
Samuel Lesson Nineteen

Read 2 Samuel 1: 1-16
After David had returned to Ziklag and had been there but two days, a man came to David.  He had torn 
his clothes and put dirt upon his head, a sign of mourning.  This man identified himself to David as an 
Amalekite.  The Amalekites, we know, were long-standing enemies of Israel.
1.  How did he answer David, when David asked him where he had come from? Q1 ____

1

He reported to David that many people fled from the battle and many people had been killed, including 
King Saul and his son Jonathan.  David asked him, “How do you know Saul and Jonathan are dead?” 
The Amalekite evidently expected a reward from David for having killed David's enemy.  He told David 
that he had come upon Saul leaning on his spear but still very much alive.  Saul asked the Amalekite to 
kill him, and so he stood upon him and killed him, because  he was sure that he could not live.
2.  What did the Amalekite show to David that he had taken from Saul's body? Q2 ____

2

3.  Did David believe his story?  What did David then do? Q3 ____

3

Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27
David's Song of Lamentation.

Keil and Delitzsch described David's words as “one of the most eloquent of the Old Testament.”  
It is one of finest odes of the Old Testament:  full of lofty sentiment, and springing from deep 
and sanctified emotion, in which, without the slightest allusion to his own relation to the 
fallen king.  David celebrates without envy the bravery and virtues of Saul and his son, 
Jonathan, and bitterly laments their loss.

4.  What words were repeated as a refrain in verses 19, 25 and 27? Q4 ____

4

5.  Why does David not want it be told in Gath or Askelon that Saul has been slain? Q5 ____

5
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6.  What does David declare should not happen on Mt. Gilboa, the site of Saul's death? Q6 ____

6

In verse 21, David says “the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul.”  Here he is 
likening Saul to a shield that has been left in the field to rust after the battle. Shields were usually kept 
oiled to be preserved and free of rust.
7.  What words and phrases does David use in these verses to describe Saul and Jonathan? Q7 ____

7

Under Saul's reign, a degree of prosperity had come to Israel as a result of Saul's successful wars.
8.  What had this prosperity provided for the daughters of Israel?  Q8 ____

8

9.  What did David say concerning the love of Jonathan? Q9 ____

9

Read 2 Samuel 2:1-32
After the death of Saul, David wondered whether or not this was the time for him to go into Judah and 
take the kingship for which he had long ago been anointed.  He was not presumptuous, but inquired of 
the Lord first.
10.  Where did the Lord tell David to go? Q10 ____

10

David and his wives and his men and their families moved as the Lord had instructed David.  Then the 
men of Judah came and anointed David king over Judah.
11.  Who received a special commendation from David soon thereafter for a kind act that they
 had done? Q11 ____

11

Although Judah, David's tribe, had selected David as their king, Abner, cousin to King Saul had 
someone else in mind.
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12.  Who was selected by Abner  to be king?  Over what territory did he reign? Q12 ____

12

13. What were the names of Saul's sons according to 1 Chronicles 8:33 and 
1 Chronicles 9:39? Q13 ____

13

From the two verses of the genealogies in 1 Chronicles, we see that the original name of Ishbosheth was 
different from what it was at the time he became king.  Eshbaal literally means “man of Baal.”  Because 
this name implies a relationship with the Canaanite god, his name was changed.  Ishbosheth literally 
means “man of shame.”  This name change may have reference to his personal shame, as well as the 
stigma of the name Baal.  
The changing of names was not uncommon among the Israelites.  Gideon's name was changed to 
Jerubbaal in Judges 6:32 after he had followed the Lord's instruction and had torn down the altar of Baal 
angering the men of the city.  In 2 Samuel 11:21, we see that Abimelech is called the son of 
Jerubbesheth, whereas in Judges  9:16, 17, we read that Abimelech is the son of Jerubbaal or Gideon. 
So Gideon had two name changes.
Another who had a name change was Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth.  In 1 Chronicles 8:34 and 1 
Chronicles 9:40, Jonathan's son's name is given as Meribbaal.  Notice that the original names had “baal” 
as the ending syllable but were changed to “bosheth” or “besheth” as the ending syllables.

