
Samuel Lesson Five 
Read 1 Samuel 3:21 and 4:1, 2.
1.  From whom did Samuel receive knowledge? 1 ____________________________________ Q1 ____

2.  To whom did Samuel impart this knowledge? 2 ___________________________________ Q2 ____

Israel and the Philistines are preparing to go to battle.

3.  Israel's soldiers encamped at 3a _______________________ and the Philistines were arrayed at 

3b __________________________ Q3 ____

The land was still not completely conquered.  One area that was still in the hands of Israel's enemies 
included five city-states inhabited by the people called the Philistines.  Each of these city-states was 
ruled by a lord.  The Philistines were a sea people and Amos and Jeremiah tells us that they came from 
Caphtor.  Amos 9:7 -- “Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the 
LORD.  Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the 
Syrians from Kir?” (KJV)  “for the Lord will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of 
Caphtor.”  (Jeremiah 37:4 KJV).  Smith's Bible Dictionary says that Caphtor is “Supposed to be in 
Egypt, or near to it in Africa.”  Some scholars have written that Caphtor is the island of Crete.

Read Joshua 13:3 in NIV and in KJV.
4.  Name the city-states of the Philistines and what the people of those city-states were called.

Name of City-state from NIV Name of People from KJV
4a 4b

4c 4d

4e 4f

4g 4h

4i 4j

Q4 ____

5.  Who lost the battle and how many of their men were killed?
5a _____________________________ lost and 5b __________________________ men were killed.

Q5 ____
Read 1 Samuel 4:3-11.
6.  What did Israel decide to do to increase there chance for winning in the next battle with the

Philistines? 6 _________________________________________________________________ Q6 ____
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The Israelites failed to recognize their need to repent of the immorality and idolatry of which they were 
guilty.  Their thinking and behavior was on a par with their enemies, the idol-worshiping Philistines. 
The ark of the covenant had come to be no more than an idol to them.  They felt that this chest of wood 
and gold was a good-luck charm that would save them in battle.

7.  Who accompanied the ark of the covenant, perhaps even carried it, from Shiloh to the camp of the

Israelites?  7 _________________________________________________________________ Q7 ____

Read Numbers 4:4,5.
8.  How was the ark of the covenant to be covered when it was moved?

First with 8a ___________________________________________

Then with 8b ___________________________________________

Finally with 8c __________________________________________ Q8 ____

9.  To avoid touching it, what device was used for carrying the ark of the covenant?

9 __________________________________________________________________________ Q9 ____

10.  What was the reaction of the Israelites when the ark came into their camp?

10 ________________________________________________________________________ Q10 ____

11.  What was the reaction of the Philistines upon hearing that the ark of the covenant had come into 

the Israelites' camp? 11 ________________________________________________________ Q11 ____

The Philistines were worshipers of many gods and assumed that the Israelites were as well.  In verse 
eight they refer to the God of Israel in the plural, “these mighty Gods” and “the Gods that smote the 
Egyptians.”  They were also ill informed concerning the history of the Israelites.

12.  What did the Philistines say that showed that their knowledge of Israel's history was inaccurate?

12 ________________________________________________________________________ Q12 ____

13.  What was the result of this battle?  Winner 13a ________________ Loser 13b _________________

13c _________________________men killed.      Ark of the Covenant 13d _______________________

13e ___________________ and 13f ______________________ were killed.                           Q13 ____

Read 1 Samuel 4:12-22
14.  What are the four parts of the message given to Eli by the  messenger?

14a.________________________________________________________

14b.________________________________________________________

14c.________________________________________________________

14d.________________________________________________________ Q14 ____

15.  After the messenger brought the news to Shiloh and to Eli, how did the

 news affect Eli?

15 ________________________________________________________________________ Q15 ____

16.  What happened to the wife of Phineas when she heard the results of the battle?

16 ________________________________________________________________________ Q16 ____
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17.  What name was given to Eli's grandson and what does it mean? 17a _________________________

17b _______________________________________________________________________ Q17 ____

The Wycliffe Bible Commentary:
Glory - “Glory has a variety of meanings in Hebrew.  It may mean 'weight,' used metaphorically to 
denote worth or prestige.  Such 'glory' may be evidenced in riches (Ps. 49:16, 17), in a crown (Job 19:9), 
in gorgeous vestments (Ex. 28:2).  The glory of a forest is its trees; of a nation, its people.  'Glory' is also 
used as a surrogate for God.  Here it means, 'Where is God?'  The Hebrews often failed to distinguish 
between the presence of God and the religious symbols for his presence.  God was where the holy 
objects were.  When the ark was taken, God was regarded as absent from Israel.  In subsequent years, 
Israel's prophets insisted that God was with his people as truly in the hour of chastisement as at the time 
of blessing.”

Departed - “The Hebrew word expresses much more.  It is an ominous word, meaning  is gone into  
exile.  The ark had gone into a foreign land.  It is probable that this victory of the Philistines was 
followed by the desolation of Shiloh.  Though the historical books are silent about this tragedy, it was 
still far from forgotten in Jeremiah's day (7:12, 14)

Jeremiah 7:12 - “But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, 
and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel.”

Jeremiah 7:14 - “:Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, 
and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.”

