
Ruth Lecture One
Ruth is a short book of only four chapters, but it has significant lessons for us to learn.  Thee are
several different approaches for interpreting and understanding the messages that God has for us
in this book.  We all love this book because we all love a good love story, and it is that, the love
of Boaz for the woman, Ruth.  It is also a love story of God for the nation, Israel, and for the
Gentile nations.

Most Bible scholars recognize that Ruth's primary message is a message of redemption, of God's
grace of God's love for unworthy sinners.  Fewer recognize that is also contains a prophetic
message, a dispensational message.  Additionally, there are many practical applications to made
from the story of Ruth.  We will try to uncover some of these, as we study this beautiful book.

The book's title comes from one of the main characters in the story.  Ruth lived in the land of
Moab, outside the land of Promise, and was not a descendant of Abraham, Isaac or Jacob.
Instead, she was a descendant of another character which we studied in the book of Genesis.
Does anyone know from whom Ruth descended?

Genesis 19: 36-37 gives us the answer.  She was a descendant of Lot, a nephew of Abraham.
Moab, her ancestor.  Moab was the progeny of the incestuous relationship between Lot and one
of his daughters.

The first characters that we read about in the book of Ruth is the family of Elimelech.  His name
means "God is King."  Elimelech had a wife named, Naomi, (meaning pleasant) and two sons
named Mahlon and Chilion.

Another main character is the man, Boaz, a near relative of Ruth's Hebrew, husband, Mahlon.

Chapter One

The family of Elimelech lived happily and prosperously in Bethlehem, Judah in the Promised
Land.  Then a famine came over the land as had happened many times in past decades and
centuries.  Because of the famine Elimelech took his wife and sons and moved to the land of
Moab.  Moab was located across the Dead Sea and below the Arnon River.

After a period of time, Elimelech died and Naomi was left alone with her two sons.  The sons
took wives from among the Moabites.  Mahlon married Ruth and Chilion married Orpah.  God
had strictly forbidden Israelites to intermarry with people from other nations.  In chapter seven of
Deuteronomy, God tells the Israelites that they are not to make covenants with the surrounding
pagan nations nor to make marriages with them.  In verse six God said:



"For you are a holy people to the Lord your God, the Lord your God has
chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples
on the face of the earth."

God said in Numbers 22-25 that no Ammonite or Moabite could enter into the assembly of the
Lord.

"An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the Lord; even to
 the tenth generation  none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the
 Lord forever, because they did not meet you with bread and water on the road
when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam
the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you."

After Naomi had lived in Moab about ten years, both her sons died.  They were apparently not
strong and healthy.  Mahlon means weakness and Chilion means consumption.

Then word came to Naomi that God was again blessing her homeland .  Crops of grain were
again growing and there was food there.  So Naomi with her two daughters-in-law left the place
where they were living to return to Naomi's home in Judah.  Naomi then turned to the two young
women and urged them to return to the home of their parents.  She said that she was too old to
have a husband and bear more sons to become their husbands.

Naomi was referring to a law that God had given to Israel concerning the marriage duty of a
brother to his brother's widow.  Deuteronomy 25: 5 "If  brothers dwell together, and one of
them dies and has so son, the widow of the dead man shall not be married to a stranger outside
the family; her husband's brother shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and perform the duty of
husband's brother to her.  And it shall be that the firstborn son which she bears will succeed to
the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of  Israel."

Naomi must have been a wonderful woman because both of her daughters-in-law loved her very
much. They wept together.  Orpah kissed Naomi good-bye and returned to her family.  Orpah
loved Naomi, but she loved Moab more.  In the end, she forsook Naomi and she forsook Naomi's
God. But Ruth "clung" to Naomi.

Ruth said:

"Wherever you go, I will go"

She committed herself to a path that she did not know where it would take her, only that it would
end in Bethlehem.  She committed herself to a course in life that was entirely determined by
someone else.  That is exactly what sinners do when they come to Christ.

"Wherever you lodge, I will lodge"

She did not tell Naomi, where that place would be or what kind of place she would accept.  She
merely wanted to be where Naomi was.  This is a picture of a believer's desire to live and dwell
with Jesus Christ.  It doesn't matter where I live as long as Christ is there.

