
Samuel Lesson Three
Read 1 Samuel 2: 20-36
1.  What blessing did Eli give to Elkanah and his wife, Hannah, when they brought Samuel to the house

of the Lord to serve there? 1a ___________________________________________________________

1b _________________________________________________________________________ Q1 ____

2.  How was this blessing fulfilled by the Lord? 2a __________________________________________

2b _________________________________________________________________________ Q2 ____
Adam Clarke, in his commentary, says this:  “The natural place of this verse (20) seems to be before the 
11th; after which the 26th  should come in.”

Word had gotten to Eli concerning the sinful behavior of his sons and it appears that he remonstrated 
them for the report that he received about their evil deeds.  However, it seems that he was a mild, 
affectionate man, and his remonstrance carried no weight.  He did not use his authority as a judge to cast 
them out of their position as wicked and unprofitable servants.

3.  What did Eli tells his sons was the result of their sinful actions? See also 1 Samuel 2: 17. 3a _______

3b _________________________________________________________________________ Q3 ____

4.  Who has the authority to settle differences between one man and another man? 4a _______________

4b _________________________________________________________________________ Q4 ____
But if a man sins against the Supreme Judge, God Himself, the man may expect the heaviest judgments. 
Under the Old Testament law, it was determined what sins should be punished by death, and the person 
had no recourse.  

5.  Who can plead for a man who sins against the Lord during this present dispensation?  See 1 John 2:1, 2

5 __________________________________________________________________________ Q5 ____

6.  For whom only does this refer? 6 ______________________________________________ Q6 ____

7.  Why were Eli's sons in danger of the  Lord slaying them? 7 _________________________ Q7 ____
A man of God or a prophet  of Jehovah (unknown by name) appeared to Eli, saying that he had 
previously appeared to the house of his father when the Israelites were in Egypt under Pharaoh.  By “his 
father” he was referring to Moses' brother Aaron, who later became the first high priest.   The prophet 
told Eli that out of all the tribes of Israel, a special honor was given to the  Levites.

8.  What special privileges did the Lord give to the Levites as related to Eli by this prophet of God?

8a. __________________________________________________________________________

initiator:DonnaClark37@comcast.net;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:f7799c6ada3b394e80f9c2ba476be521



Samuel Lesson 3 – Page 10

8b. __________________________________________________________________________

8c. __________________________________________________________________________

8d. __________________________________________________________________________

8e. ___________________________________________________________________ Q8 ____
The prophet then asks Eli, why has he abused the Lord's offering by making yourselves fat because you 
choose the best portions of the sacrificed animals, and why has he given his sons a greater honor than he 
has given to the Lord.  He has allowed his sons to do this, by not restraining them.

9.  What was the promise that God had made to Aaron and his sons?  See Exodus 29:9; Exodus 40:15;

and Numbers 25:10-13. 9 _______________________________________________________ Q9 ____
10.  What qualifications does the Lord now make that would effect that promise to Aaron and his sons?

10 ________________________________________________________________________ Q10 ____
When Eli was told that the Lord said, “I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father's house, that 
there shall not be an old man in thine house,” Eli understood that the power and strength of his family 
would be cut off.  All the members of his family would die before they became old men. 

1 Samuel 2: 32 - “And thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation” - Adam Clarke interprets the word 
“enemy” here to mean “calamity.”  He says, “The calamity which he saw was the defeat of the Israelites, 
the capture of the ark, the death of his wicked sons, and the triumph of the Philistines.  All this he [Eli] 
saw, that is, knew to have taken place, before he met with his own tragical death.”   The NIV translates 
this phrase as  “you will see distress in my dwelling.”

1 Samuel 2:32 -“In all the wealth which God shall give Israel” - Adam Clarke comments - “This also 
is dark.  The meaning may be this:  God has spoken good concerning Israel; he will, in the end, make the 
triumph of the Philistines their own confusion; and the capture of the ark shall be the desolation of their 
gods; but the Israelites shall first be sorely pressed with calamity.  Or, the affliction of the tabernacle, for 
all the wealth which God would have given Israel.”  The NIV translates this as, “although good will be 
done in Israel.”

11.  What did the prophet then say concerning the future of Hophni and Phineas? 11a _______________

11b _______________________________________________________________________ Q11 ____

The Priesthood
1 Samuel 2:35 - “And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which is in 
mine heart and in my mind:  and I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed 
for ever.”

