
 Babylon 1 

Name 

Nimrod founded the city of Babylon in 2230 B.C., Genesis 10:10, when he led the people to 
rebel against God and build "a city and a tower whose top is in the heavens."  It was named Bab-
el which meant "gate of el" or "gate of God."  After God confused their tongues to disperse the 
people and force them to obey His command in Genesis 9:1 to "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth, the name was connected to the Hebrew word balal which means to confound. 

Country 

Babylon became the capital of the "land of Shinar" (Genesis 10:10).  Later in Scripture this land 
was referred to as "Chaldea" or "land of the Chaldeans", the land from which Abraham came 
(Genesis 11: 28, 31).  The other cities which were founded by Nimrod (Erech, Accad and 
Calneh) seem to have built earlier than Babel. Nimrod then went into Assyria and built Nineveh, 
Rehoboth Ir and Caleh, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah. (Genesis 10:11)  In Micah 5:6, 
Assyria is called the "land of Nimrod." 

"The city of Calah, which has been excavated about twenty miles from Nineveh on the Tigris 
River, is still called 'Nimrud' by the inhabitants of the region.  The remains of a great step-tower, 
or ziggurat, in Borsippa, a suburb of Babylon, are still called 'Birs-nimrud' ('the tower of 
Nimrod') by the Arabs."  The Revelation Record by Henry M. Morris. 

Babylonia - a country on the Euphrates River 
Assyria - a country on the Tigris River with Nineveh as its capital 
Mesopotamia - a country in the intervening space meaning "between the rivers" 
Land of Shinar - Mesopotamia and Babylonia together 

Kings 

747 B.C. - Nabonassar - Babylon was independent at this time. 
733 B.C. - Hadius 
731 B.C. - Chinzirus 
725 B.C. - Jugaeus 
721 B.C. - Mardocempadus 
709 B.C. - Archianus 
702 B.C. - Belibus 
699 B.C. - Sennacherib, the king of Assyria takes Babylon.  
680 B.C. - Asaridinus 
677 B.C. - Asaridinus invades Judah and takes its king, Manasseh, prisoner (2 
Chron.33:11) 
667 B.C. - Saosduchinus 
647 B.C. - Chinaladanus 
625 B.C. - Nabopolassar asserts independence from Assyria 
569 B.C. - Nebuchadnezzar sets up the "golden image" and becomes insane (Daniel 3) 
561 B.C. - Evil Merodach 
558 B.C. - Belshazzar (Daniel 5) 
553 B.C. - Nabonidius 
538 B.C. - Cyrus, king of Persia, takes Babylon  
518 B.C. - Darius 
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331 B.C. - Alexander the Great takes Babylon (predicted in Daniel 11:3) 
321 B.C. - Seleucus Nicator is made governor (predicted in Daniel 11:4) 
315 B.C. - Python, son of Agenor, set up by Antigonus after expelling Seleucus. 
312 B.C. - Seleucus returns and founds the kingdom and dynasty of the Seleucidae. 
240 B.C. - Seleucus II  
  64 B.C. - Babylon falls into the hands of the Romans 

(Above information comes from Young's Concordance and from the Bible.) 

Below are quotes taken from The Rise of Babylon by Charles H. Dyer. 

"Babylon occupied the world's center stage for only about two generations.  The city rose to fame 
in 612 B.C. when Babylonian armies destroyed the city of Nineveh, and Babylon supplanted 
Assyria as the dominant power in the Middle East.  Less than a century later, in 539 B.C., 
Babylon was conquered by Medo-Persia and gradually slipped back into obscurity." 

"Seleucus I, more than any other individual, was responsible for the gradual decline of the city of 
Babylon.  Though he took the title 'King of Babylon,' he was repeatedly forced to take and retake 
the city as he fought to assert his authority over the region.  He finally decided to establish a new 
capital on the Tigris River about forty-five miles north of Babylon, and he named the city after 
himself.  With the establishment of Seleucia, the government and trade center shifted from 
Babylon on the Euphrates to Seleucia on the Tigris.  Babylon never regained it prominent role in 
the region. 

Though Babylon was no longer a leader among cities, it did not cease to exist.  The temple of 
Marduk and the other temples in Babylon were still in operation, and Babylon remained the 
dominant religious center in the area." 

"I can find no time in history when it can be said conclusively that Babylon ceased to exist.  Her 
population has risen and fallen through the ages, but there has never been a time when the city 
has been completely abandoned." 

"Even in the modern era, there are villages around Babylon.  Until the early 1980s, the city 
existed as a small shell of it former glory, but now the government of Iraq has determined to 
revive and restore the majesty of Babylon.  Babylon's fortunes have declined, but the city has 
never been destroyed." 