Psalms 78: 56-60 - “Yet they tempted and provoked the most high God, and kept not his testimonies: 
but turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers:  they were turned aside like a deceitful bow. 
For they provoked him to anger with their high places, and moved him to jealousy with the graven 
images.  When God  heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel:  So that he forsook the 
tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men.”

Read 1 Samuel 5:1-
18.  To what city and in what place did the Philistines take the ark and set it up? 18a ________________

18b _______________________________________________________________________ Q18 ____

Dagon – Dagon has generally been considered to be the fish-god worshipped by the Syrians.  The word 
“dag” means fish.  Austen H. Layard, on behalf of the British Museum, has explored the ruins of 
Nineveh and Babylon and has written and illustrated his discoveries.  I was able to download his book, 
Discoveries in the Ruins of Nineveh and Babylon, and have printed illustrations from his book of the 
fish-god Dagon.  One is a bas-relief found in some temple, and another is of a cylinder that Layard had 
in his possession, acquired during some expedition of his.

More recent commentators, however, do not believe that this is the god worshipped by the Philistines. 
“On the other hand, the Philistines in the rich wheat belt of the Shephelah had worshipped a grain-god 
imported from the Euphrates Valley.  This god was Dagon, who is mentioned in the Ras Shamra tablets 
as the father of Baal.  A temple to Dagon existed in Ashdod until the time of the Masccabees.”

19.  What happened to the idol of the Philistines the next morning? 19a __________________________

and the following morning? 19b ________________________________________________ Q19 ____

20.  What disasters came upon the Philistines by the hand of the Lord? 20a _______________________

20b _______________________________________________________________________ Q20 ____
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21.  To what two additional Philistine cities was the ark sent before they decided to return it to its own

place? 21 ___________________________________________________________________ Q21 ____

Read 1 Samuel 6:1-21.
22.  How long was the ark of the covenant in the hands of the Philistines? 22 _____________ Q22 ____

The Philistines decided to return the ark of the covenant with a trespass offering.  They believed that this 
would cause the calamities which had befallen them to cease.

23.  What was the trespass offering that they sent? 23 _______________________________ Q23 ____

24.  To transport the trespass offering and ark they built a new 24a ________________ and took two

24b ____________  24c ____________ upon which no 24d ______________ had ever been placed.

Q24 ____

25.  What test did the Philistines use to determine if it was the God of Israel who had brought upon them

these various calamities? 25 ____________________________________________________ Q25 ____

26.  What does Psalm 50:10 say that shows who had power over the cows to cause them to go opposite

to their natural inclinations? 26 __________________________________________________ Q26 ____

27.  Who lived in the city of Beth-shemesh as directed by the Lord?  See Joshua 21: 8 and 16.

27 ________________________________________________________________________ Q27 ____

28.  What did the men of Beth-shemesh do upon seeing the return of the ark of the covenant?

a. 28a____________________________________________________

b. with the cart 28b ______________________with the cows 28c ________________________

c. with the jewels of gold 28d ____________________________________________ Q28 ____

29.  What did the men of Beth-shemesh do that caused the Lord to kill them?  How many?

29 ________________________________________________________________________ Q29 ____

30.  To what city did Beth-shemesh then send the ark of the covenant? 30 ________________ Q30 ____

Read 1 Samuel 7:1-17
31.  For how long did the ark of the covenant remain at this city? 31a ___________________________

      b.  In whose house was it kept? 31b ___________________________________________________

      c.  Who was in charge of caring for it? 31c _____________________________________ Q31 ____

32.  What did Samuel tell the Israelites that they must do to be delivered from the Philistines?

32a ________________________________________________________________________________

32b _______________________________________________________________________ Q32 ____

Samuel prayed for the people.  In verse five Samuel told Israel that he would “pray for you.”  In verse 
nine Samuel “cried unto the Lord for Israel.”  In chapter 8 and verse 6, “And Samuel prayed unto the 
Lord.” In 12:19, the people went to Samuel; and asked Samuel, “Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy 
God.”  And in 12:23, Samuel responded to the people, saying, “God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you.”  After praying, in chapter seven and verse five, the people “drew water, 
and poured it out before the Lord,” and confessed their sin.  The pouring of the water was evidently an 
act of repentance.
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Samuel judged the people.  Verse six reads that “Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh,” and 
in verse 17 we read that he “judged Israel in all those places,” and in verse 17 we read “there he judged 
Israel.”  Samuel functioned as a judge in Israel in two ways.  As a civil judge, he judged matters between 
one individual and another.  As a military judge, he organized the people to effectively resist their 
enemies.  

Samuel taught the people.   Moses said of himself, “I do make them know the statutes of God, and his 
laws.”  (Exodus 18:16)  We see in 1 Samuel 12:23, that Samuel, too, knew that it was his duty as judge 
to teach the people.  He said “I will teach you the good and the right way.'

33.  What did the Lord do to show Israel that He had heard their cries and had accepted their sacrifice?

33 ________________________________________________________________________ Q33 ____

34.  What was set up by Samuel as a memorial to their success against the Philistines? 34a ___________

       b.  What was the name given to it? 34b _______________ which meant 34c ___________________

34d _______________________________________________________________________ Q34 ____

35.  Samuel's circuit to judge Israel included what cities? 35a __________________________________

35b _______________________________________________________________________ Q35 ____
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