
Samuel Lesson Thirteen
Read 1 Samuel 20:1-42
David left Naioth in Ramah to go to Gibeah, the home town of Saul and Jonathan.  He asked Jonathan 
why his father wanted to kill him seeing that David had done no wrong.  Jonathan could not believe that 
his father wanted to kill David because he had always had a close relationship with his father and Saul 
had always confided his plans to Jonathan.
1.  What did David tell Jonathan was the reason that Saul had withheld his intentions
from Jonathan? Q1 ____

1

David decided to stay away from Saul's dinner at the occasion of the new moon and the day following. 
Depending upon Saul's reaction to his absence, David would know whether or not Saul intended to harm 
him.
2.  How was Jonathan to explain David's absence to his father? Q2 ____

2

3.  If Saul should say, “It is well,” then David 3a _______________________, but if Saul became
angry then David 3b ______________________________________. Q3 ____
Jonathan still insisted that he would know if his father, King Saul, had any evil intentions toward David. 
Then the two of them went out into the field to talk further.  There Jonathan presented a plan to make 
David aware of Saul's intentions.
4.  If after Jonathan shot an arrow and he speaks to the boy whom will retrieve the arrows, that the
arrows 4a ______________________________________, then David should come out for there is no
harm planned for David.  If Jonathan tells the boy that the arrows 4b ___________________________
then David should go away for his safety. Q4 ____
5a.  What did King Saul say on the first day that David was absent from the king's table? Q5a ____

5a

5b.  How did King Saul excuse David in his own mind concerning his absence? Q5b ____

5b
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6.  How did King Saul react on the second day of David's absence? Q6 ____

He became angry against Jonathan and called Jonathan 6a ___________________________________. 

He said Jonathan had chosen 6b _____________________________ to his shame and the shame of his
6c __________________________.
7.  King Saul told Jonathan that as long as David lived, Jonathan would 7a __________________
7b ________________________________________________________________________. Q7 ____
8.  What did King Saul do when Jonathan asked Saul what David had done to deserve death? Q8 ____

8

Then Jonathan knew that Saul was determined to kill David.  He warns David according to the plan that 
they had set up.  David and Jonathan met and gave each other a tearful farewell.
Read 1 Samuel 21:1-15
David fled and went to Nob, where the tabernacle was now located, to see the High Priest, Ahimelech. 
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary says that Nob was located on the Mount of Olives, “a little north 
of the top, on the northeast of the city [Jerusalem] and about five miles from Gibeah.”  Nob was a city of 
the tribe of Benjamin, Saul's tribe, and near to the city of Anathoth.  Alfred Edersheim says, “The village 
is on the road from the north to Jerusalem—between Anathoth and the Holy City, and only about one 
hour north-west from the latter.  Here Ahimelech (or Ahiah, 1 Sam. 14:3), the great-grandson of Eli, 
ministered as high-priest—a man probably advanced in years, with whom his son Abiathar (afterwards 
appointed high-priest by David, 1 Sam. 30:7) was, either for that day or permanently,conjoined in sacred 
service.  Nob was only about an hour to the south-east of Gibeah of Saul.”
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown also says that Ahimelech is the same person as Ahiah or perhaps his brother 
because both are said to be sons of Ahitub.  1 Samuel 14:3 and 1 Samuel 22:9, 11.
However, 2 Samuel 8:17 and 1 Chronicles 18:16  says that Ahimelech or Abimelech is the son of 
Abiathar.  1 Samuel 22:20 says that Abiathar is the son of Ahimelech.  Because the word “son” could 
mean son, grandson, or any descendant and because these men were often referred to by several 
different names, it is difficult to decide just what is the correct order of the high priests.  Josephus. Seder 
Olam Zuta and the Tanakh lists them in this order:  Eli, Ahitub, Ahiah (Ahijah), Ahimelech, Abiathar and 
Zadok.
9.  What question did Ahimelech ask David after he arrived? Q9 ____

9

10.  How did David answer?  Was he truthful? Q10 ____

10

11.  Did David have any companions with him?    See also Matthew 12:3,4 and Mark 2:25 Q11 ____

11

12.  What did David request from the priest? Q12 ____

12
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13.  The priest answered David saying that he had no 13a ______________  13b _____________ but
only 13c _________________________   _________________________. Q13 ____
14.  According to Old Testament law written in Leviticus 2:10, Leviticus 22:10, 11, and Leviticus 24:9,
who were the only ones allowed to eat the bread offering made to the Lord? Q14 ____

14

It is written in Leviticus 24:5 that each loaf of the shewbread contained “two tenth deals” of fine flour. 
Malcolm Window says “a tenth deal” means a tenth of an ephah.  Exodus 16:36 tells us that an omer is 
the tenth part of an ephah or the same as “a tenth deal.”  Exodus 16:16 tells us that one man's daily 
ration of manna was one omer.  The Lion Encyclopedia of the Bible says that an omer is 2.2 litres.  A 
loaf of shewbread then was made up of 2 cups of flour or what is required for a one pound loaf of bread. 
It would take five loaves of bread to equal one man's daily ration of manna.
15.  What was the condition required by the priest before granting David's request? Q15 ____

15

16.  Who of Saul's men was present at the time that David made his request to Ahimelech? Q16 ____

16

17.  What else did David request from Ahimelech? Q17 ____

17

18.  What did Ahimelech offer to David in response for this request?  
See also 1 Samuel 17:54. Q18 ____

18

19.  Where did David go after leaving Ahimelech? Q19 ____

19

20.  Why did David become afraid of Achish? Q20 ____

20

Read Psalm 56, particularly verses 3, 4, 10, 11  for David's thoughts at this time.
21.  What ruse did David use to prevent Achish from doing him harm? Q21 ____

21

Read Psalm 34.
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