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Why Should We Study Prophecy? 

1.  The study of prophecy validates the Word of God. 

 The Bible is the only book upon which a religion has been founded that includes 
prophecy.  From the beginning pages of Genesis right through to Revelation the Bible contains 
hundreds of prophecies.  These revelations of coming events is the authentication that the Bible 
is of divine origin.  The proof that a prophecy is truth is whether or not it is fulfilled.  Many of 
the prophecies in the Bible have already been fulfilled such as: 

 a.  The Jews being exiled from their land and scattered among the nations. 
 b.  The virgin birth of Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 7: 14 
 c.  The place of Jesus' birth.  Micah 5: 2 
 d.  Christ's crucifixion with sinners.  Isaiah 53: 12 
 e.  Christ's resurrection.  Psalm 16: 10 
 f.  Christ's ascension into heaven.  Psalm 66: 18 

2.  The study of prophecy reveals the power and wisdom of God. 

3.  The study of prophecy convinces us that there really is a God. 

4.  The study of prophecy shows us God's plan for man through the ages. 

5.  The study of prophecy prepares us to avoid deception of false prophets. 

6.  The study of prophecy promotes missionary and evangelistic efforts. 

7.  The study of prophecy motivates Christians to live holy lives. 

God knows the end from the beginning. 

"Remember the former things of old, 
For I am God, and there is no other; 

For I am God, and there is none like Me, 
Declaring the end from the beginning, 

And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 
Saying, My counsel shall stand, 
And I will do all My pleasure, 

Calling a bird of prey from the east, 
The man who executes My counsel, from a far country, 

Indeed I have spoken it; 
I will also bring it to pass. 

I have purposed it; 
I will also do it." 
Isaiah 46: 9-11 

Kinds of Prophecy 

1.  Fulfilled (samples above under number 1) 
2.  Yet to be fulfilled. (Such as Revelation chapters four to twenty-two.) 
3.   Partially fulfilled and partially yet to be fulfilled.  (Daniel 11. 1-34 fulfilled, 35-39 not) 



2 Introduction to Revelation  
 

Methods of Prophecy 

1.  Through types 

a)  Genesis:   

i) Adam, type of Christ 

ii) Isaac, type of Christ 

iii) Joseph. Type of Christ 

b) Passover 

c) The Tabernacle 

d) Book of Ruth 

i) Naomi, type of Israel 

ii) Boaz, type of Christ 

iii) Ruth, type of the Church 

2. Through Parables 

a) Parable of the Wheat and the Tares, Matthew 13: 24-30 

b) Parable of the Mustard Seed, Matthew 13: 31, 32 

c) Parable of the Pearl of Great Price, Matthw 13: 45, 46 

3. Through Dreams 

a) The dream of the sheaves by Joseph, Genesis 37: 7 

b) The dream of the sun, moon and eleven stars by Joseph, Genesis 37: 9 

c) The dreams of the butler and the baker, Genesis 40 

d) The dream of the cows by Pharaoh, Genesis 41 
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Types of Interpretations 

1. Preterism 

a) Preter means past.  Preterism teaches that most of the Old and New Testaments have 
already been fulfilled. 

b) Preterism spiritualizes prophecy to make it fit historical events in the Church Age. 

c) Preterism teaches that much of Revelation was fulfilled at the fall of Jerusalem in 70 a.d. 

d) Preterism views Israel as having been replaced by the Church in God's plan. 

i) Jewish people are the true enemies of Christ. 

ii) Their overthrow by the Roman army was a victory for Christ. 

iii) Christ came spiritually in the judgment by the Roman army. 

iv) The Jewish Temple was the center of spiritual apostasy. 

e) Preterism rejects any aspect of future for ethnic Israel (apart from the church). 

f) Preterism dates the writing of Revelation before a.d. 70, early in Nero's reign. 

g) Preterism teaches that Christ has already returned spiritually and will never return again 
bodily. 

h) Preterism teaches that Satan and his demons were bound at the cross and that apostasy is a 
thing of the past. 

2. Historicism 

a) Historicism teaches that Revelation is symbolic of church history. 

b)   

3. Futurism 

a) Teaches a literal fulfillment of prophetic teaching. 

b) Because of the literal fulfillment of Christ's First Advent so must be His Second Coming. 

c) Revelation tells of future events of the consummation of the age --- for the Church, for 
Israel and for the nations. 

d) The key verse for Revelation is Revalation 1: 19.  "Write the things which you have seen, 
and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this." 
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Three Groups of People in Prophecy 

1. Israel (God's Chosen People with whom He made covenants) 

a) Abrahamic Covenant  --- Genesis 12: 1-3 

b) Mosaic Covenant  --- Exodus 19:5-8 

c) Deuteronomic Covenant --- Deuteronomic 28: 63-68 

d) Davidic Covenant --- 2 Samuel 7: 12-16 

e) New Covenant --- Jeremiah 31: 31-34 

2. Gentiles (nations, Greeks), the unsaved who are not Jewish. 

3. The Church (saved people of the Church Age including both Jews and Gentiles) 

4. I Corinthians 10: 32 --- "Give no offense, either to the Jews, or to the Greeks, or to the church 
of God. 

 

Timeline 

1. Dispensational chart 

2. Major events of future 

a) Rapture 

b) Tribulation 

c) Second Coming 

d) Millenium 

e) Satan's Rebellion 

f) Great White Throne Judgment 

g) Creation of New Heaven and New Earth 


