
Samuel Lesson One
The Books of First and Second Samuel are really just one book that contains the continuing history of 
God's chosen people, following the history contained  in the books of Judges and Ruth.  “The two books 
of Samuel and the two books of Kings bear in the Greek Version of the Old Testament (the Septuagint) 
the name First, Second, Third, and Fourth Books of Kingdoms.”  (from The Annotated Bible 
Commentary by Arno Gaebelein.)  They bear the name of Samuel because it begins with his birth, tells 
of his life and of his involvement with the lives of Israel's first two kings.  Samuel may have written the 
first twenty-four chapters of First Samuel, but the later chapters which tell of events that followed 
Samuel's death would have had to be written by another.  Scholars have suggested various names as the 
possible authors.    

Read 1 Chronicles 29:29.

1.  Whose names are given as having written concerning the life of David?

1 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q1 ____

Alfred Edersheim in his book, Bible History, Old Testament, writes the following in his preface to Book 
4, Israel Under Samuel, Saul, and David, to the Birth of Solomon:

THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL, VIEWED AS THE THEOCRACY, OR KINGDOM OF 
GOD, CONSISTS of three periods:  First, that under the guidance of Prophets (from 
Moses to Samuel); Secondly, that under the rule of Kings (from Saul to the Babylonish 
Captivity): and, thirdly, that under the reign of High-priests (from Ezra to the birth of 
Jesus Christ).  Thus the Theocracy had passed through its full typical development in all 
its stages, when He came, to Whom they all pointed:  Jesus Christ the Prophet, King, and 
High-priest of the Kingdom of God.  The period described in this book closes one of 
these stages, and commences another.  The connecting link between them was Samuel---
who alone fully realized the mission of the Judges, and who was also Divinely appointed 
to inaugurate the new institution of royalty of Israel. – (Page 403)

We must bear in mind, that as in the case of other parts of Holy Scripture, so in the Books 
of Samuel, we must not look for biographies, as of Samuel, Saul, and David, nor yet 
expect merely an account of their administration, but a history of the kingdom of God 
during a new period of its development, and in a fresh stage of its onward movement 
towards the end.  – (Page 408)

Read 1 Samuel 1:1-3.
2.  The first verse in 1 Samuel gives us the name of a man, named Elkanah.  Give the names of his 
father, grand-father,  great grand-father and great-great-grandfather.

2 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q2 ____

initiator:SharonBible@comcast.net;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:f4b770647a7bef4889481e23210b7fb2



Samuel Lesson 1 – Page 2

3.  Where did Elkanah live?  In the allotment of land, in which tribal territory was his town located? 
(Joshua 18:21, 25)

3 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q3 ____

Ramathaim-zophim – Ramah means “hill” or “mount.”  Ramathaim-zophim means “the two (or twin) 
heights of the watchers,” or “the twin heights of the Zophites.”  

Mount Ephraim – Mount Ephraim does not refer to a singular mountain peak, but rather to a 
mountainous region with indistinct boundaries, but in the general area of central Israel between Bethel 
and the Plain of Jezreel.  It included the areas of land belonging to the tribes of Benjamin, Ephraim and 
Manasseh.

Read 1 Chronicles 6: 1 and 1 Chronicles 6:33, 34

4.  Who were the sons of Levi?

4 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q4 ____

5.  Who are listed as the “sons of the Kohathites?”

5 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q5 ____

All priests of Israel were to come from the tribe of Levi.  Aaron was the first high-priest.  He was the son 
of Amram, who was the son of Kohath, who was the son of Levi.  The Levites were not given a parcel of 
land for themselves, but were given cities within the boundaries of the other tribes.  Read Joshua 18:7, 
21:1-3.

Ephraim was the son of Joseph, not Levi.  

6.  Can you explain why Elkanah's great-great-grandfather is called an Ephrathite in 1 Samuel 1:1, and 
1 Chronicles 6 lists Elkanah among the “sons of the Kohathites,” of the tribe of Levi?

