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Ruth Lecture Three
Kinsman-redeemer

Why did Naomi need a kinsman-redeemer after she returned to her native land in Bethlehem?
Why do we need a kinsman-redeemer?

Naomi returned to Bethlehem after a long absence, during which she lost possession of her
husband, Elimelech's property.  She had nothing of her own, no money, no means of caring for
herself.  She had absolutely no ability to restore her husband's property to herself.

The law given by God to the nation of Israel provided a means of restoring lost property.

Leviticus 25: 23 -- "The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are
strangers and sojourners with Me.  And in all the land of your possession you shall grant
redemption of the land.  If one of your brethren becomes poor, and has sold some of his
possessions and if his redeeming relative comes to redeem it, then he may redeem what his
brother sold.  Or if the man has no one to redeem it, but he himself becomes able to redeem it,
then let him count the years since its sale, and restore the remainder to the man to whom he sold
it.  But if he is not able to have it restored to himself, then what was sold shall remain in the hand
of him who bought it until the Year of Jubilee; and in the Jubilee it shall be released, and he shall
return to his possession."

The nearest thing that we have to this type of redemption in our culture is the pawning of one's
property.  In our country, there are pawnshops in various places, and when a person becomes
desperately in need of money, they may be able to acquire money by pawning something of
value which they own.  The pawnshop keeper pays the person a certain price for his watch,
diamond ring or other valuable and takes possession of the item.  The original owner may at a
future time buy back his possession, if he comes into sufficient money to do that.  If not the
Pawnshop keeper may sell it to another person for a given price.

Because Naomi had nothing, she had no ability to redeem her lost property.  However, the law
stated that a relative could redeem the property for her.  This relative had to be free of debt
himself and have the money to buy back the lost property.

The word "mortgage" comes from two words:  "mort" and "gage".  The first word means
death from old French and Latin.  You are familiar with words such as mortal, mortician,
mortuary and rigor mortis.  They all have something to do with death.  The second part of
mortgage or "gage" means pledge.  A mortgage, therefore, means a pledge until death  A person
borrows money from a bank or lender and promises to pay it back.  The property the person is
buying becomes security to the bank or lender that the debt will be paid.  If it is not, the bank
may foreclose on the mortgage and take possession of the property.  The property that was
mortgaged becomes lost by the owner's inability to pay. 

Redemption of property means that a calamity or tragedy occurred that caused the loss of
property in the first place.  That could mean the loss of a job, or serious illness.  Hurricane
Katrina has caused the loss of jobs for a lot of people, and the destruction of their property.
Many of these properties, undoubtedly, were mortgaged.  We have a nephew, who is in that
particular situation.  He has a mortgaged house and no job.  The bank still wants their money,
but his property is destroyed.   
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Israel's redemption

Naomi is a picture of Israel.  Israel was once planted in the land that God had promised to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  They lost claim to their land by centuries of absence from the land
Israel was scattered among the Gentile nations.  Naomi was living in a Gentile nation, Moab.
Then Israel returned to her land and the land is to be restored to her again.  The Church is
gathering up the last gleanings of the harvest, those who still will become believers.  There is
coming a dark and terrible time for the earth, the "time of Jacob's trouble", the tribulation.  Then
the Redeemer, Israel's Messiah, Jesus Christ will appear.  He will redeem the land and restore it
to Israel forever and redeem Israel spiritually, as well.  This will usher in the Year of Jubilee,
when the exiles will return to their inheritance and know their Redeemer and Lord.

Jubilee

Leviticus 25: 8-11

"And you shall count seven sabbaths of  years for yourself, seven times seven years; and the time
of the seven sabbaths of  years shall be to you forty-nine years.  Then you shall cause the trumpet
of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall
make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land.  And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year,
and proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants.  It shall be a Jubilee for you;
and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall return to his family."

This is the law of the redemption of Israel's land.

Our redemption

Way back in Genesis, Adam was happy and in perfect fellowship with God in the Garden of
Eden.  But he and Eve fell to the temptation of Satan and sinned.  Their sin caused them to be
expelled from the Garden.  They lost their inheritance.

But God has provided a Redeemer, our Kinsman, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus is our kinsman by
way of His incarnation.  When he left heaven and took up human flesh, He became man while
still retaining His deity.

Jesus came to redeem us to buy us back from sin and adopt us into the family of God.  We
become heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.


