
Samuel Lesson Eight
Read 1 Samuel 12:1-25
Samuel spoke to the people after Saul had been made king at Gilgal.  He told them, You have asked for a 
king, and now you have a king.  Then he gave a defense of himself and his leadership in the form of a 
series of questions.

1.  Of what crimes or sins did he ask the people had he committed? Q1 ____

a.

b.

c.

d.

The people agreed that Samuel had not done any of those things.  Samuel claimed God and His anointed 
as his witness. Then Samuel related ways in which the Lord had blessed Israel.
2.  What were the first two things that Samuel said that the Lord had done for Israel? Q2 ____

2

3.  What did the Lord allow to happen to Israel when the people forgot the Lord? Q3 ____

3

Then the people cried to the Lord in repentance, confessing their sins of having served Baalim and 
Ashtoreth, and they pled for deliverance from their enemies.
4.  Whom did Samuel tell them that the Lord sent to their rescue? Q4 ____

Against which enemy Deliverer Bible Reference of the Story

4a 4b Judges 7

4c 4d Judges 4 and 5

4e 4f Judges 11 and 12

4g 4h Book of Samuel
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5.  Samuel told them that they had already had a king.  Who was this king? Q5 ____

5

6. What conditions did Samuel present to the people for them to continue to follow the Lord? Q6 ____

6a

6b

6c

7.  What was "the great thing" the Lord did in response to Samuel's call to the Lord? Q7 ____

7

8.  What was the result of this "great thing?" Q8 ____

8a.

8b.

9.  Samuel reassured the people that, although they had been wicked, God would not forsake them if 
they would do what: Q9 ____

9a.

9b.

10.  For what reasons did the Lord not forsake Israel? Q10 ____

10a.

10b.

11. What did Samuel say would be a sin should Samuel fail to do it? Q11 ____

11

12.  What else would Samuel do for the people? Q12 ____

12

Samuel admonished the people to remember all the good things that the Lord had done for them.
13.  What did Samuel say would happen to them if they should continue to do wicked things? Q13 ____

13
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1 Samuel 13:1
Chapter 13 of 1 Samuel begins, in the King James Version, "Saul reigned one year; and when he had 
reigned two years over Israel, Saul chose him three thousand men..."  Literally, the text reads, "A son of 
a year is Saul in his reigning, yea, two years he hath reigned over Israel..."
This verse has troubled the best of scholars.  Most scholars assume that the verse follows the same 
pattern as used for David and other kings of Israel, such as in 2 Samuel 5:4 --

"David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years."
This pattern, called the "regnal formula", gives two numbers:

• the age of the king at the beginning of his reign
• the number of years that the king reigned

Assuming the regnal formula and taking it literally, this would mean:
"Saul was one year old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years."

This doesn't make sense, of course, so those that assume the regnal formula are forced to also assume 
one or more textual errors.  Since the original Hebrew usually uses digits for numbers, this second 
assumption amounts to guessing digits for the blanks in:

"Saul was __1 year old when he began to reign, and he reigned __2 years."
This theory leads to translations such as the New International Version, 1984 – 

"Saul was [thirty] years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel [forty-] two 
years."

But there is another literary pattern, called a "numerical progression", that may better fit this text.  It is 
roughly similar to an English device used for emphasis such as "If I told you once, I've told you a 
hundred times."  A typical biblical example is Proverbs 30:18 --

"There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four things which I know 
not."

And in verse 19, four things are listed.  Sometimes when a "numerical progression" is used, a list 
follows, and sometimes not.  In either case, the pattern is used for emphasis, and there is a suggestion 
that the actual number may be even higher.
So, according to this pattern, 1 Samuel 13:1 would be:

"Saul reigned one year, and when he had reigned two years..."
Regarding this verse, Doug Bookman says, "what if the verse was not intended to be the initial Old 
Testament appearance of that [regnal] formula; what if the historian never meant to record either Saul's 
age when he took the throne or the length of his reign?  Indeed, might the verse be better read as another 
instance of the very common and effective device discussed above – the numerical progression."
"Notice that the verse very well fits the mold of the numerical progression: 'x, x + 1.'  As in Amos 1:3..., 
there is no list of items subsequent to the numerical progression; rather the progression is in the 
numbered items themselves.  And in both cases the message is to be found not so much in the numerical 
value of the digits themselves, but in the force of the numerical progression, which literary device is 
intended to communicate fullness or intensity.
"By this reading, the point of the verse is just as it stands:  'Saul was the son of a year (as king), and 
when he had reigned two years over Israel...'  Again, the reference is -- always with the numerical 
progression – to fullness.  The point is probably this:  'When Saul was fully established as king.'  It is not 
a specific chronological reference.  Rather, it makes the point that an undefined amount of time went by, 
probably relatively brief, during which Saul fully esconced himself on the throne, and that only after that 
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period of time did the melancholy events of 1 Sam 13 occur."
For a more detailed analysis of this verse, see the appendix below.
Read 1 Samuel 13:2-23
14.  Saul chose an army of three thousand men.  How many were with Saul and how many were with his 
son, Jonathan?  Where were Saul and his men encamped and where were Jonathan and his men? Q14 ____

