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Ark of the Covenant
Ark is made by Moses and Bezalel.  1491 B.C.

Exodus 37: 1 "Then Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits was its length, a
cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and half its height."

Ark is installed in the Tabernacle.  1490 B.C.

Exodus 40: 1, 2  "On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of
meeting.  You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and partition off the ark with the veil."

Shekinah glory fills the Tabernacle.  1490 B.C.

Exodus 40: 34, 35  "Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the Lord
filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting because the
cloud rested above it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle."

Ark is captured by the Philistines.  1117 B.C.

I Samuel 5: 1  "Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to
Ashdod."

Ark is returned.  1117 B.C.

I Samuel 6: 1  "Now the ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines seven months."
I Samuel 6: 14  "Then the cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and stood there..."

Ark is brought to Jerusalem.  1045 B.C.

II Samuel 6: 15  "So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with
shouting and with the sound of trumpets."

David plans to build a temple for God.

II Samuel 7: 2  "that the king said to Nathan the prophet, 'See now, I dwell in a house of cedar,
but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains."  1044 B.C.

The Davidic Covenant.

II Samuel 7: 12-6  "When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your
seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a
house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his Father,
and he shall be My son.  If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with
the blows of the sons of men.  But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I removed from before you.  And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever
before you.  Your throne shall be established forever."

David makes preparations for building the temple.

I Chronicles 22: 5  "Now David said, 'Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house
to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all
countries.  I will now make preparation for it.'  So David made abundant preparations before his
death."
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Materials for the temple.

II Samuel 8: 7-11  "And David took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of
Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem.  And from Betah and from Berothal, cities of
Hadadezer, King David took a large amount of bronze.  When Toi king of Hamath heard that
David had defeated all the army of Hadadezer, then Toi sent Joram his son to King David, to
greet him and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him (for
Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram brought with him articles of silver, articles of
gold, and articles of bronze.  King David also dedicated these to the Lord, along with the silver
and gold that he had dedicated from all the nations which he had subdued---"

I Chronicles 22: 14 "Indeed I have taken much trouble to prepare for the house of the Lord one
hundred thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond
measure, for it is so abundant.  I have prepared timber and stone also, and you may add to them."

I Chronicles 22; 16 "Of gold and silver and bronze and iron there is no limit."

Workmen for building the temple.

I Chronicles 22: 2  "So David commanded to gather the aliens who were in the land of Israel; and
he appointed masons to cut hewn stones to build the house of God.."  1017 B.C.

I Chronicles 22: 15 "Moreover there are workmen with you in abundance:  woodsmen and
stonecutters, and all types of skillful men for every kind of work."

David buys Araunah's threshing floor.

II Samuel 24: 18-24  "And Gad came that day to David and said to him, 'Go up, erect an altar to
the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  So David, according to the word of Gad,
went up as the Lord commanded.  Now Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants
coming toward him.  So Araunah went out and bowed before the king with his face to the ground.
Then Araunah said, 'Why has my lord the king come to his servant?'  And David said, 'To buy the
threshing floor from you, to build the altar to the Lord, that the plague may be withdrawn from
the people.  Now Araunah said to David, 'Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever  seems
good to him.  Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifices, and threshing implements and yokes of the
oxen for wood.  All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.'  And Araunah said to the king,
'May the Lord your God accept you.'  Then the king said to Araunah, 'No, but I will surely buy it
from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord with that which costs me nothing.'
So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver."

The account in I Chronicles 21, uses the name Ornan instead of Araunah and says that David paid
"600 shekels of gold by weight for the place."

David gives Solomon plans for the temple.

I Chronicles 28: 11 "Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its
treasuries, its upper chambers, its inner chambers, and the place of the mercy seat."

David received the plans from the Lord.

I Chronicles 28: 19  " 'All this,' said David, 'the Lord made me understand in writing, by His hand
upon me, all the works of these plans."
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Solomon builds the temple.  1012 - 1005 B.C.

II Chronicles 3: 1 "now Solomon began to build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem on Mount
Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite."

I Kings 6: 2  "Now the house which King Solomon built for the Lord, its length was sixty cubits,
its width twenty; and its height thirty cubits."

I Kings 6: 38 "...So he was seven years in building it."

The Ark was brought into the temple.

I Kings 8: 4  "Then they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the
holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle..."

I Kings 8: 6  "Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, into the
inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim."

Shekinah glory fills  the house of the Lord.

I Kings 7: 10-11 "And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place that the cloud
filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord."

Temple Treasures Stolen

Pharaoh Shishak plunders the temple treasuries.  971 B.C. During reign of Rehoboam.

II Chronicles 12: 9 " So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem and took away the
treasures of the Lord and the treasures of the king's house; he took everything.  He also carried
away the shields which Solomon had made."

Jehoash, king of Israel takes gold and silver from temple in 752. B.C. during the reign of
Amaziah, king of Judah.

II Chronicles 25: 23 "Then Jehoash the king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah..."
II Chronicles 25: 24 " And he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the
house of God with Obed-Edom, the treasures of the king's house, and hostages, and returned to
Samaria."

