
Samuel Lesson Twenty-Two
In our last lesson, we read about how the kingship or the line of inheriting the throne moved from the 
tribe of Benjamin to the tribe of Judah.  From Genesis 49:10 we learn that it was God's design from the 
beginning that Judah would be the tribe from which the kings would come and eventually the Eternal 
King.  “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver between the feet, until Shiloh comes; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.”  
So then was Saul chosen by God?  God allowed the people to choose the one who appealed to their 
concept of what a king should be like.  Just as God allowed divorce, polygamy and slavery to happen 
against his own wishes, because of the immaturity of His people,  He also gave to them the kind of king 
which they sought.  They soon learned what the results of Saul's kingship did for them.
In our last lesson, we also read about David choosing Jerusalem to be the location of the king's palace 
and the location of the ark of the covenant, or the presence of God who dwelt between the cherubim.  In 
1 Kings 11:32, we discover that Jerusalem was a city chosen by God.  “But he shall have one tribe for 
my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel.”  That Jerusalem was chosen by God to be His city is repeated many times in the Old 
Testament, including 2 Chron. 6:6 -- “But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and 
have chosen David to be over my people Israel.” and  Zech. 3:2 – “And the LORD said unto Satan, The 
LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a 
brand plucked out of the fire?”
Read 2 Samuel 8:1-18
After David was established as king of all Israel and lived in a palace of cedar in Jerusalem, it occurred 
to him that the ark of the covenant was housed in only a tent.  He felt that God deserved better than that 
and he consulted with Nathan, the prophet, who urged him to go ahead with his desire to build a 
permanent house for the Lord.
However, the Lord spoke to Nathan in the night and told him to tell David that he would not be the one 
to build a house for the Lord.
1.  Give the reasons the Lord did not want David to build Him a house, from the 
following verses: Q1 ____

a.  2 Samuel 8:6 1a ________________________________________________________________
b.  2 Samuel 8:7  1b _______________________________________________________________
c.  1 Chron. 22:7, 8  1c _____________________________________________________________
d.  1 Kings 5:3, 4  1d ______________________________________________________________

2.  What did the Lord remind David that He had done for him?  (Verses 8 and 9) Q2 ____
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3.  What promise that God had first made to Abraham and confirmed to Isaac and Jacob, does God now 
tell to Nathan?  This was part of the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) and the Deuteronomic 
Covenant.  (Deuteronomy 28:63-68. 30:1-9) Q3 ____
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4.  Although David could not make a house for God, what did God promise to make of David?
(Verse 11) Q4 ____
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The word in Hebrew that is translated “house” means far more than a residence.  It also means family, 
parents, children and relatives.  Scripture tells us that Noah went into the ark with his whole house and 
also that Jacob ordered his whole house to dispose of their foreign gods.
It seems that the house of David had to be first established by the Lord before a temple or a house for 
God could be built.
The word “house” appears seven times in 2 Samuel 7, in verses 11, 13, 16, 19, 25, 26, and 29.

Davidic Covenant, Verses 12-16
These next four verses contain perhaps the most significant message in all of Samuel.  It gives the 
promise concerning David and his posterity to rule over Israel forever.
5.  Who will succeed David as king?  Whose kingdom will God establish?  (Verse 12)  Q5 ____
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6.  Who will build the house for God, the Temple? Q6 ____
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7.  Whose throne (right to rule) will be established forever? Q7 ____
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Even though David's son or any future descendant from David should sin, God promised that He would 
not remove His mercy from him as He had from Saul.  He may chasten the individual, but He would not 
remove the kingdom from David's lineage.  In 2 Samuel 7, David's kingdom is declared to be forever 
six times, in verses 13, 16, 24, 25, 26, and 29.
David himself said that it was an everlasting covenant in 2 Samuel 23:5.  “Although my house be not so 
with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure:  for this is 
all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to grow.”
In Psalm 21:6, 7 David is speaking to the Lord and said this, “ For thou hast made him [David] most 
blessed for ever; thou hast made him [David] exceeding glad with thy countenance.  For the king 
trusteth in the Lord, and through the mercy of the most High he [David] shall not be moved.”
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Read Psalm 89:3,4 and 28-37
8.  With whom and with whose seed does God declare that He had made a covenant to establish
his throne forever? Q8 ____
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9.  To what two luminaries did God compare the permanence of David's throne? Q9 ____
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Key Verse – 2 Samuel 7:16
“And thine house and the kingdom shall be established for ever before thee:  thy throne shall be 

established for ever.”
House – This promises a dynasty in the lineage of David from whom The Messiah will come.
Kingdom – Refers to a people who are governed by a king.  The Messiah will set up His kingdom 

during the Millennium.
Throne – Emphasizes that the king has the authority to rule. 
Forever – This establishes the eternal and unconditional nature of this promise.
10.  What is the first thing that David did after hearing this message from Nathan? Q10 ____
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11.   What words express the attitude of David after hearing from Nathan?  
(See verses 18, 19, 20, 25.) Q11 ____
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12.  What did David say about God in verse 22 and in verses 26, 27? Q12 ____
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13.  What did David say about Israel in verse 23? Q13 ____
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14.  What did David say in verse 29 concerning the house of David? Q14 ____
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Read 2 Samuel 8:1-18.
David had more wars to fight and he continued to have victory over many enemies.
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15.  Glance at the beginning of the following verses and find the other peoples against whom David and 
Israel fought in this chapter.  (Verses 1, 2, 3, 5)  In verse one, Methegammah when translated into 
English means “bridle of the mother city.”  When compared to 1 Chronicles 18:1, we see 
that it is another name for the city of Gath. Q15 ____
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16.  What fraction of the Moabites were allowed to live by David? Q16 ____

16

17.  What did David take from the king of Zobah in verse four?  What did David do to all  the chariot 
horses of  Zobah which was a small kingdom west of the Euphrates River and northeast
 of Damascus. Q17 ____
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18.  How many of the Syrians (Arameans) of Damascus who had come to help the king of Zobah, 
Hadadezer, did David kill? Q18 ____
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19.  What valuable metals did David take from Hadadezer?  (Verses 7, 8) Q19 ____
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20.  What did Toi, king of Hamath, and an enemy of Hadadezer, give to David, by the hand of 
his son, Joram, in appreciation for David's victory over Hadadezer?  (Verse 10) Q20 ____
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21.  What did King David do with the precious metal objects that he had acquired from all the
nations that he had conquered? Q21 ____
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22.  What did David put in place in Edom?  What did the people of Edom become to David? Q22____
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23.  Name the people of David's court and the positions that they held? Q23 ____

23
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