"Your people shall be my people"



This meant leaving her own people and accepting Naomi's people as her own.  If we are to
follow God, we, too, must be willing to separate ourselves from our families and old friendships.
It means becoming committed to the family of God.  Abraham was told by God to leave his
country, his family and his father's house.  Instead, he took Lot and his father, Terah, with him.
It was not until after Terah's death that Abraham entered into the Promised Land. 

I have often thought that God separated me from my family and brought me to New York and
New Jersey to become Jim's wife and a part of Jim's family because He knew that my family was
hindering my growth and commitment to Himself.  I know that I have grown spiritually because
of being married to Jim and being separated from my family.  I love my family in Nebraska, but
they do not walk with the Lord.  Jim's family became my family.  His mother became my
mother, his brothers became my brothers, his sisters became my sisters.  It was an easy thing.  I
did not forget my family in Nebraska and still yearned for them, especially at Christmas time.
Yet the separation was good for me.  I have been able to serve the Lord for many years in many
ways with the full support of my husband. 

"And your God, my God."

Ruth decided to follow Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Naomi.  She turned her back
upon the pagan gods and idols of her native land and of her family.  This was the most important
decision that she made.

When we decide to follow Jesus Christ, we also must forsake all other gods.  You can not be a
follower of Christ and also a follower of any other god.  Christ demands our absolute undivided
loyalty to Himself.  Our redemption is the result of His shed blood and not anything else.

"Where you die, I will die"

The commitment that Ruth made was for her lifetime.  When we decide for Jesus Christ, that,
too, is a lifelong commitment.  Jesus Christ is committed to us, and we are to Him.

Naomi relented and Ruth returned with Naomi to Bethlehem at the time of the barley harvest.  

Barley Harvest

It was not accidental that Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem at the time of the barley harvest.
This was according to God's plan.  The name "Bethlehem" means the "House of Bread."
Bethlehem was once again, after the famine,  a "house of bread', where all their needs would be
met.  The time of barley harvest is late April, in the early springtime.  Barley is the first grain
that ripens and so the first to be harvested.  It was a time of great joy and celebration.

In Ruth 1: 19, it says that "all the city was excited because of them", because of the arrival of
Naomi and Ruth.  Ruth, they did not know.  She was a stranger and a foreigner.  Naomi had been
gone a long time.  Yet the city was excited at their arrival  One of their own had returned and had
returned at a time of great joy over the barley harvest.

In Leviticus, chapter 23, we read about the feasts of Israel.  Last year during our study of the
Tabernacle, we talked a great deal about the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur.  A few years



ago, we talked about Passover.  Now we need to learn a little about another feast, the Feast of
First-Fruits.  Following Passover, on the first Sunday, the Israelites brought a sheaf ( a small
bundle) of their harvest and waved it before the Lord.  This showed that they understood that the
produce from the earth and their efforts of planting and growing their crops, was from the Lord
and belongs to Him.  

Jesus Christ rose from the grave on the first day of the week, on Sunday.  I Corinthians 15: 20
-23 tells us:

"But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has  become the firstfruits of those
 who have fallen asleep.  For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive.  But each one in his own order:  Christ the firstfruits, afterwards
those who are Christ's at His coming."

The beginning of barley harvest came after the long death of wintertime whenever dies.  The
flowers fade, the grass withers, the trees shed their leaves.  In the springtime, new life arises out
of the earth.  This is true regarding spiritual things.

The present age or dispensation in which we now live began after the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.  Jesus told a story that is recorded in Matthew, Luke and John about a sower who sowed
seeds.  Some of the seed fell by the wayside, some fell on stony places, some fell among thorns
and some fell on good ground.  In this parable, the field is the world, the seed is the Word of God
and the harvest is the end of the world.  Those of you who were in the class when we studied
Matthew may remember this parable.

At the feast of first fruits, the Israelites waved the first fruit of their first harvest before the Lord.
The beginning of this church age was marked by the resurrection of Jesus Christ

The Feast of First-Fruits symbolizes the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It also illustrates the beginning of new life in Christ.  Every time a sinner is born again he or she
becomes a kind of first-fruits to God.  James 1:18   "Of His own free will He brought us forth by
the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures."

