffable (not to be spoken) name of
God known as the Tetragrammaton, which was made up of four letters that are transliterated as
YHWH.  In Hebrew, this is known as God's "proper name" and denotes the Holy One as the
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ultimate source of all existence.  This most holy name was not pronounced as it was written, and
not at all outside of the Holy Temple.  However, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest would
utter it ten times.  Three of these would be during his confession and when the congregation,
assembled in the court, heard the holy name of God spoken by the High Priest, they responded,
"Blessed be the Name of His glorious kingdom, for ever and ever." Deuteronomy 32: 3.

The High Priest, after making his confession, walked to the eastern section of the court and faced
the entrance.  Two men accompanied him.  On his right was his "assistant", the priest who would
act as his stand-in, if the High Priest should be rendered unfit.  On his left, was the head of the
family clan that was responsible for the service in the temple on that day of the week.

North of the altar, two goats were placed in preparation of the lottery.  Leviticus 16: 5-8  Both of
these goats were to used as an sin offering, but in different ways.  A wooden lottery box was kept
there with two lots.  Originally the lots were made of wood, probably boxwood, but during the
term of the High Priest, Yehoshua ben Gamla, they were prepared from gold, to increase the
honor of the holy day.  On one of the lots was written, "For the Lord," and on the other was
written "Azazel", which is the Hebrew for scapegoat.  Azazel is actually the name of the place to
which the scapegoat was sent, a high, rocky precipice in the Judean desert from which the goat
was cast to its death.

The High Priest thrust his hands into the lottery box and stirred the lots with his hands and then
withdrew his hands with one of the lots held by each hand.  Then he placed these lots on the heads
of the two goats between their horns.  He placed his right hand on the goat to his right and his left
hand on the goat to his left.  When he placed the lot that read, "For the Lord", he recited aloud
the words, "For the LORD, a sin offering.", once again pronouncing the ineffable name of God.
All the priest and Israelites present repeated the verse, "Blessed be the Name..."

Then the High Priest tied a length of wool, dyed red, between the horns of the scapegoat and
another length of wool, dyed red, around the neck of the goat which was to be sacrificed.  Isaiah
1:18 "...though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool..."

Then the High Priest left the goats and proceeded with other aspects in the ritual.  He would
return to the goats later.

The High Priest came near to his own offering, the bull.  He confessed over the animal again, but
this time he confessed in behalf of his fellow priests.  He placed his hands on the animal's head
between its horns and spoke the ineffable name of God again in this confession.

Next the High Priest killed the bull, collecting the animal's blood in the mizrak, which he then
gave to another priest to hold and stir to prevent it from coagulating.  This other priest stood
outside the entrance to the sanctuary waiting for the High Priest to return after he did the next
step.

The High Priest then went to the brazen altar in the court carrying a long-handled incense shovel.
He stirred the fire with the shovel and gathered some of the burning coals from the middle of
the fire into the shovel.  The High Priest returned to the other priest who was holding the mizrak.
He placed the incense shovel and its coals on the floor, next to him.
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Leviticus 16: 12.  "Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar before
the LORD, with  his hands full of sweet incense beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil."

After he had placed the shovelful of burning coals on the floor, other priests brought him a large
golden spoon, something like a small cup with a long handle.  This was brought from the
Chamber of Vessels.  They also brought him a golden shovel filled with finely ground incense,
which was brought from the chamber of the Atvinas family where the incense was prepared.

Then the High Priest would place the incense into the golden spoon, holding it with his left hand
and using his right hand to pick up the censer full of burning coals from the floor.  Carrying the
spoonful of incense and the shovel of coals, he entered the Sanctuary (the Holy Place of the
Temple).  He went up to the veil which separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.

There were actually two veils in front of the Holy of Holies.   In the first temple (Solomon's), a
wall the thickness of one amah divided the two areas.  In the Second Temple two curtains once
again separated them, as in the days of the Tabernacle.  The distance between the curtains was
one amah, like the wall which stood in Solomon's Temple. The Talmud states that it was not
known whether the veil in Solomon's Temple hung inside or outside the entrance to the Holy of
Holies.  According to Maimonides there was no wall between the Holy Place and the Holy of
Holies, but a space of one cubit was assigned to where the veil was hung.  Since the priests in
Herod's time did not know on which side of the cubit the veil was hung, they hung two veils, one
nearer the Holy Place and the other nearer the Holy of Holies.  According to the Talmud, the veils
were 60 feet long and 30 feet wide and the thickness of a man's palm, about 4 inches.  It was
made up of 72 squares that were sewn together.  The veils were so heavy that it took 300 priests
to hang them up.

