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Definitions and Quotes of Theological Terms

Apostle - from the Greek word apostolos meaning "one who is sent".  Our word "missionary" 
comes from the Latin and has the same meaning.

"God sovereignly chose thirteen men in the early church to the office of apostle, giving them 
unique divine authority to proclaim and miraculously authenticate the gospel.  The writer of 
Hebrews even refers to Jesus Christ as an apostle (Hebrews 3:13).

But every person who belongs to God through faith in Christ is an apostle in a more general 
sense of being sent by Him into the world as His messenger and witness."  John MacArthur in 
New Testament Commentary, Romans 1-8.

The distinguishing marks of an apostle in its primary meaning which is applied only to the 
thirteen men ( the twelve, with Matthias replacing Judas, and Paul) are:

A.  All were called directly by Jesus.

B.  All were witnesses of His resurrection.

C.  All were given direct revelation of God's Word.

D.  All were given the gift of healing.

E.  All were given the power to cast out demons.

Gospel - "It is a translation of the Greek word euangelion and is used 60 times in the book of 
Romans. From it comes our words "evangel", "evangelistic" and "evangelism."  The meaning is 
"good news."  It is an Anglo-Saxon word which means "good spell."  William Tyndale translated 
it as "good tidings."

Grace - has often been defined as unmerited favor or with the acrostic God's Riches At Christ's 
Expense, 

From C.H. Spurgeon's book, All of Grace, I will include a number of quotes concerning grace. 
"He makes those just who are unjust."  "He forgives those who deserve no favor."

"We stubbornly believe that there must be something in us in order to win the notice of God.... 
God knows that there is no goodness whatever in us.  He says that 'there is none righteous, no 
not one,' Romans 3:10.  'All our righteousness are as filthy rags." (Isaiah 64:6).

"Therefore the Lord Jesus did not come into the world to look after goodness and righteousness 
with Him, but to bestow them upon persons who have none of them.  He comes, not because we 
are just, but to make us so."

"The salvation of God is for those who do not deserve it and have no preparation for it. ... No 
others need justifying but those who have no justification of their own.  If any of you are 
perfectly righteous, you desire no justifying...What do you want with a Savior of mercy?"
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Faith - Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen."

Romans 10:1 "Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God."

Quotes from Donald Grey Barnhouse, Romans, Volume I:

"Faith is more than belief, it is belief rightly placed."

"Faith, to be worth anything, must have proper foundations under it."
"That is why true faith can be in none other than the living God."

"True faith is a simple thing.  It is believing God's Word and acting on it."

"Faith that is built upon the written Word will ever center upon the living Word.  Faith will 
center upon Christ and Christ will produce the true life of faith."

Quotes from All of Grace by Spurgeon:

"What is faith?  It is made up of three things --- knowledge, belief, and trust.  Knowledge comes 
first.  'How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?'  (Romans 10:14)  I want to 
be informed of a fact before I can possibly believe it.  'Faith cometh by hearing' (Romans 10:1). 
We must hear so that we may know what is to be believed. "They that know Thy name will put 
their trust in Thee.' (Psalm 9:10)"

"Faith is believing that Christ is what He is said to be and that He will do what He has promised 
to do."

-- as being God in the flesh
-- perfect in His character
-- made a sin offering on our behalf
-- bore our sins in His own body
-- having finished transgression made an end of sin
-- brought in everlasting righteousness
-- rose again
-- ever lives to make intercerssion for us (Hebrews 7:25
-- has gone up into Glory
-- will come again
-- will judge the world

"Therefore, we must trust Him saying, 'He will be to me  what He says He is, and He will do to 
me what He says He has promised to do.  I leave myself in the hands of Him who is appointed to 
save,so that He may save me. I rest on His promise that He will do even as He has said.  This is 
saving faith and he who has it has everlasting life."

"Faith is not a blind thing, for faith begins with knowledge.  It is not a speculative thing, for faith 
believes facts of which it is sure.  It is not an unpractical, dreamy thing, for faith trusts, and 
stakes its destiny upon the truth of revelation."
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Justification - a common explanation of justification is He makes us "just as if I had never 
sinned."

Romans 8: 33 " It is God that justifies."

Below is quoted from All of Grace by C. H. Spurgeon:

"In the first place, nobody else but God would ever have thought of justifying those who are 
guilty."

"He, in the splendor of His electing grace having chosen some of them before the foundation of 
the world, will not rest till He has justified them and made them to be accepted in the beloved. Is 
it not written, 'whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also glorified.'  (Romans 8:30)?"

"Even if anybody had thought of justifying the ungodly, none but God could have done it."

"If the wrong is done to you, the pardon must come from you."

"That which we owe to God, our great Creator can remit if it so pleases Him, and if He remits it, 
it is remitted."

"None but the great God against whom we have committed the sin can blot out that sin."

