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Abominations 
Ezekiel 8 

13.  "Turn again and you will see greater abominations that they are doing. 
14. So he brought me t this door of the north gate of the Lord's house; and to my dismay, women 
were sitting there weeping for Tammuz. 
15.  Then He said to me, 'Have you seen this, O son of man?  Turn again, you will see greater 
abominations than these. 
16. So, He brought me into the inner court of the Lord's House; and there, at the door of the 
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men with their backs 
toward the temple of the Lord and their faces toward the east, and they were worshipping the sun 
toward the east. 
17. And He said to me, 'Have you seen this, O son of man? Is it a trivial thing to the house of 
Judah to commit the abominations which they commit here?" 

Deuteronomy 8 

25.  "You shall burn the carved images of their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or 
gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to 
the Lord your God." 

Deuteronomy 12 

29.  "When the Lord your God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to possess, and 
you dispossess, and you displace them and dwell in the land. 
30.  Take heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from 
before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods saying, 'How did these nations serve their 
gods?  I also will do likewise. 
31.  You shall not worship the Lord your God in that way; for every abomination to the Lord; 
which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughters in the 
fire to their gods." 

Deuteronomy 27 

15,  "Cursed is the one that makes a carved or molded image, an abomination to the Lord, the 
works of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret." 

Deuteronomy 32 

16.  "They provoked Him to jealousy with foreign gods; with abominations, they provoked Him 
to anger." 

II Kings 21 

1.  "Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Hephzibah. 
2.  And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations whom 
the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 
3.  For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; he raised up altars for 
Baal,  and made a wooden image, as Ahab king of Israel had done; and he worshipped all the 
host of heaven and served them." 



2 Israel and Idolatry 

High Places and Idols 
Leviticus 26 

1.  "You shall not make idols for yourselves; neither a carved image nor a sacred pillar  shall you 
rear for yourselves; 
2.  Nor shall you set up an engraved stone in your land, to bow down to it." 

Leviticus 26 

30.  "I will destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars, and cast your carcasses on the 
lifeless forms of your idols." 

I Kings 3 

1.  "Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh's daughter; 
then he brought her to the City of David until he had finished building his own house, and the 
house of the Lord, and the wall all around Jerusalem. 
2.  Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, because there was no house built for the 
name of the Lord until those days. 
3.  And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David except that he 
sacrificed and burned incense at the high places." 

I Kings 11 

4.  "For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his 
heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David. 
5.  For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. 
6.  Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father 
David. 
7.  Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is 
east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 
8.  And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 

Baal and Ashtoreth 
Judges 2 

11.  "Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord , and served the Baals. 
12.  And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of 
Egypt; and they followed other gods from the gods of the people who were all around them, and 
they bowed down to them, and they provoked the Lord to anger. 
13.  They forsook the Lord and served Baal, and the Ashtoreths." 

Judges 10 

6.  "Then the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals and 
the Ashtoreths , the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the people of 
Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and they forsook the Lord and did not serve Him. 
7.  So the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel." 
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I Samuel 7 

3.  "Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, 'If you return to the Lord with all your 
hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your 
hearts for the Lord, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines. 
4.  So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths and served the Lord only." 

Adultery and Harlotry 
Jeremiah 3 

6.  "The Lord said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: 'Have you seen what backsliding 
Israel has done?  She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there 
played the harlot. 
7.  And I said, after she had done all these things, 'Return to Me.'  But she not return.  And her 
treacherous sister Judah saw it. 
8.  Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had 
put her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, 
but went and played the harlot also. 
9.  So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and committed 
adultery with stones and trees." 

Ezekiel 16 

2.  "Son of man, "cause Jerusalem to know her abominations. 

15. "But you [Jerusalem] trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot because of your fame, and 
poured out your harlotry on everyone passing by who would have it." 

