
Samuel Lesson Twenty-One
Read 2 Samuel 5:1-25
All the tribes of Israel came to Hebron telling David that Israel was all one family, or “thy bone and thy 
flesh.”  They recognized that even while Saul was their king, it was David who had led them in their 
military victories over the Philistines.
1.  What two things did the elders of Israel tell David that the Lord had told David to do? Q1 ____

Concerning civil 
responsibilities:

1a

Concerning 
military affairs: 

1b

2.   How old was David when he began to reign?  How old was Ishbosheth when he began to 
reign?  (2 Samuel 2:10) Q2 ____

2

If it was meant that David was thirty when he began to reign over only Judah, then Ishbosheth was ten 
years older than David.  If it meant that David was thirty when he began to reign over all Israel, then he 
would have been only twenty-three or even twenty-two when he began to reign over Judah and 
seventeen years younger than Ishbosheth.  Since Jonathan was the oldest of Saul's four sons, Jonathan 
would have had to be at least thirteen or fourteen years older than David and could have been even 
greater than that.
After David was anointed for the third time, David and his men went to conquer a city to be the new 
capital of the united Israel.  He selected a more centrally located place and more neutral to both the 
southern area of Judah and the northern area which had been under Ishbosheth.
3.  What are three different names given in verses six and seven for this city?   Q3 ____

3

4.  What was the original name of this city and the name of the people who inhabited it?  See 
I Chronicles 11:4. Q4 ____

4

Because their city was situated on a mountain surrounded by deep valleys on three different sides,  the 
people of the city were confident in its fortification and of their ability to defend it against David and his 
army.  They said, in effect, that their city could easily be defended by the lame and the blind against any 
attack by David.
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5.  What position or title did David offer to whomever of his men could first strike the people 
of this city?  See also 1 Chronicles 11:6 Q5 ____

5

6.  Who won the position? Q6 ____

6

7.  How did David's army enter this fortified city?  2 Samuel 5:8. Q7 ____

7

After conquering the city, David made it his home.  David enlarged the city from Millo and inward.  In 
the Septuagint the Millo is called “the citadel.”  It probably means “tower.”  It was located on the 
northwest corner of the wall of the city, on the slope of the Tyropeon Valley where the wall was the 
shortest and needed strengthening.
8.  What goodwill measure did Hiram, king of Tyre, do for David that showed acknowledgment 
of his kingship? Q8 ____

8

David took more wives and concubines while living in Jerusalem and had more sons and daughters. 
Born to him there were:
Shammuah
Shobab
Nathan

Solomon
Ibhar
Elishua

Nepheg
Japhia
Elishama

Eliab
Eliphalet

The Philistines gathered together against David in the valley of Rephaim or valley of giants. 
David inquired of the Lord whether he should go to battle against them.
9.  After the Lord said “yes” to David and David had successfully routed them, what did David 
name that place? Q9 ____

9

David and his men burned the Philistine idols.  But the Philistines came against David's army once again 
and David inquired of the Lord once again.
10.  What was the sound that David was to wait to hear before attacking the Philistines? Q10 ____

10

Because David waited upon the Lord and followed the Lord's instructions, David was once again 
successful.
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Read 2 Samuel 6:1-23
Now that David was established in Jerusalem as the king of all Israel, he wanted to move the ark of the 
covenant to Jerusalem also.  This would make Jerusalem not only the political center of the nation, but 
also the spiritual center.
11.  Where was the ark of the covenant at this time?  (City and house) Q11 ____

11

12.  What two men accompanied the moving of the ark of the covenant? Q12 ____

12

Exodus 25:14, 15 tells us that the ark must be carried by staves or rods that are placed through rings on 
the sides of the ark, not placed on a cart to be pulled by oxen, such as was being done.  Numbers 4:4-15 
gives careful instructions about how the ark is to be covered with various layers of skins and cloths 
when it is moved.  In verse 15, it says that only the sons of Kohath shall carry it and they must not touch 
it or they will die.  David did not follow these instructions.
David and the whole house of Israel were overjoyed anticipating the relocating of the ark of the 
covenant and they played on all sorts of musical instruments.  At Nachon's threshing floor, the oxen 
pulling the cart with the ark stumbled on the rough, rocky ground causing the ark to tip as if to fall.
13.  What did Uzzah do at that point?  What did God do to him? Q13 ____

13

Instead of continuing to move the ark to Jerusalem, David diverted the ark to another closer place.  
14.  Where was the ark of the covenant sent? Q14 ____

14

15.  How long did it remain there? Q15 ____

15

16.  What caused David to move it from that place and bring it to Jerusalem? Q16 ____

16

After they had moved the ark the short distance of six paces, David sacrificed oxen and a fatted calf. 
David was dressed in a linen ephod and he danced before the Lord, as all Israel shouted and played 
trumpets.
17.  Where was the ark of the covenant placed after it arrived? Q17 ____

17
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18.  After offering burnt offerings and peace offerings to the Lord, what did David give to every 
man and woman of Israel that was present? Q18 ____

18

David's wife, Michal, was very displeased when she had looked out the window and saw David dancing 
before the Lord and rebuked him when he returned to his house.  She said, “How glorious was the king 
of Israel today, who uncovered himself today in the eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the 
vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself?
19.  What did David say in response to Michal? Q19 ____

19

20.   What did the Lord allow to happen to Michal because of her lack of understanding? Q20 ____

20
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