"Only God can justify the ungodly, but He can do it to perfection.  He casts our sins behind His 
back.  He blots them out.  He says that though they are sought after, they will not be found, with 
no other reason for it but His own infinite goodness."

Isaiah 38:17 -- "Indeed it was for my own peace that I had great bitterness:  But you have 
lovingly delivered my sould from the pit of corruption, for you have cast all my sins behind your 
back."

Psalm 51:9 -- "Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities."

Psalm 103:12 -- "As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions 
from us."

Below is from Douglas Bookman, Israel My Glory, April/May 2000, page 12.

"Justification is a forensic or judicial term that takes us into a court of law.  The verb means 'to 
declare or pronounce as righteous.'  On the one hand, it declares a person not liable for 
punishment; on the other, it entitles him to all rights and privileges due those who have kept the 
law.  This is a verdict of complete acquital and removes all possibility of condemnation."

"This term has been the focus of great controversy, and much mischief has come from 
misconstruing it to mean 'to make righteous' rather than 'to declare righteous.'  To make righteous 
suggests thata person is saved only as he actually attains a certain measure of righteousness by 
performing prescribed rituals or doing good works.  J. I. Packer, in his Evangelical Dictionary of  

Theology, insisted that there is no lexical ground for the view that justify means, or connotes as 
part of its meaning, ' make righteous' (by subjective spiritual renewal).  Good works are the result 
of justification (James 2:14-26).  And it is dangerous and heretical to regard those good works as 
the ground of justification."
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Acts 13:39 -- "And by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you 
could not be justified by the law of Moses."

Reconciliation
Quote from Ray S. Stedman, Authentic Christianity

The ministry of reconciliation originates with God.  "All this is from god,' says Paul.  The 
offended one, God Himself, initiates the way of reconciliation.  We the offenders, only respond." 

"The ministry of reconciliation :

Originates with God, not man;
Is personally experienced;
Is universally inclusive;
Is without condemnation;
Is delivered by men;
Is owned and accredited by God;
Is voluntarily accepted;
Achieves what otherwise is impossible;
And is experienced moment-by-moment."

Righteousness
Quote from Ray S. Stedman, Authentic Christianity:

"Most of us think of it as 'doing what is right.' And certainly that is part of its meaning.  But the 
essence of the term goes much deeper.  Its basic meaning is 'being what is right.' One does what 
is right, because one is right -- that is the biblical idea of righteousness.  Righteousness is the 
quality of being acceptable to and accepted by God -- fully and without reserve."

Below is quoted from J. Vernon McGee, Romans, Volume I.

" 'A righteousness from God is being revealed' is a literal translation.  It should not be the 
righteousness of God, because that would be His attribute, and God is not sharing His attribute 
with anyone.  It is a righteousness, and it is from God; it is not man's righteousness.
"The only method of procuring this righteousness is by faith.  It is a by-faith righteousness.  You 
can't work for it; you can't make a deposit on it; you can't buy it. You can do nothing but accept it 
by faith."

" 'To be right' is the primary meaning, which is the antonym of sin."

"The righteousness he [Dr. Cremer, whom McGee previously quoted] is talking about is what 
God demands, and it is what God provides --- it is a righteousness from God."

Salvation
Below is quoted from J. Vernon McGee, Romans, Volume I.

" 'Salvation' is the all-inclusive term of the gospel, and it simply means 'deliverance.'  It embraces 
everything from justification to glorification.  It is both an act and a process.  It is equally true 
that I have been saved, I am being saved, and I shall be saved."



5

Below is quoted from an unknown source.  I failed to identify it.  It could be Spurgeon or 
Barnhouse.

"The basic idea behind the term is that of deliverance, or rescue, and the point here is that the 
power of God in salvation rescues people from the ultimate penalty of sin, which is spiritual 
death extended into tormented eternal separation from Him."

"Through Christ and Christ alone, men can be saved from sin, from Satan, from judgment, from 
wrath, and from spiritual death."

Sanctification
Sanctify means "set apart" or the state of being set apart.   The words "holy" and "saint" also 
come from the same root word.

There are three states of sanctification:  positional, experimental and ultimate.

Positional - This is the position of everyone who has placed his faith in the shed blood of 
Christ Jesus and has been redeemed and cleansed, forgiven all sins and made righteous. 
This position never changes.

Experimental - This is a position that changes as one continues to grow and mature in the 
Christian faith.  It depends upon one's yieldedness to God, one's separation from sin, and 
the degree of growth one has already attained.

Ultimate - This is the position of the believer in glory when we have reached final 
perfection.

Below is quoted from William Varner, Israel My Glory, April/May 2000.

"It can be defined as the work God does in believers to bring us into increasingly greater 
conformity to Jesus Christ."

"Paul affirmed four aspects of the process:

the principle of sanctification -- Romans 6: 1-4
the practice of sanctification -- Romans 6: 15 - 7: 6
the preventive of sanctification --  Romans 7: 7-25

and the power of sanctification -- Romans 8: 1-11."