6 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q6 ____

7.  Give the names of Elkanah's two wives.

7a _____________________________ (Grace) 7b _____________________________ (Pearl) Q7 ____

Perhaps, he married a second wife because his first wife had not given him any children.  Although 
polygamy was not according to God's plan for marriage, no condemnation is given here toward Elkanah, 
as it was not toward Jacob.  In Deuteronomy 21:15-17, God directs that if a man has two wives, he may 
not give preference to the son of a beloved wife above that of a son of a first wife in his inheritance. 
Polygamy, evidently, was common enough that God had to rule concerning the care of these dual 
families.

8.  Why did Elkanah go annually to visit Shiloh?  Read Joshua 18:1 and Exodus 23:14-17.

8 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q8 ____

The Lord of Hosts – A Title for God.  This is the first appearance in the Bible of this title.  It signifies 
that God is the leader of the earthly hosts (armies) and of the heavenly hosts, either the heavenly bodies, 
such as the sun and stars, or the celestial beings (angels).

9.  Which of Aaron's sons became high priest at the death of Aaron?  Read Numbers 20:24-29.

9 ___________________________________________________________________________ Q9 ____

Josephus writes that “Now Eli was the first of the family of Ithamar, the other son of Aaron, that had the 
government; for the family of Eleazar officiated as high priest at first, the son still receiving that honor 
from the father which Eleazar bequeathed to his son Phineas.”  The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 5,  
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Chapter 11, Paragraph 5.
Josephus also wrote, “the high priesthood was transferred to the house of Ithamar (of which Eli was the 
first that received it)”

At the time that Elkanah and Hannah went to Shiloh to worship the Lord, Eli and his two sons, Hophni 
and Phineas served as priests there.

Read 1 Samuel 1: 4-18.
Hannah, in her great grief, because of having borne no son, wept and prayed to the Lord.

10.  What did Elkanah do to show his love for Hannah? 10a ___________________________________

10b ________________________________________________________________________ Q10 ____

11.  Elkanah struggled  to understand the great distress of his wife.  What questions did Elkanah ask

Hannah about her continuing despair? 11a _________________________________________________

11b ________________________________________________________________________________

11c ________________________________________________________________________ Q11 ____

12.  Why did Eli think that she was drunk? 12 ______________________________________ Q12 ____

She made a vow to the Lord that if He should give her a son, that she would give him back to the Lord. 
When she swore that no razor would come upon his head, she was dedicating him to the life of a 
Nazarite. 

Read Numbers 6:1-8

13.  What other restrictions are put upon one who takes the vow of a Nazarite, either man or woman?

13 _________________________________________________________________________ Q13 ____

14.  Who else in Scripture were dedicated to a lifetime vow as a Nazarite by their parents before their 
birth?

One before the time of Samuel 14a __________________________ Judges 13: 5, 7, 24.

One after the time of Samuel 14b _____________________________ Luke 1:13-15. Q14 ____

15.  According to Numbers 8:23-25, what were the ages of the life of a Levite that he was to serve in the

tabernacle?  From age 15a ___________________until age 15b _______________________ Q15 ____

16.  What words did Eli give to Hannah that encouraged her heart? 16a __________________________

16b ________________________________________________________________________ Q16 ____

17.  How did Hannah show faith that the Lord would grant her petition? 17a ______________________

17b ________________________________________________________________________ Q17 ____

Read 1 Samuel 19-28.
18.  Why did Hannah not go up for the yearly sacrifice after Samuel was first born? 18a _____________

18b ________________________________________________________________________ Q18 ____

The Wycliffe Bible Commentary says “According to II Maccabees 7:28, Hebrew women sucked their 
children for three years.”

19.  Why did Hannah name her son, Samuel? 19 ____________________________________ Q19 ____

20.  What did Elkanah and Hannah bring with them to offer as a sacrifice to the Lord? 20a ___________
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20b ________________________________________________________________________ Q20 ____

21.  According to Genesis 15:9, what age were the animals that Abraham offered as a sacrifice?

21a _______________________________________________________________________ Q21a ____

In the King James translation, verse 24 mentions three bullocks were taken with them, but how many 
were mentioned in verse 25 as having been sacrificed?

21b ______________________________________________________________________ Q21b ____

22.  What does the number three in verse 24 pertain to according to the New International Version?

22 ________________________________________________________________________ Q22 ____
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