
Samuel Lesson Four
Read 1 Samuel 3:1-21

1.  What seems to be the spiritual condition of Israel at this time? #Ia ____________________ Q1 ____

2.  What was the physical condition of Eli at this time? #2 _____________________________ Q2 ____

3.  What name is given to the tabernacle in this passage? #3 ____________________________ Q3 ____
In our study of the tabernacle in the spring of 2005, we learned that the tabernacle consisted of two 
rooms, the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  It was surrounded by an enclosed courtyard.  Within the 
Holy of Holies was the Ark of the Covenant and the presence of God abided there between the wings of 
the cherubim on the mercy seat (cover of the ark).  Within the Holy Place there were three pieces of 
furniture:  the lampstand, the table of shewbread, and the altar of incense.  Within the courtyard were the 
bronze altar and the laver.

4.  What was the tabernacle called in Exodus 26:36? #4 _______________________________ Q4 ____
The tabernacle was made of ten curtains of fine twisted linen of blue, purple and scarlet and with the 
design of cherubim woven into them.  The tabernacle was covered with layers of goats' skins, rams' 
skins, and of badgers' skins. The framework of the tabernacle was boards of shittim wood. The outer 
court, too, was made of curtains with only one gate.

The tabernacle was a temporary dwelling place for Jehovah to be with His people.  As the Israelites 
moved from location to location during their wilderness wanderings, the tabernacle had to be taken apart 
and carried with them and then reassembled at their new location.

5.  Where did the Israelites set up camp and set up the tabernacle after they had crossed the Jordan River

into the Promised Land?  Joshua 4:19, 20; 5:10 5 ____________________________________ Q5 ____

6.  In 1 Samuel 3, where did Samuel lie down to sleep? 6 ______________________________ Q6 ____
Only the priests were allowed to enter the Holy Place of the tabernacle.  The Holy of Holies was entered 
only once a year on the Day of Atonement and only by the High Priest.  He took the blood of the 
sacrificed animal and poured it upon the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant for the sins of the children 
of Israel.

William Varner, a professor at The Master's College in California, and formerly associated with the 
Friends of Israel in New Jersey, said that there were two periods concerning the tabernacle.  The first 
period included their wilderness wanderings and time spent at Gilgal, a period of forty plus years.  The 
second period of 100 years began at Joshua 18:1 when the tabernacle was set up at Shiloh and continued 
though 1 Samuel chapter four.  He said that during this second period, the tabernacle became a more 
permanent structure.

The NIV Bible says in a footnote:  “The reference to the tabernacle as a 'house' and a 'temple,'  as well as 
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those to sleeping quarters and doors (3:2, 15) give the impression that at this time the tabernacle was 
part of a larger, more permanent building complex to which the term 'temple' could legitimately be 
applied (cf. Jr. 7:12, 14; 26:6).”

When King David sought to build a house of cedar for the Lord, the Lord answered, “Whereas I have 
not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this 
day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.  In all the places wherein I have walked with all the 
children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people 
Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of cedar?”  This seems to speak of two different dwelling 
places for the Lord, “a tent” and “a tabernacle.'  We know that the wilderness tabernacle was a tent made 
with curtains and animal skins.  Perhaps the “tabernacle” at Shiloh was made of more wood and perhaps 
it was made similar to the later temples which had rooms or apartments around the perimeter of the court 
of women and the court of priests.  These rooms could have provided a place for the priests to live while 
serving their term in the tabernacle.  So Eli and Samuel may have been sleeping in separate rooms, near 
to each other, but outside of the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.

Some commentators, however,  insist that the Hebrew language states that Samuel was sleeping in the 
temple where the ark of the covenant was located.  That, of course, would mean the Holy of Holies.  I 
think that that is not likely.

