
 Revelation Lesson Twenty 1 

The First Resurrection 
1a.  The First Fruits of the harvest. 
Exodus 23:16 – "And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you have sown in 
the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit 
of your labors from the field." 

Exodus 34:22 – "And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, 
and the Feast of Ingathering at the year's end." 

Nehemiah 10:35 – " And we made ordinances to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the 
firstfruits of all fruits of all trees, year by year, to the house of the Lord." 

1b.  Jesus Christ, the Firstfruits 
Acts 26:23 – "That the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and 
would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles." 

Colossians 1:18 – "And He is the head of the body, the church , who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence." 

Revelation 1:5 – "And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler over the kings of the earth.  To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His      
own blood." 

I Corinthians 15:20 – "But now Christ is risen from the dead and has become the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep." 

2a.  The Ingathering of the harvest. 
Exodus 23:16 – "And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you have sown in 
the field, and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit 
of your labors from the field." 

Exodus 34:22 – "And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, 
and the Feast of Ingathering at the year's end." 

2b.  The Dead in Christ, the ingathering 
I Corinthians 15:22, 23 – "For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each 
one in his own order:  Christ the firstfruits, afterwards those who are Christ's at His coming." 

2 Corinthians 4:14 – "Knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with 
Jesus, and will present us with you." 

Romans 8: 11 – "But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus Christ dwells in you, He who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in 
you." 

Romans 8: 22, 23 – "For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs 
together until now.  Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body." 
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3a.  The Gleanings of the harvest 
Deuteronomy 24:19-21 – "When you reap your harvest in your field , and forget a sheaf in the 
field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, 
that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.  When you beat your olive 
trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow.  When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be 
for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow."  

Isaiah 17:6 – " 'Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, like the shaking of an olive tree, two or 
three olives at the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in its most fruitful branches,' says the 
Lord God of Israel." 

3b.  Old Testament Saints, the gleanings 
Hosea 13:14 – " I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death." 

Daniel 12:2 –  "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, some to everlasting contempt." 

Daniel 12:13 – "But you go your way till the end:  for you shall rest, and will arise to your 
inheritance at the end of the days." 

Job 14:14,15 – "If a man dies, shall he live again?  All the days of my hard service I will wait, 
till my change comes.  You shall call, and I will answer You; You shall desire the work of Your 
hands." 

Job 19: 25, 26 – "For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; 
And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh, I shall see God." 

Psalm 16:9 – " Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also will rest in –     
hope." 

Psalm 17:15 – "As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I 
awake in Your likeness." 

Isaiah 26:19 – "Your dead shall live, together with my dead body they shall arise.  Awake and 
sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the 
dead." 

Hebrews 11:35 – "Women received their dead raised to life again.  Others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection." 

3c.  Tribulation Martyrs, the gleanings 
Revelation 20:4 – :And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to 
them.  Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the 
word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on 
their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years." 



 Revelation Lesson Twenty 3 

Believers' Sins Judged at the Cross 
John 5:24 – "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life." 

Romans 8:1 – "Much more then, having been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him." 

Romans 8:1 – "There is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit." 

Galatians 3:13 – "Christ has redeemed us from the curse of law, having become a curse for us 
(for it is written cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree)." 

Hebrews 9:26-28 – "He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; 
but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered to 
bear the sins of many, to those who eagerly wait for Him, He will appear a second time, apart 
from sin, for salvation." 

Hebrews 10:10 – "By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all." 

Hebrews 10:14-17 – "For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being 
sanctified.  But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, 'This is the 
covenant that I will make with them after those days', says the Lord; 'I will put my laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds, I will write them,' then He adds, 'Their sins and their lawless deeds I 
will remember no more.' " 

1 Peter 2:24 – "Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we having died to 
sins, might live for righteousness, by whose stripes you were healed." 

1 John 2:25 – "And this is the promise that He has promised us – eternal life." 

1 John 3:16 – "By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us." 

The Unsaved Judged According to Their Works 
Revelation 20:12 – "And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 
opened.  And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.  And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books." 

Dr. David Jeremiah in his book Escape the Coming Night has the following to say about the 
judgment of the unsaved. 

The purpose of the Great White Throne Judgment is not to determine if a 
person is saved.  All who will be saved will have been saved by this time.  This is 
a judgment on the evil works of the unsaved .  Men are not sent to hell because of 
being murderers or liars, they are sent to hell because they are unrighteous. 

John tells us that men are judged out of the Book of Life and out of the 
book of works.  Although we are not told specifically, I believe there are at least 
five books that will be opened on that fateful day. 
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First, the Book of Conscience.  Undoubtedly there will be some standing 
there who will say, "I never heard about God's law or the way of salvation...how 
can I be found guilty?"  The apostle Paul wrote to the early church "...since they 
show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even 
defending them" (Romans 2:15). 

In other words, man will be condemned because he violated his 
conscience during his life upon the earth. 

Second, the Book of Words that Jesus explained, "For by your words you 
will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned" (Matthew 12:37) 

Those words might be, "I'm not interested in spiritual things."  Or, "Sure, I 
believe in God, but everybody has his own god he worships." 

Third, the Book of Secret Words.  "This will take place on the day when 
God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ" (Romans 2:16). 

D. L Moody, the famous evangelist , used to say that if a man ever 
invented a camera that could take a photograph of  the human heart, he would 
starve to death, for people would refuse to have this revealing picture exposed. 

Fourth there's the Book  of Public Words "...he will reward each person 
according to what he has done" (Matthew 16:27). 

It is dreadful to think of what the sentence will be for some infamous 
people. 

Finally, the last one is the Book of Life.  "If anyone's name was not written 
in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the lake of fire."  (Revelation 20:15) 

This book is an amazing record, it will contain the name of every single 
person born into the world.  If, by the time a person dies, he has not received 
God's provision of sacrifice to remove his sin, his name will be blotted out of the 
pages. 

The scene at the judgment seat will be heartrending.  As each person steps 
forward, God will open the various books, pointing out what was required to have 
been accepted as a child of God.  When He solemnly opens the Book of Life and 
begins to look down this immense directory for the person's name, His gentle 
hands will turn the pages, wishing to find the name of the accused, But it won't be 
there. 

He will say sadly, and with great reluctance, "Depart from me you who 
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matthew 
25:41). 


