
Samuel Lesson Nine
Read 1 Samuel 14:1-16
In 1 Samuel 13:3 and 4 , the word translated as garrison in the KJV is the Hebrew word, netsib, which is 
defined as a pillar, or a military marker.  The word translated as garrison in the KJV in 1 Samuel 14:1 is 
a different Hebrew word, matstab.  It means a standing place, a station, an outpost or position.  Later in 
1 Samuel 14:12, we come across yet another Hebrew word that is translated garrison in the KJV.  This 
word is matstsabah, and means a military guard or army. This is the only one of them that indicates 
actual troops.
Jonathan and his armor bearer bravely ventured to go over to the Philistines' garrison, or the location of 
the Philistines outpost, a place where Philistine troops were located.  Meanwhile, Saul stayed under a 
pomegranate tree at a secure place named Migron with his 600 troops.  Adam Clarke surmises that the 
troops hid beneath a huge overhang of rock, probably because the name Migron means a precipice.  Saul 
and those with him did not know what Jonathan was doing because Jonathan had not told his father.
This seems similar to another place in the Bible where 600 men hid under a rock formation.  When the 
men of Israel chased after the men of Benjamin and enclosed around them near Gibeah, the 
Benjaminites went to the rock of Rimmon.  “But six hundred men turned and fled to the wilderness unto 
the rock Rimmon, and abode in the rock Rimmon four months.”  (Judges 20:47)  Another connection is 
that the word “rimmon” means pomegranate.  It was either the same place or another like it in a nearby 
place.
1.  Who was Ahiah or Ahijah? Q1 ____

1

There were two large sharp rocks on either side of a pass through which Jonathan planned to cross to 
reach the Philistine garrison.
2.  What were the names of these two rocks or cliffs? Q2 ____

2

3.  One rock was located to the north or toward what place?  The other was located to the south or 
toward what place? Q3 ____

3

Jonathan apparently believed that the Lord would divinely guide them and give them victory over the 
Philistines, who still held some territory in this area.  He believed that this was land that was given to the 
Israelites by the Lord.  He believed that the Lord is not limited in what He can do, and even with only a 
few faithful men could give them victory.
4.  What did the armor bearer say to Jonathan to show that he would be with Jonathan all the 
way? Q4 ____

4
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5.  Describe the test or means of determining what the will of God was for them? Q5 ____

5

6.  What did the Philistines say that indicated that they believed some of the Israelites who had been 
hiding in fear were now coming out, perhaps to defect to the Philistine army? Q6 ____

6

Jonathan and his armor bearer climbed up the rocks on their hands and 
feet to reach the area of the Philistine watchguards.  Jonathan apparently 
knocked them down so that they fell before him.
7.  What did the armor bearer then do to the felled men? Q7 ____

7

8.  How many men did Jonathan and his armor bearer kill and in what 
size area of land was this done? Q8 ____

8

Now the rest of the Philistine troops who probably were situated further back panicked and there was 
great confusion among them.  They evidently believed that they had been attacked by a great number of 
men.
9.  What did God do that added to the confusion and fear among the Philistines? Q9 ____

9

Saul's advance guard who were his watchmen were near enough that they could hear a great commotion. 
The Philistines "melted away, and went on beating down one another."
There is a story that shows that God used this same method in this same place to confuse an army in 
modern times.

Here is the story from Major Vivian Gilbert, a British Army Officer:
In the First World War, a brigade major in Allenby’s army in Palestine was on one 
occasion searching his Bible with the light of a candle, looking for a certain name.  His 
brigade had received orders to take a village that stood on a rocky prominence on the 
other side of a deep valley.  It was called Michmash and the name seemed somehow 
familiar.  Eventually he found it in 1 Samuel 13 and read there:  "And Saul, and Jonathan 
his son, and the people that were present with them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin but the 
Philistines encamped in Michmash."  It then went on to tell how Jonathan and his 
armour-bearer crossed over during the night "to the Philistines’ garrison" on the other 
side, and how they passed two sharp rocks:  "there was a sharp rock on the one side, and 
a sharp rock on the other side: and the name of the one was Bozez and the name of the 
other Seneh."  They clambered up the cliff and overpowered the garrison, "within as it 
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were a half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plough."  The main body of the 
enemy awakened by the melee thought they were surrounded by Saul’s troops and 
"melted away and they went on beating down one another."  Thereupon Saul attacked 
with his whole force and beat the enemy.  "So the Lord saved Israel that day."
The brigade major reflected that there must still be this narrow passage through the rocks, 
between two spurs, and at the end of it the "half acre of land."  He woke the commander 
and there read the passage through together once more.  Patrols were sent out.  They 
found the pass, which was thinly held by the Turks, and which led past two jagged rocks 
-- obviously Bozez and Seneh.  Up on top, beside Michmash, they could see by the light 
of the moon a small flat field.  The brigadier altered his plan of attack.  Instead of 
deploying the whole brigade he sent one company through the pass under cover of 
darkness.  The few Turks whom they met were overpowered without a sound, the cliffs 
were scaled, and shortly before daybreak the company had taken up a position on "the 
half acre of land."
The Turks woke up and took to their heels in disorder since they thought they were being 
surrounded by Allenby’s army.  They were all killed or taken prisoner.  And so, after 
thousands of years, British troops successfully copied the tactics of Saul and Jonathan. 
(Keller, The Bible As History, pages 179-180)
-- from http://www.enduringword.com/commentaries/0914.htm

