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Tabernacle Lesson One
A. B. Simpson begins his book, Christ in the Tabernacle with these words, "The Tabernacle is
the greatest of all the Old Testament types of Christ.  It was all one great object lesson of spiritual
truth.  In its wonderful furniture, its priesthood and its worship we see with a vividness that we
find nowhere else the glory and grace of Jesus and the privileges of His redeemed people."

From our study in Genesis we know how the Children of Israel got into Egypt.  We also know
that another dynasty of Pharaohs came into power that did not know Joseph and made the
Children of Israel become slaves to them.  Then God raised up Moses.  Moses was a Hebrew
child that was raised in the home of Pharaoh by the daughter of Pharaoh.  As an adult Moses
killed an Egyptian whom he saw striking a Hebrew.  So Moses fled from Egypt and went into
Midia, where he became a shepherd and married a daughter of a priest of Midia.  While he was in
the desert watching the sheep of his father-in-law, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
burning bush.  God told Moses that He wanted Moses to return to Egypt and bring the Children
of Israel out of bondage to Pharaoh.

We know well the story of the stubborn resistance of Pharaoh and how God sent the various
plagues ending with the plague of the death of the first born and how God passed over the houses
of all who had put the blood of a lamb on the two side panels of their doors and the panel above
the doors of their homes.  We know how God parted the waters of the Red Sea to let the Children
of Israel pass through on dry land, but the waters returned to cover over the Egyptians who were
pursuing them.

At our last meeting we learned that before they left Egypt, the Children of Israel asked the
Egyptians for their gold and silver jewelry and clothing.  Because "the Lord gave the Israelis favor
with the Egyptians, the Egyptians gave them whatever they wanted.  And the Egyptians were
practically stripped of everrything they owned!" Exodus 12: 36

Exodus 12: 37 says that there were 600,000 men, in addition to the women and children who left
Egypt with Moses.  They also had flocks and herds that went with them.  They wandered in the
wilderness, and the Lord fed them manna, and once quails.  Moses chose able men to made them
heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties and rulers of tens.
The hard cases they brought to Moses, but the small matters they judged themselves.

Now we have reached chapter 19 of Exodus and they reached the wilderness of Sinai and they
camped near Mt. Sinai.  Moses went up the mountain to meet with God.  There God called to
Moses with instructions for him to give to the people.  "If you will obey my voice and keep my
covenant, then you shall be a peculiar treasure to me above all people:  for all the earth is mine.
And you shall be a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation."  And the people answered Moses
saying, "All that the Lord has spoken we will will do."

Then the Lord told Moses to sanctify the people and let them wash their clothes and be ready the
third day, for the third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon Mt. Sinai.
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Moses was to tell the people to remain outside set boundaries of the mountain and not to touch
the mountain, lest they die.  On the third day there were thunderings and lightnings and a thick
cloud came upon the mount, and a loud blast as from a trumpet sounded, and the people
trembled.  Verse 18 of chapter 19 --- "All Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because Jehovah
descended upon it in the form of fire; the smoke billowed into the sky as from a furnace and the
whole mountain shook with a violent earthquake."

God sent Moses back down the mountain to warn the people again not to cross the boundaries or
God would destroy them.  When Moses returned God spoke to Moses and gave to him the ten
commandments.  And God spoke many laws concerning how they were to treat their servants,
concerning marriage, concerning their animals, concerning feasts.  Moses went down the
mountain and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lord.  Then he brought Aaron,
Nadab, Abihu and the 70 elders to come and worship at a distance.  Moses alone was to come
near to God.  Moses went back up the mountain and a cloud covered the mount and Moses was
in the mount forty days and forty nights.

  Then the Lord told Moses to take an offering of the people:  gold, silver, brass, blue, purple,
scarlet, and fine linen and goats' hair, rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins and shittim wood,
oil, and spices, onyx stones and other stones.

God tells Moses to have His people build Him a Tabernacle

Exodus 25: 8,9   "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.  According
to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings,
just so you shall make it."

The next seven chapters tells of God's plan for the tabernacle and for the priesthood

In Exodus 32:1, we read "And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of
the mount, the people gathered themselvestogether unto Aaron,and said unto him "Get up!  Make
gods for us to lead us on; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of
Egypt,we have no idea what happened to him."  Aaron told them to bring their gold ear rings.
From that gold, Aaron made a molded calf.  The Lord told Moses to go down the mountain
because the people had behaved badly.  In chapter 19, the people promised to obey the Lord, now
in chapter 32, they have already sinned, after only 40 days.  So God's promise to make them "a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation" could not be fulfilled.  They had not kept their promise and
so could not become a kingdom of priests.

In Genesis,  the head of each household served as priest on behalf of his family.  The first thing
Noah did after leaving the ark was to build an altar and offer a burnt offering to the Lord.
Wherever Abraham traveled he built altars and worshipped the Lord, as did Isaac and Jacob.
They performed the functions of a priest for their families.

