
Romans Lesson Four
Read Romans 2:17-29

1. What group of people does Paul address in this portion of chapter two?

2. The Jews held a feeling of superiority over the Gentiles and felt a false sense of security from 
God's judgment because of their heritage, knowledge and ceremony.  Which words in our 
Scripture reading show this security in: 

Heritage

Knowledge

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Ceremony (verse 25)

3. The Jews also felt secure in what they taught to the spiritually uninformed, the Gentiles.  In 
what four ways did the Jews feel that they were spiritually superior teachers?

1.

2.

3.

4.
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4. God had indeed revealed Himself and His will to the Jewish nation in His law.  What had they 
received encapsulated in His law? 

5.  Paul challenged the hypocrisy of the Jews by a series of rhetorical questons.  In what three 
areas did Paul suggest that they may be guilty?

6.  In what ways does God accuse Israel (through His prophet Ezekiel) of stealing in Ezekiel 
22:12?

7.  In what ways did Jesus say that they were committing adultery?  Matthew 5:28 and 32.

8.  Because of Israel's persistence in idolatry, God sent them into captivity into Assyria and 
Babylon. (Ezekiel 6:9, 1Chronicles 9:1)  After their return from captivity, it seems that Israel had 
learned her lesson well and no longer was guilty of worshipping idols as did the pagan nations. 
What did God instruct them to do with the idols of the pagan nations in Deuteronomy 7:25, 26? 
Does Acts 19:37 suggest that the Jews were doing the very thing that God had forbidden?

9. What is the result for God when those who know God's law and are known to be 
representatives of God to the world, when they disobey the very things that they proclaim?  Some 
modern day TV evangelists, some well-known Christian pastors and writers, as well as some 
Roman Catholic priests have been found guilty of serious sins.  What have they done to the name 
of God as a result?
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10. Circumcision was a symbol to the Jew of his covenant relationship to God,  In a similar way 
a wife's wedding ring is a symbol of her relationship to her husband.  This ring is precious when 
the wife and husband remain faithful to each other. What happens when the Jew is unfaithful to 
God by breaking His law or the wife is unfaithful to her husband?  What meaning does 
circumcision have then or the wedding ring?

11. If a wife loses her wedding ring, does that mean she is no longer married?

12. If one who is uncircumcised keeps God's requirements for righteousness, how would he be 
regarded?

13. Who then is a Jew?  Or what is circumcision, if it is not of the flesh?

Read Romans 3:1-8
14. In the first three verses of this chapter, Paul refers to the Jews in three different ways.  Use 
the words in the Scripture which show that Paul was referring to:

a.  Individual Jews

b.  Old Testament Israel as a whole

c.  Unbelieving Jews

15.  What is Paul's answer to his rhetorical question, "What advantage then has the Jew?"  

16. To which attributes of God does Paul refer, as he continues to answer the questions which he 
surmises are in the minds of the Jews after his condemnations of them in chapter two?
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17. Verse three gives the thought of some of the Jews, by asking, "Just because some Jews did 
not believe, are the promises that God has made to us through Abraham no longer in effect?" 
What are those promises?  (Genesis 12;1-7)  What is Paul's answer?

18. The language of verses 5-8 make it difficult to understand the thinking and concern of the 
Jews that Paul is here expressing.  For your benefit, I am quoting John MacArthur's way of 
expressing the Jews' argument to Paul.

If God is glorified by the sins of Israel, being shown faithful Himself despite the 
unfaithfulness of His chosen people, then sin glorifies God.  In other words, Paul, you 
are saying that what God strictly forbids actually brings Him glory.  You are saying that 
God is like a merchant who displays a piece of expensive gold jewelry on a piece of 
black velvet so the contrast makes the gold appear even more elegant and beautiful.  You 
are charging God with using man's sin to bring glory to Himself, and that is blasphemy. 
You are impugning the righteous purity of God.  Not only that, but if man's 
unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say about 
God's judgment?  If what you say is true, why does God punish sin?  The God who 
inflicts wrath is not unrighteousness is He?

What is Paul's response to their argument?

Read Romans 3:9-20
19. Romans 1:18-32 shows that the ungodly pagan is guilty.  Romans 2:1-16 condemns the self-
righteous person and Romans 2:17-3:8 shows that the Jew can not depend upon his heritage, 
knowledge or circumcision for righteousness.  With whom is this portion of Scripture (Romans 
3:9-20) concerned?

20.  Verses 10-18 contains a fourteen-count indictment against mankind.  What has man been 
charged with in these verses? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.


