
Samuel Lesson Sixteen
Read 1 Samuel 26:1-25
This story has some similarities with the story of chapter 24.  Albert Barnes wrote that “the most 
probable conclusion is that the two narratives relate to one and the same event.”  We shall see, however, 
that there are several differences that make it quite improbable that they are telling about the same 
incident.
The Ziphites again revealed to Saul the hiding place of David.  In chapter 24, David was hiding in the 
wilderness of Engedi which is near the Dead Sea.  In this chapter, David is hiding “in the hill of 
Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon.”  Hachilah means hill and Jeshimon means waste or wasteland. 
Keil and Delitzsh in their commentary say this:  “On 1 Samuel 26:1 and 1 Samuel 26:2 compare the 
explanations of 1 Samuel 23:19 and 1 Samuel 24:3.  Instead of 'before (in the face of) Jeshiimon' (i.e., 
the wilderness), we find the situation defined more precisely in 1 Samuel 23:19, as 'to the right (i.e. on 
the south) of the wilderness (Jeshimon).'” 
I Samuel 23: 19 - “Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself 
with us in strongholds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshimon?' It sounds 
much like 1 Samuel 26:1 “And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide 
himself in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon?”  Yet 1 Samuel 24:1 says:  “And it came to 
pass, when Saul was returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David 
is in the wilderness of Engedi.”
In chapter 24, David and his men were hiding in a cave, when Saul entered the cave and David cut off a 
piece of his robe.  In our present chapter, “David abode in the wilderness,” (verse 3) and “Saul lay in the 
trench, and the people pitched round about him.” (Verse 5)  The trench was probably a wadi or a dry 
river bed.  See picture below on the right.

 
The Judean hill country east of Jerusalem. The deep wadis (seasonal 

streams) between the hills make travel difficult.
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1.  When David asked, “Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp?” who agreed to go 
with David? Q1 ____

1

2.  How was this person related to David?  Read 1 Chronicles 2:15, 16. Q2 ____

2

David restrained Abishai from spearing Saul to the ground because Saul was the Lord's anointed.
3.  What ways did David suggest that Saul might meet his death instead of his killing him? Q3 ____

a.

b.  or

c.  or

4.  What did David and Abishai remove from the site near the sleeping Saul? Q4 ____

4

David called to Abner, the captain of Saul's army, and taunted him, saying aren't you a valiant man, yet 
you have not protected the life of the king.  David said that Abner was worthy to die because of this 
failure.  Then he showed that he held Saul's spear and cruse of water which had been near Saul's head as 
he slept.  As he spoke, Saul awakened and recognized David's voice.  David again asked what he had 
done to cause Saul to seek his life.
David suggests two possibilities as the cause for Saul's hostility toward David.

a.  That the Lord had stirred Saul up against David.
b.  The children of men had instigated Saul against David.

In the first case, David says that the best way to deal with it is for Saul to offer a sacrifice to appease the 
Lord.
5.  What kind of sacrifices does David say are pleasing to the Lord in Psalm 51:16, 17? Q5 ____

5

6.  In Psalm 141:2, what did David ask the Lord to receive as a sweet smelling incense?  
And what did he ask the Lord to receive as a sacrifice? Q6 ____

6

7.  What does Revelation 5:8 say are the prayers of saints? Q7 ____

7

When David suggested that the Lord had stirred up Saul against himself, did he suggest that the Lord 
sometimes instigates men to sin?  In the next several questions, which will lead us to a number of verses, 
both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament, we will attempt to answer that question.
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8.  In 2 Samuel 24:1, who moved David to number the Israelites? Q8 ____

8

9.  In 2 Samuel 24:10, what did David acknowledge he had done by counting Israel? Q9 ____

9

10.  In 1 Chronicles 21:1, the same incident is recorded.  Who does this verse say caused David 
to count Israel? Q10 ____

10

11. In  Job 2:3, who moved against Job to destroy Job? Q11 ____

11

12.  From what does 2 Thessalonians 3:3 say that the Lord will keep us? Q12 ____

12

13.  What does 2 Thessalonians 2:11 say that God will cause men to do? Q13 ____

13

14.  Yet what does James 1:13-15 tell us about why men are tempted to sin? Q14 ____

14

15.  In 1 Samuel 26:19, what did David say was the result for David of Saul's intense hostility
toward David? Q15 ____

15

In verse 21, Saul admits once again that he had sinned.
16.  What does Saul claim he will now do as the result of David regarding Saul's soul
 as precious? Q16 ____

16

Read 1 Samuel 27:1-12
17.  Of what has David now become convinced? Q17 ____

17
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18.  What did David decide to do to preserve his life? Q18 ____

18

David fled with his 600 men and his two wives to live at Gath.  When Saul learned where David had 
gone, he stopped chasing after him.
19.  What did David ask of  Achish, king of Gath? Q19 ____

19

20.  Where did David next go to live? Q20 ____

20

21.  For how long did David live in the land of the Philistines? Q21 ____

21

22.  Against which tribes of people that were living in the land, did David invade and kill? Q22 ____

22

23.  Why did Achish believe that David would serve him forever? Q23 ____

23
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