
Romans Lesson Five
Read Romans 3:19-31

1.  What does verse 19 say concerning the condition of "all the world?"

2.  How is the same thought expressed in verse 23?

3.  What does verse 20 say will not justify man in the sight of God?

4.  Verse 21 begins a new section of our outline of Romans:  Salvation by grace.  These next few 
verses are some of the most important verses in the entire Bible.  It begins with the word "but" to 
show that in spite of the awful sinful state of man, God has a plan.  What has been revealed?

Verses 24 and 25 contain several words that we need to define and understand.  They are 
justified, freely, grace, redemption, propitiation, and righteousness.

5.  From the sheets of definitions of theological terms which I gave you at the first lesson, find 
how Douglas Bookman defines the term "justification."

The verb means to _____________________ or _________________ as ___________________.

6.  What do the verses listed below tell us concerning "justification?"

Romans 5:1

Romans 5:9

1 Corinthians 6:11

Titus 3:7
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7.  The Greek word here translated "freely" is the same Greek word used in John 15:25 by Jesus 
Christ describing how He was hated by the world.  What is the phrase used in the John passage?

8.  Again, using the sheets of definitions, how does Charles Haddon Spurgeon define grace? 
Finish the quotes below.

"He makes those just ______  _______  ____________."

"He forgives those who deserve ______  ____________."

9.  How does your dictionary define "redeem?"

10.  What does each of the verses listed below tell us about our redemption?

1 Corinthians 6:20

Ephesians 1:7

1 Timothy 2:6

1 Peter 1:18, 19

Galatians 3:13

Titus 2:14

Hebrews 9:11, 12

Revelation 5:9
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Read Hebrews 9:1-5.  This passage gives a brief description of the tabernacle.  Those of you who 
attended SHARON in April and May of the year 2005, may remember that we studied the 
tabernacle in detail.  You may remember all the pieces of furniture within the tabernacle and the 
two rooms: The Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.  Within the Holy of Holies was placed the 
ark of the covenant.  The "lid" of the ark of the covenant was called the "mercy seat."  Two 
cherubim were molded of gold along with the entire mercy seat and leaned over the seat with 
their wings stretched out toward each other.  The presence of God hovered over the mercy seat 
between the wings of the cherubim.  The Greek word translated "mercy seat" in Hebrews 9:5 is 
the same Greek word that is translated "propitiation" here in Romans 3: 12.

Once a year on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest sprinkled the blood of a slaughtered 
animal on the mercy seat to make an atonement for the sins of the people of Israel.

11.  Isaiah 53 is a prophecy concerning Israel's Messiah.  It tells how Christ was "bruised for our 
iniquities" (verse 5) and "for the transgressions of My people He was stricken" (verse 8).  What 
does Isaiah 53:11 say that Christ's sacrifice accomplished?

"He [God] shall see the labor of His [Christ's] soul and be ____________________."

This is the meaning of propitiation.

12.  Read Colossians 2:11-14.  What does verse 14 say that Christ accomplished for us?

13.  What does 1 Corinthians 1:30 tell us concerning "righteousness?"

14.  What does 2 Corinthians 5:21 tell us concerning how we might be declared righteous?

15.  What does Romans 3:22 tell us concerning who might receive the righteousness of God?

16.  Romans 3:26 tells us that God is not only "just" but also what else?  
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17.  What is the single way which God justifies both the circumcised (Jews) and the 
uncircumcised (Gentiles)?

18.  What effect then does faith have on the law?

To make this lesson more understandable, I am giving you Romans 3:21-31 as it is written in the 
paraphrased version of the Living Bible.

21, 22  But now God has shown us a different way to heaven--not by "being good enough" and 
trying to keep His laws, but by a new way (although not new, really, for the Scriptures told about 
it long ago).  Now God says He will accept and acquit us – declare us "not guilty" – if we trust 
Jesus Christ to take away our sins.  And we all can be saved in this same way, by coming to 
Christ, no matter who we are or what we have been like.

23  Yes, all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious ideal;

24  Yet now God declares us "not guilty" of offending Him if we trust in Jesus Christ, who in His 
kindness freely takes away our sins.

25  For God sent Christ Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to end all God's anger 
against us.  He used Christ's blood and our faith as the means of saving us from His wrath.  In 
this way He was being entirely fair, even though He did not punish those who sinned in former 
times.  For He was looking forward to the time when Christ would come and take away those 
sins.

26  And now in these days also He can receive sinners in this same way, because Jesus took away 
their sins.  But isn't this unfair for God to let criminals go free, and say that they are innocent? 
No, for He does it on the basis of their trust in Jesus who took away their sins.

27  Then what can we boast about doing, to earn our salvation?  Nothing at all.  Why?  Because 
our acquittal is not based on our good deeds; it is based on what Christ has done and our faith in 
Him.

28  So it is that we are saved by faith in Christ and not by the good things we do.

29  And does God save only the Jews in this way?  No, the Gentiles, too, may come to Him in 
this same manner.

30  God treats us all the same; all, whether Jews or Gentiles, are acquitted if they have faith.

31  Well then, if we are saved by faith, does this mean that we no longer need obey God's laws? 
Just the opposite!  In fact, only when we trust Jesus can we truly obey Him.