14

15.  What did Jonathan do that caused the Philistines to hold Israel in contempt? Q15 ____

15

16.  Describe the quantity of Philistines that gathered together to fight Israel? Q16 ____

16

17.  What did the men of Israel do when they saw this mass array of Philistines? Q17 ____

17

18.  Where did Saul remain and those that were following him? Q18 ____

18

19.  Now, it seems that Saul is ready to follow Samuel's instruction of 1 Samuel 10:8.  What was that 
instruction? Q19 ____

19

20.  Why was Samuel so angry with Saul after arriving at Gilgal? Q20 ____

20

21.  What did Samuel tell Saul that the Lord would do because of what Saul had done? Q21 ____

21

22.  Why were there no swords or spears in Israel on the day of the battle with the Philistines? Q22 ____

22
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 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix:  1 Sam 13:1 – Regnal Formula or Numeric Progression?  Corrupted or Preserved?
King James Version – "Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel,"
American Standard Version – " Saul was forty years old when he began to reign; and when he had 
reigned two years over Israel,"
New American Standard Version, 1995 – "Saul was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty two years over Israel."
New International Version, 1984 – "Saul was [thirty] years old when he became king, and he reigned 
over Israel [forty-] two years."
New Living Translation, 2007 – "Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned for 
forty-two years."
English Standard Version, 2001 – "Saul was...  years old when he began to reign, and he reigned...  and 
two years over Israel."
Douay-Rheims Bible - "Saul was a child of one year when he began to reign, and he reigned two years 
over Israel."
Why do these various versions of the Bible vary so widely?  Because the earliest text is so incompre- 
hensible to the translators and Bible commentators.  Adam Clarke says in his Commentary on the Bible,  
"A great deal of learned labor has been employed and lost on this verse, to reconcile it with propriety 
and common sense."  Albert Barnes in his Notes on the Bible, says this, "The text of this verse, omitted 
by the Septuagint, is held to be corrupt, and the numerals denoting Saul's age at his ascession as well as 
the duration of his reign are thought to be omitted or faulty."
Literally, the text reads, "A son of a year is Saul in his reigning, yea, two years he hath reigned over 
Israel."  That, of course, makes no sense.  Saul could not have been only one year old when he became 
king, nor did he reign for only two years.
Most translators have used a pattern found in other Scriptures concerning the age of a king and the 
length of his reign.  For example:

• 2 Samuel 5:4 – "David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years."
• 1 Kings 14:21 - "...Rehoboam was forty and one years old when he began to reign, and he 

reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem..."
• 1 Kings 22:42 – "Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years when he began to reign; and he reigned 

twenty and five years in Jerusalem."
• 2 Kings 8:26 – "Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned 

one year in Jerusalem."
The problem with this verse was that the numbers did not make sense:  one year old when beginning to 
reign or reigning for only two years.  Most translators and commentators concluded that the text was 
corrupt and that some numerals were missing.  By conjecturing they concluded that Saul was either 
thirty or forty when he began to reign and probably reigned for forty years or so.  This "error" or 
"corruption" dates back a very long time, because the Septuagint (the oldest Greek translation of the 
Hebrew) omitted the verse altogether.  The Septuagaint was produced around 250 BC.
I read lengthy explanations of this corruption and the conclusions of  Matthew Pool, Albert Barnes, 
Adam Clarke, Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary, Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old 
Testament, John Gill, and Matthew Henry.  I wrote these out in long-hand for my own reference.  I 
searched on the Internet for other explanations because I wasn't happy with the conclusion that it was all 
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due to an ancient corruption of God's Word.  Then I found an article by Bookman Ministries, after 
posing the question, "How old was Saul?" to Google.  I was familiar with a speaker from Friends of 
Israel named Doug Bookman and so pursued this article.  Doug Bookman was the writer of the article, it 
turned out.  He has a doctorate and teaches in a small Bible college somewhere.   He has a very different 
explanation of this verse.  It will be a little difficult to explain in a few words.  His article was six pages 
long.
His article was entitled, "Just How Old Was Saul?"  In the article he referred to and quoted from another 
article he had written concerning "a peculiar Hebrew idiom, the most familiar expression of which is the 
numerical proverb found occasionally in the book of Proverbs."  He suggested that "this literary device
—foreign to the modern reader and thus easily overlooked—might well be the key to the proper reading 
of one of the most cryptic verses in the Old Testament.  That verse is 1 Samuel 13:1."  Bookman then 
suggests that this verse is not a corruption but "that the text as it stands has been faithfully transmitted, 
that it is the text which the divine historian originally penned."
The pattern to which I referred to earlier and gave examples from 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings is called 
a "regnal formula."  The literary device that Bookman believes may explain this verse is based upon a 
"numerical progression."  Bookman writes, "The construction is disarmingly simple and quite flexible. 
It is the literary device which is framed in terms of a numerical progression – basically, "x, yea, x + 1." 
Bookman tells us that "four times in Proverbs 30 this construction is employed, always with the numbers 
"3, yea 4" (30:15, 18, 21, 29).  In each case the four items are [listed] after the introductory accounting." 
"On the other hand, many times only one numeral is explicit, but the list which follows makes clear the 
numerical progression' for instance in Prov. 30:7, Agur implores, 'Two things I asked of you...' but in the 
next verse he lists three.  And again, in many cases there is no digit expressed at all, the progression 
from one number to the next carries the weight of the expression...  Finally, the digits may be used with 
no ensuing list, as in Amos1:3 – "Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for 
four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof..."  Following this there is no list of items or 
transgressions.  The numerical progression is intended to express "fullness or intensity."  
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