Now it became necessary to institute a priesthood from among the people to represent the nation
before God.  Because of their sin, the people were cut off from God.  So God provided the office
of priest to mediate for them.  The people themselves coud not enter into the Tabernacle itself,
only the priests as their intermediary.  The High Priest alone could enter the Holy of Holies and
only once a year on the Day of Atonement.
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God chose Aaron to become the first High Priest and his sons to be priests.  Only those born of
the family of Aaron could be priests.  Of those, only those without a blemish of any kind could
serve as priest.  Maimonides lists 140 defects that would have disqualified someone from
becoming a priest, such as:  a broken hand or foot, eczema or a skin rash of any kind, defective
eyes, dwarism, or a hunchback.  The perfection of the priests was a type of Jesus Christ who had
no sin or blemish.  I peter 1:19.

The Tabernacle made God accesible to the Israelites.  God is holy.  The people were sinful.  The
structure and service of the Tabernacle showed the people how they could come before a holy
God

a.  In worship and service - Exodus 29:42-43, 45

b.  Offer sacrifice for sin - Leviticus 1-7, 16-17

c.  Receive instruction and counsel from the Word of God

Five Names for the Tabernacle

1. "A sanctuary" Exodus 25:8 - denoting  it was set apart for a holy God

2.  "Tabernacle" Exodus 26:9 - a dwelling place for God among His people

3.  "Tent" Exodus 26:36 - a temporary dwelling place

4.  "Tabernacle of the congregation" - Exodus 29:42 - where God met with His people

5.  "Tabernacle of testimony" Exodus 38:21 - the law given to Moses, which was kept in the ark
of the covenant located in the holy of holies.

Every aspect of the Tabernacle pointed to God's redemptive plan.  The people could approach
God only through a blood atonement and a mediating priesthood.  This is beautifully typified in
the ministry of Jesus who left heaven and dwelt among His people.

In Jesus Christ we have a high priest, a perfect blood sacrifice, and access to God for all who
put their trust in Him.

The Tabernacle was the focal point of the Israelites community.  All twelve tribes had their tents
arranged according to their tribes around the Tabernacle.  The Levites were arranged on all four
sides closest to the Tabernacle, between the Tabernacle and the other tribes, as a wall between the
people of Israel and God's wrath---to protect them from the His fierce anger against their sins.

Twelve Tribes were to Dwell around the Four Sides

1. East side - Issachar, Judah and Zebulun ( 186,000 people)

2. North side - Asher, Dan and Naphtali (157,000 people)

3. West side - Manasseh, Ephraim and Benjamin (108,100 people)

4. South side - Simeon, Reuben, Gad ( 151,400 people)

The Levites were on all four sides

1.  Moses, Aaron and the priests - not numbered



4/1/05 Taberncle Page 4

2.  Kohathites - not numbered

3.  Gershonites - not numbered

4.  Merarites - not numbered

The encampment around the tabernacle extended 12 square miles.  30 boxcars of food and 300
tank cars of water were needed each day for the people ( 2 1/2 to 3 million total).  If the people
traveled 50 abreast, the procession would have stretched for 40 miles.

Artisans Selected

God determined where each tribe should be placed in the procession as they marched.  The tribe
of Judah was to go first (Numbers 2:9) and the tribe of  Dan was to go last (Numbers 2:31).

Bezaleel - The chief foreman was chosen from the tribe that went first.  This was "Bezaleel, the
son of Uri, the son of Hur of the tribe of Judah." Exodus 31:2 ( Josephus says that he was the
grandson of Miriam, Moses' sister.  Miriam, Moses and Aaron were of the tribe of Levi.) God
"had filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship," Exodus 31:3

1. "To design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze"

2. "In cutting jewels for setting,"

3.  "In carving wood, and in all manner of workmanship"

Aholiab - He was " the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan."    God put wisdom in the hearts
of all the gifted artisans, that they make all that " God had commanded them to do.

Exodus 35:34 "And He has put in his heart the ability to teach, in him and Aholiab the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.  He has filled them with skill to do all manner of work of the
engraver and the designer and taspestry maker, in blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine linen,
and of the weaver---those who do every work and those who design artistic works."

Together Bezaleel and Aholiab typify Jesus Christ who is both the first and last (Isaiah 44:6.
Christ is the "Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End."  Revelation 1:8, 11, 17, 18: 2:8:
22:13.  He is the "author and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2).

Judah was the kingly line.  Jacob in his blessing to Judah said "thy father's children shall bow
down before thee" Gen. 49:8.  This prefigured Christ as our coming king.

Dan whose name means "God has judged (Gen. 30:6), marching last reminds us that Christ will
be our final judge.

The tabernacle being portable and temporary typified Christ and His Church on earth.  Christ was
on earth temporarily and the church is on earth temporarily.  Bezaleel (meaning under God's
shadow) and Aholiab (meaning tent of the father) had appropriate names to be the building
foremen of the tabernacle.

Solomon's temple, being a stationary building of nonperishable material, typified Christ and His
Church in heaven.