Hezekiah gives treasures to Sennacherib, king of Assyria. 701 B.C.

II Kings 18: 13  "And in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came
up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them."
II Kings 18: 15-16 "So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the Lord
and in the treasuries of the king's house.  At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors
of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and
gave it to the king of Assyria."

Hezekiah shows all treasures to king of Babylon. 700 B.C.

II Kings 20: 13  "At that time Berodach-Baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon sent letters
and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick.  And Hezekiah was attentive
to them, and showed them all the house of his treasures – the silver and gold, the spices and
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precious ointment, and all his armory – all that was found among his treasures.  There was
nothing in his house or in all his dominions that Hezekiah did not show them."

Isaiah predicts Judah will be carried away to Babylon.

II Kings 20: 14  "Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah, and said to him, 'What did these
men say , and from where did they come to you?'  so Hezekiah said, 'They came from a far
country, from Babylon.' And he said, 'What have they seen in your house?'  So Hezekiah
answered, 'They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasures that I have
not shown them.'  Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, 'Hear the word of the Lord:  "Behold, the days
are coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this day,
shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left," says the Lord.  "And they shall take away some
of your sons who will descend from you, whom you will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the
palace of the king of Babylon." ' "

Last mention in the Bible of the Ark of the Covenant.

II Chronicles 35: 3  "Then he said to the Levites who taught all Israel, who were holy to the Lord:
'Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built.  It shall no
longer be a burden on your shoulders....' "  during the reign of Josiah.

Judah captured by Nebuchadnezzar.  607 B.C.

II Kings 24: 1 "In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoikim became his
vassal for three years,  Then he turned and rebelled against him."
II Kings 24: 11  "And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, as his servants
were besieging it.  Then Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his servants, his princes, and his
officers went out to the king of Babylon; and the king of Babylon, in the eighth year of his reign,
took him prisoner.  And he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the Lord and
the treasures of the king's house, and he cut in pieces all the articles of gold which Solomon king
of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, as the Lord said."

Solomon's Temple burned.  588 B.C.

II Kings 25: 9  "He burned the house of the Lord and the king's house; all the houses of
Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned with fire."

Treasures of the Temple removed by Babylonians.

II Kings 25: 13 -15 "The bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, and the carts and the
bronze Sea that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried their
bronze to Babylon.  They also took away the pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the spoons, and all
the bronze utensils with which the priests ministered.  The fireplaces and the basins, the things of
solid gold and solid silver, the captain of the guard took away."

Return from Babylon.  515 B.C.

Ezra 1: 1  "Now in the first ear of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the prophet
might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying,"

Ezra 1: 2b "...And He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah."
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Cyrus returns treasures of the temple.

Ezra 1: 7-11 "King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the house of the Lord, which
Nebuchadnezzer had taken from Jerusalem and put in the temple of his gods; and Cyrus king of
Persia brought them out by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and counted them out to
Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.  This is the number of them:  thirty gold platters, one thousand
silver platters, twenty-nine knives, thirty gold basins, four hundred and ten silver basins of a
similar kind, and one thousand other articles.  All the articles of gold and silver were five thousand
four hundred.  All these Sheshbazzar took with the captives who were brought from Babylon to
Jerusalem."

Zerubbabel begins work on a new temple - 535 B.C. -

Ezra 3: 8  "Now in the second month of the second year of their coming to the house of God at
Jerusalem, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, Jesthua the son of Jozadak, and the rest of their
brethren the priests and the Levites, and all those who had come out of the captivity to Jerusalem,
began work and appointed the Levites from twenty years old and above to oversee the work of
the house of the Lord."

Ezra 6: 15 "Now the temple was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, which was in the
sixth year of the reign of King Darius."

Second Temple desecrated by Antiochus IV in 169 B.C.

Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 12

Chapter 5,  Section 3.  "King Antiochus returning out of Egypt, for fear of the Romans, made an
expedition against the city Jerusalem..."

Section 4.  "So he left the temple bare, and took away the golden candlesticks, and the golden
altar [of incense], and the table [of shewbread], and the altar [of burnt offering]; and did not
abstain from even the veils, which were made of fine linen and scarlet. He also emptied it of its
secret treasures, and left nothing of it remaining; and by this means cast the Jews into great
lamentation..."  "And when the king had built an idol altar upon God's Altar, he slew swine upon
it, and so offered a sacrifice neither according to the law, nor the Jewish religious worship in that
country."

The Maccabees take Jerusalem and the Temple - 165 B.C.

Ussher, The Annals of the World

"When they had some relief from their enemies, Judas Maccabeus and his brothers came up to
Jerusalem with all their forces.  They retook the temple and the city, except for the citadel of
Zion.  They demolished the altars and shrines the Gentiles had built in the public streets."