7.  When did the lampstand in the Holy Place burn?  Exodus 27:20, 21 7a ________________________

Leviticus 24:2-4 7b _______________________ 2 Chronicles 13:11 7c __________________ Q7 ____
8.  If the oil for the lamp was planned to last through the night, at what time of the night did Samuel hear

his name being called? 8 ________________________________________________________ Q8 ____
Some commentators have compared Samuel's relationship to Eli with that of Joshua to Moses.  In 
Numbers 11:28, Joshua is called the servant of Moses.  He served Moses as his assistant.  Samuel, too, 
served Eli, ran errands for him and served as his eyes because Eli's eyes were growing dim.  He slept 
near to Eli so that he could fetch things which Eli might need during the night.  When Samuel heard his 
name being called, it was only natural for him to run to Eli, thinking Eli needed him for something.

9.  How many times did Samuel hear his name called? 9 _______________________________ Q9 ____
Samuel showed his obedience and helpfulness by responding immediately each time.  It is interesting to 
note that Eli's sons were disobedient and did not serve Eli as personal assistants or servants.

Alexander MacLaren in his Expositions of Holy Scriptures suggests that there is some symbolism to 
notice here.  He wrote: “May not these particulars, too, be marked to have symbolic significance?  Night 
hung over the nation.  The spiritual eye of the priest was dim, and the order seemed growing old and 
decrepit, but the lamp of God had not altogether gone out; but if Eli was growing blind, Samuel was full 
of fresh young life.  The darkest hour is that before dawn; and that silent sanctuary, with the slumbering 
old half-blind priest and the expiring lamp, may stand for an emblem of the state of Israel.” 

10.  What other great man of God did the Lord tell that He knew him by his name?  Exodus 33:12

10 _________________________________________________________________________ Q10 ____
1 Samuel 3:1 says , “And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli.”  Eli, most probably 
taught Samuel the law as he served with him.  Samuel must have known the Scriptures fairly well, by 
now.  Josephus gives his age as 12 here, and some commentators say that he was even older.  Verse 
seven says that “Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.” 
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11.  What does it mean that Samuel did not know the Lord? 11a ________________________________

11b ________________________________________________________________________ Q11 ____
12.  After Eli recognized that it was the Lord calling to Samuel, what words did he tell Samuel to say to

the Lord? 12a ________________________________________________________________________

12b ________________________________________________________________________ Q12 ____
13.  What words show that the Lord now appeared personally before Samuel and not just His voice? 

13 _________________________________________________________________________ Q13 ____

14.  What word did Samuel omit from his answer from those given to him by Eli?

14 ________________________________________________________________________ Q14 ____
15.  What expression did the Lord use in describing the effect upon Israel that His words would have

concerning the Lord's coming actions against Israel? 15a _____________________________________

15b _______________________________________________________________________ Q15 ____
God reiterates to Samuel the judgment that the “man of God” of chapter two tells to Eli.  In the Old 
Testament, an Israelite received forgiveness of his sins by making a sin offering unto the Lord.

16.  Did God allow this privilege to Hophni and Phineas in this instance?   Why or why not? 

16 _________________________________________________________________________ Q16 ____

17.  What was one of Samuel's tasks to do each morning in the house of the Lord? 17a ______________

17b ________________________________________________________________________ Q17 ____
The next morning Eli asked Samuel to tell him what the Lord had spoken to Samuel during the night. 
Knowing that Samuel may be reluctant to tell him what was surely not good news, Eli used a curse 
formula, should Samuel try to hide any part of the Lord's words.

18.  What were those words?  They also appear in chapter 14 verse 44, and 20:13; 25:22 and in 2 Samuel

3:9,35; 19:13.18 _____________________________________________________________ Q18 ____
19.  What words did Eli speak after hearing from Samuel that showed he willingly accepted what the

Lord had decreed? 19 _________________________________________________________ Q19 ____
Samuel now had a different relationship to the Lord and all Israel recognized  it.  

20.  What was this new office or position that Samuel now held? 20 ____________________ Q20 ____

21.  Where in Israel did the Lord reveal Himself to Samuel? 21 ________________________ Q21 ____
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