One end of each of these two curtains was folded over on the outside and pinned up by a golden
clasp, the outer curtain on the southern side and the inner curtain on the northern side.  Thus an
aisle formed between the two curtains and the High Priest carrying the golden spoon and shovel
walked between the two curtains until he reached the northern side of the inner curtain where it
was held open.

Then he turned and faced south and walked with the curtain on his left until he reached the center
of the room to stand in the place known as "between the poles".  However in the days of the
Second Temple, the Holy of Holies was empty.

Within the Holy of Holies on Mount Moriah was the "Foundation Stone."  This jutted up the
width of three fingerbreadths above the ground and when the ark was present, it sat upon this
stone.

When the Ark of the Covenant was present during the Tabernacle and First Temple periods, the
High Priest faced the Ark of the Covenant and put the shovel of coals down, directly between
the two poles.  During the Second Temple period he would put it down on the Foundation Stone.

Then he took the incense powder from the spoon into his hands---for when he placed the incense
on the coals, it had to be directly from his palms, the "double handful."   He placed the incense
powder onto the coals in the shovel, on the side of the shovel away from him, so that he would
not be burned as the flames ignited.  He then waited while the entire chamber filled with smoke.
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He had now finished the Yom Kippur incense offering and so he left the Holy of Holies being
careful not to turn his back upon it. He returned to the priest who was waiting for him outside the
entrance since the bull had been slaughtered, holding the mizrak with the blood and keeping it
stirred and moving.  If the blood were allowed to coagulate it would be contaminated and
unusable.

The High Priest took the mizrak with the blood and re-entered the Holy of Holies.  Reaching
the place between the poles, he took some of the blood  and with his forefinger sprinkled it above
the east side of the ark cover.  He left the Holy of Holies, again not turning his back to it, and
placed the vessel of  blood upon a stand within the Sanctuary.

He left the Holy Place and entered the outside courtyard where the goat which had been
designated "For the Lord" was brought to him.  He killed the goat and collected its blood into
another mizrak and then entered the Holy of Holies a third time, carrying the blood of the goat.
While "between the poles" he sprinkled the blood as before.  He left and placed this mizrak on
another stand within the Sanctuary.  Now he took the first mizrak with the blood of the bull and
standing before the veil (still in the Holy Place) opposite the poles, he sprinkled the blood toward
the same spot.  Then he took the second vessel, containing the goat blood, and repeated the
action.

While still in the sanctuary, the High Priest mixed the contents of the two vessels together.  He
poured the blood of the bull into the mizrak containing the blood of the goat and then poured this
mixed blood into yet another clean mizrak.

Leviticus 16: 18  "And he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD, and make atonement
for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on
the horns of the altar all around."

"The altar that is before the LORD" refers to the golden incense altar.  The High Priest then
sprinkled blood on each of the four corners of the incense altar.  Then he cleared away some
of the coals on the top and exposed some of the gold surface of the altar.  On this area, he
sprinkled seven times according to verse 19 of Leviticus 16.  "Then he shall sprinkle some of the
blood on it with his fingers seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from the uncleanness of the
children of Israel."

Now the High Priest returned to where the scapegoat was waiting, opposite the Eastern Gate.
He placed his hands on the goat's head between its horns and offered his confession for the
entire nation of Israel.  Leviticus 16: 20 -21. Then the High Priest handed the scapegoat to the
individual who had been designated to lead it into the desert.  This was considered a high privilege
and so was jealously guarded by the priests.  A special bridge connected the Temple Mount
complex area with the Mount of Anointment or the Mount of Olives.  The scapegoat was led
through the Eastern Gate over this bridge and out into the desert.  There was a series of way
stations (10) all along the way from Jerusalem to the final destination, twelve miles away.  These
way stations were manned since before the onset of Yom Kippur.  Food and drink were kept at
the stations for the priest leading the scapegoat.

After arriving at the cliff, the priest removed the crimson wool from the scapegoat's horns.  He
divided it into two pieces.  One piece he tied to a rock and the other piece he tied to the animal's
horns.  The goat was then pushed backwards over a designated precipice.  According to Jewish
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tradition the crimson wool would turn white, when the sacrifice was fully accepted.   According
to Dr. Alfred Edersheim, this tradition did not take place during the last 40 years before the
destruction of the temple.  Interestingly, it stopped around the same time that Jesus was crucified.