"Judas assigned the priests, who knew the law, to cleanse the sanctuary and move the defiled
stones into an unclean place.  They pulled down the altar of burnt sacrifice which had been defiled
by the Gentiles..."  "They built another of whole stones on which no iron tool had been used
according to the law.  They repaired the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  They hallowed the
courts and made new holy vessels.  They brought the lampstand, the altar of incense and the table
into the temple.  They burned incense on the altar and lit the lamps on the lampstand.  They
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placed the showbread on the table, hung the curtains and saw through to its conclusion everything
they had started." (Apc 1 Ma 4:42-51 2 Ma 10:3)

Hannukkah or Feast of Dedication

Ussher, The Annals of the World

"On the 25th day of the 9th month, called Cisleu, or Chisleu, in the 148th year of the kingdom of
the Greeks, they rose early in the morning and started a fire by striking stones one against the
other."  "This dedication was joyfully celebrated with songs, hymns, citherns, harps, and cymbals.
All the people fell prostrate on the ground and worshipped and blessed the God of heaven who
had given them good success." (Apc 1 Ma 4:52,53 2 Ma 10:3)

Herod rebuilds the temple - 17 B.C.

Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 15, Chapter 11.

Section 1.  "And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign, and after the acts already
mentioned, undertook a very great work, that is, to build himself the temple of God and make it
larger in compass, and to raise it to a most magnificent altitude, as esteeming it to be the most
glorious of all his actions, as it really was..."

Section 3.  "So Herod took away the old foundations, and laid others, and erected the temple
upon them, being in length a hundred cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits, which
[twenty], upon the sinking of their foundations, fell down; and this part it was that we resolved to
raise again in the days of Nero.  Now the temple was built of stones that were white and strong,
and each of their length was twenty-five cubits, their height was eight, and their breadth about
twelve; and the whole structure, as also the structure of the royal cloister, was on each side much
lower, but the middle was higher, till they were visible to those that dwelt in the country for a
great many furlongs..."

Section 5.  "However, he took care of the outer cloisters; and these he built in eight years."

Section 6.  "But the temple itself was built by the priests in a year and six months,..."

John 2: 20  "Then the Jews said, 'It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You
raise it up in three days?' "

Various sources say that Herod's temple was begun in 20 B.C., 19 B.C. or 17 B.C.  The sanctuary
was finished in 12 B. C.   The entire temple structure was in construction until 64 A.D.

General Titus besieged Jerusalem and destroyed Herod's Temple in 70 A.D.

Josephus, The War of the Jews, Book 5

Chapter 1, Section 1.  "When therefore Titus had marched over that desert which lies between
Egypt and Syria, in the manner aforementioned, he came to Cesarea, having resolved to set his
forces in order at that place, before he began the war."

Chapter 4, Section 1.  "The city of Jerusalem was fortified with three walls, on such parts as were
not encompassed with impassable valleys; for in such places it had but one wall.  The city was
built upon two hills, which are opposite to one another, and have a valley to divide them asunder;
at which valley the corresponding rows of houses on both hills end."
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Chapter 5, Section 1.  "Now this temple, as I have already said, was built upon a strong hill."

Chapter 6, Section 1.  "Now the warlike men that were in the city, and the multitude of the
seditious that were with Simon, were ten thousand, besides the Idumeans. Those ten thousand had
fifty commanders, over whom this Simon was supreme." ... John who had seized upon the temple,
had six thousand armed men, under twenty commanders: the zealots also that had come to him,
and left off their opposition, were two thousand four hundred, and had the same commander that
they had formerly, Eleazar, together with Simon the son of Arimus..  Now, while these factions
fought one against another..."

Section 2, "...Titus went round the city, on the outside with some chosen horsemen, and looked
about for a proper place where he might make an impression upon the walls."

Chapter 7, Section 2, "Then the Romans mounted the breach, where Nico had made one, and all
the Jews left the guarding that wall, and retreated to the second wall; so those that had gotten
over that wall opened the gates, and received all the army within it.  And thus did the Romans get
possession of this first wall, on the fifteenth day of the siege..."

Book 6

Chapter 2, Section 1,  "And now Titus gave orders to his soldiers that were with him to dig up the
foundations of the tower of Antonia, and make him a ready passage for his army to come up..."

Chapter 4, Section 1,  "And now two of the legions had completed their banks on the eighth day
of Lous.  Whereupon Titus gave orders that the battering-rams should be brought and set over
against the western edifice of the inner temple; for before these were brought, the firmest of all
the other engines had battered the wall for six days together without ceasing, without making any
impression upon it..."

Section 4,  "So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, and resolved to storm the temple the next
day, early in the morning, with his whole army, and to encamp round about the holy house; but as
for that house, God had for certain long ago doomed it to the fire; and now that fatal day was
come, according to the revolution of ages; it was the tenth day of the month Lous, upon which it
was formerly burnt by the king of Babylon; although these flames took their rise from the Jews
themselves, and were occasioned by them; for upon Titus's retiring, the seditious lay still for a
little while, and then attacked the Romans again, when those that guarded the holy house fought
with those that quenched the fire that was burning in the inner [court of the] temple..."

Section 7.  "...And thus the holy house burnt down..."

The temple plundered.

Book 6, Chapter 5

Section 1.  "While the holy house was on fire, everything was plundered that came to hand, and
ten thousand of those that were caught were slain..."

Chapter 10, Section 1.  "And thus was Jerusalem taken, in the second year of the reign of
Vespasian, on the eighth day of the month Gorpieus (Elul)."