12.  To whom do you think that the Lord was referring as “a faithful priest?” 12a __________________

12b _______________________________________________________________________ Q12 ____
In Lesson One, we learned that Josephus wrote that the priesthood was “transferred to the house of 
Ithamar (of which Eli was the first that received it).”  Eleazar was Aaron's third son and Ithamar was the 
fourth.  The two oldest sons of Aaron, Abihu and Nadab, were killed by the Lord after they offered 
strange fire” to the Lord.  Numbers 3:2-4- “And these are the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the 
firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.  These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests which 
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were anointed, whom he consecrated to minister in the priest's office.  And Nadab and Abihu died before 
the Lord, when they offered strange fire before the Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no 
children:  and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father.”

Josephus tells us, “for the family of Eleazar officiated as high priest at first, the son still receiving that 
honor from the father which Eleazar bequeathed to his son Phineas; after whom Abiezer his son took the 
honor, and delivered it to his son, whose name was Bukki, from whom his son Ozi received it; after 
whom Eli, of whom we have been speaking, had the priesthood, and so he and his posterity until the 
time of Solomon's reign; but then the posterity of Eleazar resumed it.”

During the reign of Solomon, Abiathar was removed from the priesthood by the King.  “So Solomon 
thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the Lord; that he might fulfill the word of the Lord, which he 
spoke concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.”  (1 Kings 2:27) “... and Zadok the priest did the king 
put in the room of Abiathar.”  (1 Kings 2:35)

1 Chronicles 6 gives us the genealogy of Levi:  his sons Gershon, Kohath and Merari.  Amram was the 
son of Kohath and the father of Aaron, Moses and Miriam.  As previously stated, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar 
and Ithamar were the sons of Aaron. Beginning at verse four, the descendants of Eleazar are listed.  In 
verse eight, we see the name of Zadok.  Thus we see that the high-priesthood of Zadok, is now back in 
the line of Eleazar, and not that of Ithamar, from whom Eli descended

Aaron and the Aaronic priesthood descended from Kohath's son, Amram.  Samuel, however, although 
descended from Levi was not descended from Aaron and Amram, but from Izhar, another son of Kohath 
and a brother of Amram. (1 Chronicles 6:33)

In answer to question twelve, Albert Barnes in his Notes on the Bible, says this:  “Zadok is meant 
rather than Samuel.   The High-priesthood continued in the direct descendants of Zadok as long as the 
monarchy lasted (see 1Ch. 6:8-15).”

The NIV says “Initially fulfilled in the person of Zadok, who served as a priest during the time of David 
and who eventually replaced Abiathar as high priest in the time of Solomon.”

13.  To whom does “mine anointed” in verse 35 refer? 13a ____________________________________

13b _______________________________________________________________________ Q13 ____
14.  What two offices in Israel included anointing with oil as an inauguration into office?

1 Kings 19:16  14a _______________________

Exodus 40:15 14b ________________________

1 Samuel 9:16, 17 14c _______________________ Q14 ____
 Albert Barnes wrote, “Mine  anointed – in its first sense obviously means the kings of Israel and Judah 
Psa. 80:20; Zec. 4:14.  But doubtless the use of the MESSIAH here and in 1 Sam 2:10, is significant, 
and points to the Lord's Christ, in whom the royal and priestly offices are united (Zec. 6:11-15: see the 
marginal references).  In this connection the substitution of the priesthood after the order of Melchisedec 
for the Levitical may be foreshadowed under 1 Sam 2:35 (see Heb. 7).”

Adam Clarke in his Commentary on the Bible, “He shall minister before Solomon, and the kings which 
shall reign in the land.  The Targum says, 'He shall walk before my Messiah,' and the Septuagint 
expresses it, 'before my Christ,' for, in their proper and more extended sense, these things are supposed 
to belong to our great High Priest and the Christian system:  but the word may refer to the Israelitish 
people.”
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15.  Who followed Eli as High-Priest, since his sons died even before he did? 15a __________________

15b ________________________________________________________________________ Q15 ____
Samuel did not serve as High-Priest.  He served as the leader of Israel in the position of judge and he 
served as a prophet and priest.

JUDGE -1 Samuel 7: 15 - “And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.”

PRIEST – 1 Samuel 7: 9 - “And Samuel took a suckling lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering wholly 
unto the Lord:  and Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel; and the Lord heard him.” 

PROPHET – 1 Samuel 3:20 - “And all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of the Lord.”

There is no complete list of the high priests of Israel.  The list in Ezra 7, contains a list of High Priests 
from Aaron to Uzzi (Ozi).  Then the list has the son of Uzzi and continues to Ezra as a genealogy.  It 
does not include Eli and it does not include Abiathar who was the High Priest when Solomon removed 
him and gave the High-Priesthood to Zadok.  We do not really know who succeeded Eli.

Wikipedia lists the High Priests according to 1 Chronicles 6 and Ezra 7, Josephus and Seder Olam Zuta; 
and lists the important priests of the Tanakh.  There are gaps in each list.
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