14.  David reigned over Judah for 14a _____________  years and 14b ___________ months,

while 14c ________________________ reigned over Israel for 14d ____________  years. Q14 ____
At the death of Ishbosheth, David began to reign over all of Israel, so why does Scripture say that 
Ishbosheth reigned only two years?  It is possible that he was not able to assume reigning over all of 
Israel at once, but only a section at a time.  Hence various areas are listed separately and finally “over all 
Israel” except for Judah where David was king.  Then he reigned for two years after that.
David never attempted to contest Ishbosheth to assume kingship over all of Israel just as he never tried 
to oust Saul from reigning as king.  David waited upon the Lord until the Lord placed him in that 
position.  
A situation arose, however, when Abner and the army of Ishbosheth set out from Mahanaim, the capital 
for Ishbosheth's kingdom, and went to Gibeon.  David's men under the leadership of Joab also went out 
and met together by the pool of Gibeon.  Abner and his men were on one side of the pool and Joab and 
his men were on the other side of the pool.
The location of ancient Gibeon is the modern village of El Jib.  “The beautiful valley which surrounds 
this tell is very fertile and probably was the means by which the inhabitants were sustained through its 
long history.  Excavations were carried on at El-Jib for four seasons beginning in 1956.  These 
expeditions were conducted under the leadership of James B. Pritchard.  The discoveries made there are 
most helpful to the Bible student.  Identification of El-Jib as ancient Gibeon was made sure by the 
recovery of a number of jar handles dating from the seventh century B.C.  On these jar handles were a 
number of inscriptions including the name of the town, Gibeon.  Among the important industries at 
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ancient Gibeon was the making of wine.  This has been verified by the discovery of wine vats dating to 
the pre-exilic  period.  Most spectacular of all the discoveries, however, was a large shaft leading to a 
pool, now identified with the pool mentioned in this chapter (cf. v. 33). “  (from Israel, From Conquest 
to Exile, A Commentary on Joshua-2 Kings, by John J. Davis and John C. Whitcomb, Pages 277-278) 
“Early in his search archaeologist 
Pritchard located a round water 
shaft, 37 feet in diameter, that led to 
a pool used by the city.  This shaft, 
comments Biblical Archaeology 
Review, 'was cut into the limestone 
bedrock to a depth of over 82 feet. 
Also cut into the limestone are a 
staircase and railing, which wind 
down to a level floor about halfway 
to the bottom of the shaft.  From 
there, the stairs drop straight down 
another 45 feet-to the level of the 
water table' (May-June 1995, p. 
43).” (from an article online by 
Mario Seiglie entitled “The Bible  
and Archaeology:  The Battle at the  
Pool of Gibeon.”)
While the two armies, Israel and Judah, with their captains sat on either side of the pool, Abner spoke up 
and suggested that a contest between 12 of his men and 12 of Joab's men be held.  The men were to go 
head to head in combat against each other.  Every warrior caught an opposing warrior by the head and 
then thrust his sword into the side of his opponent.  They all fell down dead, and nothing was 
determined by this contest.  So a larger battle broke out and David's men under Joab beat the men under 
Abner.
15.  Of the three sons of David's sister, Zeruiah, one was “as light of foot as a wild roe.”  
Who was he? Q15 ____

15

This son of Zeruiah, of whom it was said had once outrun a horse, began chasing after Abner and turned 
neither to the right nor to the left in his determination to catch up to him.
16.  What happened to this nephew of David, Asahel? Q16 ____

16

“Asahel was the brother of Joab and Abner did not want any part of a direct encounter with this young 
man.  He recognized that if should slay Asahel a blood feud would develop.  He gave warning to Asahel 
to forget his pursuit, but Asahel realized that if Abner could be slain he would have removed one of 
David's chief enemies and principal power behind King Ish-bosheth in the north.  The confrontation 
could not be avoided, however, and Abner was forced to slay the brother of Joab.”  (from Israel: From 
Conquest to Exile,  by Davis and Whitcomb, p. 279)
Asahel's two brothers, Joab and Abishai pursued after Abner until the sun went down and they had come 
to the hill of Ammah. 
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17.  Who joined with Abner at the top of this hill?    Q17 ____

17

Abner called to Joab and asked, “Shall the sword devour forever?  Do you not know that this will end 
bitterly?  How long shall it be before you order your men to following their brothers? “  And  Joab 
responded by saying, “If you had not spoken, we would have chased you until the morning.”
18 .  What did Joab then do to signal to his men that the chase was over?    Q18 ____

18

19.  How many men of David's  were killed?   How many of Abner's men were killed? Q19 ____

19

Asahel's body was buried in Bethlehem, in his father's sepulcher.

20.  Abner and his men walked all night and returned to 20a _________________. Q20 ____

       Joab and his men walked all night and reached 20b __________________ at the break of day.
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