The Hebrew word for scapegoat, azazel, denotes the idea of entire removal.  So the scapegoat
entirely removed the sins of Israel.  Although the sins of the people were removed, they were not
taken away and destroyed until Christ came.  According to Hebrews 10: 4 -- ":For it is not
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins."

The High Priest had to wait to hear news that the goat had reached its destination.  One way that
this news was transmitted was through scouts positioned at various high places along the way.
These scouts would signal to each other by waving cloths.  When he heard the news the High
Priest read aloud Leviticus 16 in the women's court before the congregation.

The High Priest still had to offer the evening sacrifices before his ministry was done on this day.

Christ fulfilled the requirements of the sin offering by taking the sins of the world on Himself.
"For He hath made Him who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.  II Corinthians 5: 21.  "Who Himself bore our sins in His own body
on the tree, that we having died to sins, might live for righteousness, by whose stripes you were
healed."  I Peter 2: 24.  It is only through the shed blood of Jesus that our sins are completely
blotted out.  Hebrews 9: 12.  "Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption."

Hebrews 9: 26 -- "but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself."

Hebrews 9: 28 -- "so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many..."

Leviticus 16:  27  "The bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was
brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp.  And they shall
burn in the fire their skins, their flesh, and their offal."

Christ is our sin offering, becoming an outcast condemned to endure the suffering and shame of
crucifixion, so that He might sanctify us through His own blood by suffering outside the camp of
Jerusalem.  Hebrews 13: 11 -- "For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the
sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp.  Therefore, Jesus also, that He
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate"

Christ was not only our sin offering, but He is our High Priest.  Hebrews 8: 1 -- "Now this is the
main point of the things we are saying:  We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heavens."  Christ is a superior priest.  The Aaronic priesthood
was only a shadow of the perfect priesthood of which Christ is the superior fulfiller.

Superior because He is of a more excellent order.

The high priest was chosen "from among men."  Hebrews 5: 1.
Aaron was only a man, but Christ is the God-Man, appointed by the Father.
"According to the order of Melchizedek.."  verse 6, Psalm 110: 4
Christ is a king-priest.  Aaron was only a priest.
Melchizedek stood alone, neither inheriting nor passing on to successors.
Aaronic priesthood, after Aaron, was inherited and transmitted to sons.
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Christ did not inherit or pass on his priesthood.
Melchizedek had no recorded ending, typifying Christ - priesthood is eternal.
Aaron died and had to be replaced.  Aaronic priesthood ceased with destruction of 
Temple in 70 A.D.

Christ is superior in sympathy.
The High Priest was subject to weakness, felt temptation, committed sins.

Would someday die and have to give an account before God

Christ became a man, yet was without sin.

He knew pain, love, rejection, joy, sorrow, peace, fear.
He endured poverty, persecution. Was forsaken by His friends.
As a High Priest, He knows our weaknesses, knows what it is like to be tempted.

When believers come to Christ, they find mercy, they find grace
Aaronic priesthood was never able to provide complete grace and mercy.

Christ is superior in sacrifice.

Ministry of High Priest was to offer gifts and sacrifices for the sins of himself and
those of the people.   The Day of Atonement.

Christ did not offer gifts and sacrifices, but Himself as spotless Lamb of God.
He did not have to offer sacrifices continually as Aaron did
He appeared once to bear the sins of many.  Hebrews 9: 26, 28

Aaron and other High Priests had to offer a sacrifice for their own sins.
Christ was without sin.

Aaron offered only a covering (atonement) for sin.
Christ secured eternal salvation.

Aaron's atonement was for Israel.
Christ's atonement is for all people.

How do the Jewish people today atone for sin?

There is no temple, no priesthood and no sacrificing.

Modern Judaism teaches that they can receive forgiveness without a Temple, sacrifice or a
mediating priest.  Because God allowed the Temple and priesthood to be destroyed, forgiveness is
obtained by going directly to God.  People are to

recite long prayers

repent of every conscious sin

make reconciliation with those against whom they have sinned

Then God will forgive them of their sins.
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The Word of God says:

Leviticus 17: 11  "For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul."

God has provided the blood atonement for the souls of the Jewish people and for all people.
I Timothy 2: 5,6  -- "For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time."

Hebrews 9: 14  "how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?

15.  And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

16.  For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.
17.  For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator

lives.
18.  Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.
19.  For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the

blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book
itself and all the people.  (Exodus 24: 4-8)

20.  Saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you."
21.  Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry.
22.  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of

blood there is no remission."