20.  "Moreover you took your sons and your daughters, whom you bore to Me, and these you 
sacrificed to them to be devoured.  Were your acts of harlotry a small matter, 
21.  That you have slain My children and offered them up to them by causing them to pass 
through the fire? 
22.  And all your abominations and acts of harlotry you did not remember the days of your youth, 
when you were naked and bare, struggling in your blood. 
23.  Then it was so, after all your wickedness---'Woe, woe to you!' says the Lord God--- 
24.  That you also built high places at the head of every road, and made your beauty to be 
abhorred.  You offered yourself to everyone who passed by, and multiplied your acts of harlotry 
to provoke Me to anger." 
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Pagan Gods 
Egypt 
Re -- sun god 
Thoth and Khons -- moon gods 
Nut -- sky-goddess 
Geb -- earth-god 
Hapi -- god of the Nile flood 
Amun -- god of hidden powers of nature 
Maat -- goddess of truth, justice, and right order 
Ptah -- god of craftsmanship 
Osiris -- 
Isis -- wife of Osiris 
Horus -- son of Osiris and Isis 

Canaan 

Baal (means lord) -- weather god of rain, mist dew 
Astarte -- Baal's wife, goddess of love and war (also called Anat) 
El -- father of Baal, chief of gods 
Asherah -- El's wife, mother goddess, goddess of the sea 
Shamash -- god of sun 
Reshef -- god of corn 
Molech -- 

Philistines 

Dagon --at Gaza and Ashdod 
Baalzebub -- at Ekron 
Ashtoreth -- 

Assyrian and Babylonian 
Anu -- king of heaven, chief of the gods 
Enlil -- son of Anu, ruled over earth's surfaces 
Enki or Ea -- in charge of fresh waters that gave life 
Ishtar -- wife of Anu, in charge of war and love 
Marduk -- son of Enki, known as "Bel", became an important god 
Nabu -- son of Marduk 
Shamash -- god of the son 
Sin -- god of the moon (at Ur of the Chaldees and at Haran) 
Adad -- god of rain and storm 

Persian 
Mitra -- god of contract 
Varuna -- god of true speech 
Ahura-mazda -- preached by prophet Zoroaster 
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Greek and Roman 
Greek Roman 

Zeus Jupiter god of thunder, lightning, rain, King of the gods 
Hera Juno wife to Zeus or Jupiter, Queen of the gods 
Poseidon Neptune brother of Zeus or Jupiter, god of the sea 
Ares Mars god of war 
Hermes Mercury messenger of the gods 
Hades Pluto god of the dead 
Haphantes Vulcan lame craftsman 
Appollo Appollo god of the sun and youth 
Artemis Diana goddess, the huntress, (twin sister to Appollo) 
Athena Minerva goddess of wisdom 
Aphrodite Venus goddess of love and beauty 
Demeter Ceres goddess of the harvest 
Dionysus Bacchus god of wine, son of Zeus or Jupiter 
Hestia Vesta goddess of the home 
Eros Cupid god of love 

Mystery religions 
Worshippers were admitted step by step into the inner secret spiritual knowledge of the faith. 

Harry Ironside, Lectures in Revelation, as quoted by Dwight Pentecost in Things To Come says 
this: 

"Ancient lore now comes to our assistance, and tells us that the wife of Nimroud-
Bar-Cush was the infamous Semiramis the First.  She is reputed to have been the 
foundress of the Babylonian mysteries and the first high-priestess of idolatry.  
Thus Babylon became the fountainhead of idolatry and the mother of every 
heathen and pagan system in the world.  The mystery that was there originated 
spread in various forms throughout the whole earth ...  

"From Babylon this mystery-religion spread to all the surrounding nations ... 
Everywhere the symbols were the same, and everywhere the cult of the mother 
and child became the popular system; their worship was celebrated with the most 
disgusting and immoral practices.  The image of the queen of heaven with the 
babe in her arms was seen everywhere, though the names might differ as 
languages differed.  It became the mystery-religion of Phoenicia, and by the 
Phoenicians was carried to the ends of the earth.  Astoreth and Tammuz, the 
mother and child of these hardy adventurers became Isis and Horus in Egypt, 
Aphrodite and Eros in Greece, Venus and Cupid in Italy, and bore many other 
names in more distant places.  Within 1000 years Babylonianism had become the 
religion of the world, which had rejected the Divine revelation." 


