
Samuel Lesson Seventeen
Read 1 Samuel 28:1-25
The Philistine army gathered together in Shunem to fight against Israel, whose army was gathered in 
Gilboa.  Achish spoke to David telling him that David should go out to battle with him.  David responds 
by telling Achish that Achish knows the capabilities of David and his army because he has known of 
David's military successes.  He does not actually agree that he will assist Achish, but he does not say he 
will not either.  Achish tells David that he will make David his personal bodyguard, “the keeper of mine 
head for ever.”
Samuel was now dead and cannot give Saul any word from the Lord concerning instructions on going to 
battle.  At an earlier time, Saul had ordered out of the land all those who consulted spirits for wisdom 
and instructions.   According to Exodus 22:18 and other passages, “Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” 
Neither can Saul consult the Urim because the High Priest and the Urim is with David.  The Lord will 
not speak to Saul in dreams or by any prophets.
Saul is greatly troubled and fearful because of the immense size of the Philistine army and desires some 
assurance that he can be successful if he goes to fight them.
Saul then seeks if there is still any woman in the land with a familiar spirit, that he may go and ask  her 
what he should do.
1.  Who do his servants tell Saul is someone with whom he may consult? Q1 ____

1

2.  What does Saul do in preparation of meeting this person? Q2 ____

2

3.What does Saul want her to do for him? Q3 ____

3

She is afraid to do as Saul asked, because Saul had ordered all those who consulted the dead out of the 
land.  She fears that this is a trap and that she will die if she does as Saul requests.  Saul assures her that 
she will not be punished.  She then asks Saul, “Whom shall I bring up?”
4.  What caused the woman to cry out with a loud voice? Q4 ____

4

5.  Why does she then recognize that it is Saul who has made this request? Q5 ____

5
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6.  How does the spiritist describe the one who appeared to  her? Q6 ____

6

Saul recognizes that she is describing Samuel, so he stooped to the ground bowing himself.  Samuel 
speaks to Saul and asks him why he has disturbed him.
7.  What is the reason Saul gives to Samuel for needing to speak to him? Q7 ____

7

Samuel asks Saul why are you asking for me seeing that the Lord has departed from you.  The Lord has 
taken the kingdom from you and given it to David, just as He told me He would do.
8.  What was the reason that the Lord had taken this action against Saul? Q8 ____

8

9.  What did Samuel tell Saul that the Lord would do concerning his present situation 
with the Philistines? Q9 ____

9

Upon hearing the tragic prophecy from Samuel, Saul fell to the ground with no strength left in him 
because he had not eaten all day and night.  The woman reminded Saul that she had put her life in his 
hands by doing as he had requested her.
10.  What did the woman now offer to do for Saul? Q10 ____

10

At first Saul refused her offer.  But Saul's servants and the woman compelled him to agree.  Saul arose 
from the floor and sat on the bed or divan.

11.  What did the woman prepare for Saul? Q11 ____

11

Read 1 Samuel 29:1-11
12.  Where were the two armies gathered?  The Philistines?  The Israelites? Q12 ____

12

When the armies of the various Philistine lords assembled together to march against Israel, David and 
his men were at the very rear of the group.  The princes of the Philistines questioned Achish about why 
David and his army were gathered there with the Philistines.
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13.  What does Achish tell them concerning David? Q13 ____

a.  This is David, the servant of 13a _____________  the king of 13b ___________________.

b. He has been  13c _______   13d ____  all these days, or these years.

c.  I have found 13e ______ 13f _____________ with him since he came to me.
14.  What did the princes of the Philistines tell Achish to do concerning David? Q14 ____

14

15. What were the princes afraid that David and his army might do? Q15 ____

15

Achish did as the princes of the Philistines demanded.  Yet Achish himself trusted David.  David 
protested by asking Achish, “But what have I done? … “that I may not go fight the enemies of my lord 
the king?”  In reality, David was most likely greatly relieved that he did not need to go fight against his 
own people.  He wanted, however, to stay in the good graces of Achish.
16.  What good things did Achish tell David? Q16 ____

You have been 16a ________________ and your coming in with me in the army is 16b ____________

in my sight:  for I have not found 16c _____________ in you .  I know that you 16d _____   16e ______ 

in my sight, as an 16f _______________ of God.  (Verses 6 and 9.)
17.  What did David and his men do in response to Achish's request to appease the princes 
of the Philistines? Q17 ____

17
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