Read 1 Samuel 14:17-34
Saul perceived that some of his troops evidently had gone to the Philistine camp without direction from 
him as their "commander-in-chief" and had caused this ruckus.  So Saul ordered that his troops be 
numbered to find out who was missing.  They discovered that Jonathan and his armor bearer were not 
with them.  Saul then called for the priest, Ahiah, to bring forth the ark of God.  Scripture says that the 
ark "was at that time with the children of Israel."  As far as we know, the ark was still at Kearjath-
Jearim.  According to the Septuagint, it was the ephod (priestly garment) of the High Priest, that was 
with them here.  Within the breast plate of the high priest the urim and thummin were kept.  These were 
used to determine the will of the Lord.  It was probable that Saul wanted to consult the Lord through the 
urim and thummin to find out if the Lord would be with them, if they went to attack the Philistines.  Just 
then the noise from the army of the Philistines increased and Saul changed his mind.
10.  What did Saul tell the priest, Ahiah? Q10 ____

10

Saul assembled all the people that were with him to go to battle.  The Philistines' "sword was against his 
fellow, and there was a great discomfiture." 
11.  Who joined with the Israelite army of Saul (600 men) at this time? Q11 ____

11

"And the Lord saved Israel that day:  and the battle passed over unto Beth-aven (Bethel)."  
1 Samuel 14:23.
12.  What order had Saul given to his men before the battle that Jonathan had not heard? Q12 ____

12

http://www.enduringword.com/commentaries/0914.htm
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God had promised to the Israelites a land that flowed with milk and honey.  Lev 20:24 -- "But I have 
said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with 
milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, which have separated you from other people."
Apparently, the trees in the forests there were filled with honeycombs dripping with honey and often 
they fell onto the ground.  Adam Clarke in his commentary wrote this, "It seems to have dropped from 
the trees on the ground.  Honey dews, as they are called, are not uncommon in most countries:  and this 
appears to have been something of this kind.  I have seen honey, in considerable quantity on the trees 
and long grass in the fields, and have often eaten of it."
When the army came into the forest, they found honey which had dropped on the ground.  Jonathan 
dipped his rod into the honey that had dropped and ate some of the honey.  Then the others that were 
with him told him what his father had said.
13.  What was Jonathan's response?  Why was Saul's order foolish? Q13 ____

13

14.  What did the men of Saul's army do following their successful routing of the Philistines that was 
contrary to the law of God? Q14 ____

14

15.  Saul spoke to them and said, "Ye have transgressed."  What order did Saul give, that they should not 
sin against the Lord? Q15 ____

15

Read 1 Samuel 14:35-52
Saul built an altar to the Lord.  Scripture says that this "was the first altar that he built unto the Lord." 
Did Saul have the authority to build an altar, or was this a privilege for the priests?  In lesson two while 
we were studying 1 Samuel 2, we learned that a man of God told the priest Eli that the Levites were 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel to serve God in a special way.  They were privileged to "offer upon 
mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me." (1 Samuel 2:28)  This was not something that 
the ordinary Israelite was given the privilege to do, not even the king.
Now Saul wants to go down to "the Philistines by night, and spoil them until the morning light."  The 
priest said, "Let us draw near hither unto God."  
16. How did the Lord answer Saul when he inquired whether or not they should pursue after the 
Philistines? Q16 ____

16

Saul deduced that someone in his camp had sinned (verse 38) against the Lord.  Saul declared that 
whoever it was, "he shall surely die."  None of the Israelites said a word or revealed to Saul that it was 
his son, Jonathan, that had broken his order, to bring Saul's curse upon himself.  Did Jonathan really 
commit a sin against the Lord by eating the honey or did Jonathan unknowingly disobey an oath forced 
upon his men by Saul?  
They tried to find the person by drawing lots, and Jonathan was revealed as the one.  Saul asked 
Jonathan what he had done.  After Jonathan admitted that he had tasted a little honey, Saul used the same 



Samuel Lesson 9 – Page 39

curse formula that Eli had used when asking Samuel as a little boy to tell him what the Lord had said to 
him in the night.  (1 Samuel 3:17)  "God do so and more also:  for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan."
17.  How was Jonathan saved from death as a result of Saul's irrational  curse? Q17 ____

17

Saul abandoned the idea of further chasing the Philistines, and the Philistines "went to their own place." 
Saul now was fully established in reigning over the kingdom of Israel, and fought against all the enemies 
of Israel.
18.  What enemies of Israel were listed in this chapter? Q18 ____

18

19.  Give the names of all of Saul's children, sons and daughters, including one mentioned in 
2 Samuel 2:12.  What was his wife's name?  Who was Abner? Q19 ____

Sons - 19a

Daughters - 19b

Wife - 19c

Abner was 19d
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	Q4: 
	4: "Do all that is in thine heart, behold, I am with thee according to thy heart."
	Q5: 
	5: After revealing themselves, they waited to see if the Philistines would say to them, "wait until we come to you" or if they said "come up to us."  The first answer meant that they should not go up.  If it was the second answer, it meant that the Lord would deliver the Philistines into their hands.
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