
Samuel Lesson Twenty
Read 2 Samuel 3:1-39

The northern half of Israel was ruled by Ishbosheth and the southern half or Judah was ruled by David. 
There was a constant state of war between the two parts, not necessarily a constant state of battle going 
on.  David and Judah was growing stronger while Israel and Ishbosheth was growing weaker.
While in Hebron for those seven and a half years, David acquired more wives and became the father of 
children.
1.  Fill in the chart below with the names of David's wives and the son born to each. Q1 ____

Wife Son (2 Samuel 3) Son (1 Chronicles 3)

1a 1b 1c

1d 1e 1f

1g 1h 1i

1j 1k 1l

1m 1n 1o

1p 1q 1r

2.  What accusation did Ishbosheth make against Abner? Q2 ____

2

This was a serious accusation.  “The harem in the ancient Near East was considered the property of a 
king's successor and, therefore taking a woman who was part of the harem of the previous king was 
interpreted as a type of claim to the throne.”  (Israel: From Conquest to Exile. John Davis and John 
Whitcomb, p. 280)
In verse 8, we read that Abner became very angry at this accusation.  Whether or not he was guilty, we 
do not know, but he asked Ishbosheth, "Am I a dog's head that belongs to Judah? Today I show loyalty 
to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not delivered you into the 
hand of David; and you charge me today with a fault concerning this woman?” (NKJV)
“Dogs in the ancient Near East were something thoroughly contemptible.  They were chiefly found 
prowling around the towns in a half-wild condition living off offal and garbage.”  (Israel: from 
Conquest to Exile, Davis and Whitcomb, p. 280.
Abner then swore that he would do for David what the Lord had promised to do for David.
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3.  What was it that Abner told Ishbosheth he would do for David?   Verse 10. Q3 ____

3

4.  How did Ishbosheth answer Abner? Q4 ____

4

5.  What requirement did David make of Abner before he would agree to make a pact 
with him? Q5 ____

5

Michal was taken from Phaltiel, her second husband, and sent back to David, her first husband.  Phaltiel 
went with her weeping as he went, to the border of Judah.  Then Abner told him to return to his home.
2 Samuel 3:17 indicates that the elders of Israel had wanted David to be their king for some time.  Abner 
said, “Now then do it.” [Make David your king.]
6.  What does Abner tell the elders of Israel that David will do for Israel?  Verse 18. Q6 ____

6

Abner spoke to his tribe of Benjamin to persuade them that the kingship should not remain with 
Benjamin, but must go to Judah.
7.  Who accompanied Abner on his visit to surrender the reign of Israel to David?  Verse 20. Q7 ____

7

8.  What did David do for Abner and his men?  Verse 20. Q8 ____

8

After Joab and David's army returned from a battle bringing much spoil with them, Joab learned that 
Abner had been with David and had left peaceably.  With great consternation, he asked David, “What 
have you done?”
9.  What did Joab tell David was Abner's purpose in coming to him?  Verse 25. Q9 ____

9

Joab, without telling David, sent for Abner to return to Hebron.
10.  After Abner returned, Joab took him aside as if to speak to him privately.  
What happened? Q10 ____

10
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11.  Why did Joab kill Abner, do you think? Q11 ____

11

David wanted it known that he was not responsible for the murder of Abner.  David needed to be 
accepted by the northern tribes who were led by Ishbosheth.  If they believed that he had killed Abner, 
they would not have been favorable toward him.
12.  Why do you think David did not have Joab killed for this murder as he did the Amalekite 
who claimed he had killed Saul? Q12 ____

12

Read 2 Samuel 4:1-12
After Ishbosheth learned of Abner's death, he was greatly troubled because his strength to hold his 
kingdom was greatly weakened.
When the nurse who cared for Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth, learned of Saul's and Jonathan's deaths in 
the battle against the Philistines in Jezreel, she picked up the five-year-old and ran to hide him, lest he , 
too, should be killed.
13.  What happened in her flight to hide Mephibosheth? Q13 ____

13

14.  What ruse did Baanah and his brother Rechab, captains of Ishbosheth's bands, use to 
enter into Ishbosheth's home in the middle of the day? Q14 ____

14

15.  What was the real purpose for entering into Ishbosheth's bedroom as he slept? Q15 ____

15

16.  What did they anticipate receiving from David? Q16 ____

16

17.  What did they receive in reality? Q17 ____

17


	Q1: 
	Q2: 
	2: That he had gone into unto Saul's concubine, Rizbah.
	Q3: 
	3: Set up David to reign over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beersheba.
	Q4: 
	4: He said nothing because he feared him.
	Q5: 
	5: That he should have his first wife, Michal, returned to him.
	Q6: 
	6: Save them from the Philistines and from the hand of all their enemies.
	Q7: 
	7: Twenty men.
	Q8: 
	8: He had a feast prepared for them.
	Q9: 
	9: To deceive him and to spy on him, to learn about David's comings and goings.
	Q10: 
	10: He stabbed him causing him to die.
	Q11: 
	11: To avenge the death of his brother, Asahel, who was killed by Abner.To prevent Abner from taking the position that he held as captain of David's army. 
	Q12: 
	12: He needed Joab to lead his army.  Joab was a fellow Israelite, not a foreigner.  He left it to the Lord to deal with Joab.  Then he ordered Joab and all the people to mourn for Abner, by tearing their clothing, and wearing sackcloth.  David himself followed the bier and wept at his grave.  He recognized Abner as a great man. V. 38
	Q13: 
	13: She fell while carrying Mephibosheth and he was injured and remained lame for life.
	Q14: 
	14: They needed to get some wheat which evidently was kept in his house.
	Q15: 
	15: They killed Ishbosheth and beheaded him and took the head and presented it to David, as though they had brought him some good news.
	Q16: 
	16: They expected to receive commendation or a reward from David.
	Q17: 
	17: David recognized them as wicked men who had killed a righteous man.  He had them killed, had their hands and feet cut off.  Then he had them hanged over the pool in Hebron so all could see what happens to murderers.
	1a: 
	0: 
	0: Ahinoam
	1: Amnon
	2: Amnon

	1: 
	0: Abigail
	1: Chileab
	2: Daniel

	2: 
	0: Maacah, daughter of King of Geshur
	1: Absalom
	2: Absalom

	3: 
	0: Haggith
	1: Adonijah
	2: Adonijah

	4: 
	0: Abital
	1: Shephatiah
	2: Shephatiah

	5: 
	0: Eglah
	1: Ithream
	2: Ithream
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