4/1/05 Taberncle Page 5

Pattern of the Tabernacle

Before a building is made, an architect makes a plan.  This plan helps us to understand the future
building better.  This plan for the Tabernacle as given to Moses on Mount Sinai helps us
understand the glorious temple of which Christ is the chief cornerstone.  We as "living stones" are
built up in Him.  I Peter 2:5 -- "You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ."  This
verse also declares us to be a "holy priesthood" "through Jesus Christ".  We have direct access to
God as the Israelites never had.  We can enter into God's presence in prayer because of Jesus
Christ.  He is our Mediator.

We who have put our trust in Jesus Christ, have become believer-priests. ( Peter 2:9) Under the
Law, only those who had been divinely chosen by God and were born into the tribe of Levi could
serve as priests.  All others who came near the Tabernacle suffered God's judgment---some were
put to death.  Christians, too, become priests on the basis of their birthright.  By putting our trust
in Jesus Christ, our high priest, we are born again, born into the family of God.  Aaron's sons
were secure in their priesthood, not on the basis of their own merit, but on the basis of their
father's appointment as high priest.  As believer-priests, we are secure in Christ, who promises
that we will never be separated from our priesthood.

The plan for the Tabernacle was in heaven before it was ever built on earth.  Hebrews 9:23 ---
"Therfore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with
these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrificies than these." NJKV

"That is why the sacred tent down here on earth, and everything in it---all copied from things in
heaven---all had to be made pure by Moses in this way, by being sprinkled with the blood of
animals.  But the real things in heaven, of which these down here are copies, were made pure with
far more precious offerings."  The Living Bible

The Tabernacle consisted of an outer court encircled by hanging curtains of linen and only one
gate.  Within this court was a brazen altar just inside the gate. Then just before the door of the
Tabernacle itself was a brazen laver.  The Tabernacle was divided into two rooms:  The Holy
Place and the Holy of Holies.  There were three pieces of furniture in the first room which was the
Holy Place.  They were the lampstand, the table of shewbread and the altar of incense.  Inside the
Holy of Holies was only one piece, the Ark of the Covenant. It was covered with the Mercy Seat
and upon it were two cherubim.  Over the Mercy Seat and between the wings of the cherubim
resided the presence of God or the Shekinah Glory.  Inside the Ark was the two tablets of stone, a
pot of manna and Aaron's branch which had budded.

The outer court - was 100 cubits (150 feet) long and 50 cubits (75 feet wide) Exodus 27: 9, 13.
The gate which was on the east side was 30 feet wide.  This outer court separated the worship
center from the outside world.

Pillars, hooks, fillets sockets - Around this court stood 60 pillars of  bronze or wood covered
with bronze.  Wood typifies humanity and bronze typifies judgment. This symbolizes individual
believers displaying Christ to the world.  They are holding up the curtain of fine-twined linen and
fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. (Rev. 19:8)  These pillars of wood and bronze stood in
sockets of bronze.  The number sixty is not given at all.  It is desribed as twenty on each side and
ten at each end. 2 x 20 plus 2 x 10 equals 60.
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Above the fine linen curtains were silver hooks and bands (fillets) or (rods).  Silver is symbolic of
atonement. The fillets or rods or bands of silver held up the linen curtains (righteousness).  Our
righteousness in Christ depends wholly upon our redemption through Him.  Apart from
redemption, we have no righteousness.  The hooks at the top of the pillars were for the ropes that
secured the pillars like tent ropes and were anchored to pegs of bronze like tent stakes.  We, too,
need to be anchored in Christ.  Without Him we would be as unstable as though pillars without
the ropes and pegs.

The wood in the pillars representing humanity may include believers.  Whle the bronze and gold
represent Jeus Christ as Judge and King.

The Gate - Exodus 27:16 - "For the gate of  the court there shall be a screen twenty cubits long,
woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver.  It shall have
four pillars and four sockets."

The hanging of the gate represents Christ.  Whereas the rest of the hangings were pure white, the
gate hanging was made of white linen embroidered or woven with the three colors, blue, purple
and scarlet. These four color represent four attributes of Jesus Christ.

1.  Blue - His heavenly origin.  John 8:23

2.  Purple - His royalty.  Rev. 19:16

3.  Scarlet - His suffering and death.  Isaiah 53

4.  White - His righteousness.  I John 2:29

The Gate, Door, and Veil

The three represent that Jesus is "the way, the truth, and the life."  Jesus said in John 14:5 that
"No one comes to the Father except through Me."

The gate was only half as high as the door or the veil, but it was twice as wide.  The gate was
always open.  It had no hangings.  All could enter freely to offer their sacrifices for sin and
uncleaness. Just inside the gate was the altar representing Calvary

The door is the second passageway.  A door is designed to admit entrance and to prevent
entrance.  This door admitted the priests into the holy place and prevented all others from
entering.  Jesus said in John 10:9, "I am the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and
will go in and out and find pasture."

The Veil is the third passageway and signifies the death of Christ.  Hebrews 10: 19 tells us that
the veil is the flesh of Christ.   It was torn asunder upon Christ's death.


