
Ruth Lecture Two
Last week we were talking about Ruth going with Naomi as Naomi returned to her homeland in
Judah after years of exile in Moab. 

Was Naomi backslidden in her faith as was suggested last week?  

Or was her exile planned by God in advance to further His own prophetic plan?  

Were Naomi and Elimelech sinning against God by allowing their sons to marry Moabite
women?

What evidences were there that Naomi was strong and not weak in her faith?

Are you a Naomi?  Are you a Ruth?

Bethlehem was excited about Naomi's return.

Naomi said, "Do not call me Naomi (pleasant).  Call me Mara (bitter)  The Lord has testified
against me.  The Almighty has afflicted me?

Naomi had lived happily and well with her husband, Elimelech, and her two sons in the land of
Judah.  Ruth was a pagan, living in Moab, where they worshipped the god, Chemosh.  God, in
His infinite wisdom, had destined that Ruth should become the wife of Boaz, a wealthy Jew of
Bethlehem and a relative of Naomi.  How could they be brought together?

Ruth was destined by God to become the grandmother of King David and the ancestor of our
Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.  God chose Ruth for this purpose to illustrate God's prophetic
plan for the nation of Israel and for the Gentiles.  It illustrates God's grace toward the Gentiles, to
offer salvation to those who were outside His covenant.

Naomi is a picture of the nation, Israel.  Naomi must be driven out of her homeland to go and
live in the Gentile land of Moab.  Israel was driven out of her homeland and scattered among the
Gentile nations worldwide, following Titus invasion of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  

While Israel has been dispersed, God is preparing among those nations where she has been
dispersed, a Bride for Israel's Redeemer, the church.  While Naomi was in Moab, God was
preparing a bride for Boaz.  Under the influence of  her first husband, Mahlon, and under the
example of Naomi, Ruth was introduced to Jehovah and was being prepared to come the bride of
her redeemer, Boaz. 



By the time Naomi returned to the land of Judah, her widowed daughter-in-law was won to
Israel's God.  Her clinging to Naomi and refusing to return to her homeland and the pagan gods
there clearly shows her total devotion not only to Naomi, but to Naomi's God, the true God.
Remember, she said, "Your God will be my God."  "Your people shall be my people."  She
chose Naomi and Naomi's people because they worshipped the God that she now loved and
served.  Her commitment to Naomi and Naomi's God was a lifetime commitment.  She said,
"Where you die, I will die."  This was not a whim, not an excursion to see another part of the
world.  It was a lifetime commitment.  

Orpah loved Naomi, but she loved Moab more, so she returned to her family and their gods.
Ruth loved Naomi , but she loved Naomi's God so much that she was willing to leave her family
and their false gods behind her permanently.

So you see, it was necessary for Naomi to be exiled from her land, to become widowed and
childless and brought low before the Lord.  Naomi left the land full and returned empty.  While
the nation Israel has been exiled from her land, she suffered persecution and was nearly brought
into extinction during Hitler's holocaust.  Naomi's losing her family is a picture of Israel losing
millions of their people during that time.

The way that God dealt with Naomi is a clear picture of the scattering of the nation Israel and the
calling out of the Bride of Christ, the Church.  While Israel was banished from her land and
pining away among the Gentile nations, God has been building His Church from among the
Gentile nations.  Israel is back in her land, but she doesn't fully possess it.  She has to constantly
give away parts of the land for the promise of peace, and a promise is all that she gets.  There
will be no real peace or security until her Redeemer returns.

For 1500 years, God dealt exclusively with one nation, the nation Israel, with whom He make
His covenants.  All the other nations were strangers, outside of the family of Jehovah.  But God
had a plan from the beginning to make provision for the Gentiles, that the Gentiles might also
come to be saved.

In order for the Gentiles to be saved, the Israelites had to reject  their Messiah, the Lord Jesus
Christ.  He was rejected by Israel so that He could be crucified, die and rise from the dead.
Without the death of Jesus, neither Jew nor Gentile could be saved.