The Feast of First-Fruits was held on the first day of the week.  Leviticus 23:1 says it was held
on the "day after the Sabbath."  Because Christ rose from the dead on Sunday, today we set aside
that day as the Lord's Day and attend worship services. 

The Feast of First-Fruits symbolizes our justification.  In Leviticus 23:11, the words "to be
accepted on your behalf" tells what Christ's resurrection is to those who have placed their faith in
Him.  Christ's righteousness is accepted by God on our behalf.  In other words , because of
Christ's righteousness, we are accepted by God.  His righteousness has been" imputed to us who
believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead." James 4: 25.

The Feast of First-Fruits is a pledge of more to come.  The very words suggest that it is just the
beginning; there is more coming.  Waving the sheaves of grain before the Lord signified two
things:  first, it was an acknowledgment of what God had done in producing the crop and



secondly that there would be more crops to come in the future.  The resurrection of Christ was a
demonstration of God's great power and His grace to all who believe.  It also means that there is
more to come.  It is a pledge of our own resurrection at God's appointed time.  I Corinthians
15:20-23.

The Feast of First-Fruits was a picture of this present Church Age or Age of Grace.   This age
has already lasted over 2,000 years, but it is still "the beginning of barley harvest."  God stopped
the clock, so to speak, during this age.  It was inserted like a parentheses into the Age of the
Law.  There are no signs to be fulfilled before He returns for His Church.  God is simply waiting
patiently for the church to be complete.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is for all people.  The law
was given to Israel, His Chosen People.  Moab and the Canaanite nations were cursed by God.
Christ, by His death, took away the wall of partition which had shut out the Gentiles from the
law and privileges given exclusively to Israel.

The Feast of First-Fruits looks back to the Passover lamb.  The resurrection of Christ looks back
to the death of Christ.  He made atonement for us by shedding His precious blood on the cross.

Chapter Two

After returning, Naomi learned that her lengthy absence had caused her to forfeit ownership of
elimelech's land.  Without land she had no means of sustenance.  Unless the land could be
redeemed, she would die in poverty.

Israel had a law concerning the redeeming of property.  Leviticus 25: 25-28:

"And in all the land of your possession you shall grant redemption of the land. If
one of your brethren becomes poor, and has sold some of his possession, and if
his redeeming relative comes to redeem it, then he may redeem what his brother sold.
Or if the man has no one to redeem it, but he himself becomes able to redeem it, 
then let him count the years since its sale, and restore the remainder to the man
to whom he sold it.  But if he is not able to have it restored to himself, than what 
was sold shall remain in the hand of him who bought it until the Year of Jubilee:
and in the Jubilee it shall be released, and he shall return to his possession.."

Naomi is unable to redeem her land herself.  She needs a relative of her husband, who is rich
enough, to redeem it for her.  Elimelech did have a wealthy relative.  Some think he was a
nephew.  His name was Boaz.

The primary message in the book of Ruth is a clear picture of God's plan of redemption for us.
Paul, writing the Ephesians said this.

"Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh --- who are called 
Uncircumcision made in the flesh by hands --- that at that time you were without
 Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in this world.  But
now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far off have been brought near by
the blood of Christ."  Ephesians 2: 11-13.



Some of the main characters, whom we have just talked about, are pictures or types of characters
involved in God's redemption.

Naomi, a Jewess, is the picture of the nation, Israel.

Ruth, a Moabitess, is the picture of the Church.  

The Church is the collective body of believers, world wide, from all denominations and from all
nations during the Dispensation of Grace or the Church.  The Church is made up of true
believers, those who have placed their trust in Jesus Christ, their Kinsman-Redeemer, for their
redemption.  This does not include those groups who claim to be Christian, but in reality do not
recognize Jesus as deity, as God in the flesh.  That group would include Mormons and Jehovah's
Witnesses and other cults.

Boaz, is the picture of our Kinsman-Redeemer, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Boaz was a wealthy man and he was a close relative of Elimelech.


