
2 Peter Lesson 16

The Lord Is Not Willing That Any Should Perish

Read 2 Peter 3:1-9

In chapter one, verse 19, Peter wrote that prophecy is to them "a light that shines in a dark place."  In 
this third chapter, Peter is again telling his readers to keep in mind the words that were spoken by the 
prophets and apostles of Jesus Christ.  Peter is now concerned that they remember the things that God 
has revealed concerning fuure events.

J. Dwight Pentecost in his book,   Prophecy For Today, has given a number of reasons for God giving us
so much prophecy in the Bible.  

1. "The first great result of the study of prophecy is that the prophetic Scriptures prove to us the 
authority of the entire Word of God,"

2. "There is a second result from the study of prophecy.  Prophecy was given to us to reveal the 
power and wisdom of God."

3. "Another result of the study of prophecy is revealed in Genesis 18, where we find that prophecy 
reveals the purposes of God."

4. "Another result of the study of prophecy is revealed in John 14:1."   "Prophecy here was 
designed to bring peace to the believer.  This is one of the great results of the study of prophecy. 
It will bring peace and asssurance to the child of God."

5. "Climaxing it all, God's great purpose in revealing prophecy to His children is to produce a holy 
life, and the study of prophecy will not have fulfilled its desired result unless it does produce 
holy living."

1.  What is the first thing that Peter tells his readers will happen "in the last days?" Q1 ____

F1 

2.  What did Jesus Christ tell His disciples in answer to their question, "What shall be the sign of 
your coming?"  (Matthew 24:3-5) Q2 ____

F2 
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Many people in every age have, in their arrogance, refused to listen to the Lord or to obey His 
commandments.

3.  What does Job 21:14 tell us that the wicked say to God? Q3 ____

F3 

Peter writes in this third chapter, verse 3 that many in the last days will be "willingly ignorant."

4.  What does Peter say that men will deny? Q4 ____

F4 

Peter reminds them that the "world that then was" was destroyed by God by a world-wide flood.  Then 
Peter gives a prophecy concerning the end of this present world.  

5.  How will the"heavens and earth which are now" be destroyed? Q5 ____

F5 

Harry Ironside in his Notes on the Whole Bible tells us that he believes there to be a distinction between 
"the latter times" and "the last days."  He draws our attention to 1 Timothy 4:1 where it reads, "Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times ..." and to 2 Timothy 3:1 which reads, " This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times shall come."  He maintans that "the latter times" are already past
and we are in "the last days" presently.

6.  What are the signs given in 1 Timothy 4:1-3 for the latter times? Q6 ____

F6 1.  
    2. 
    3. 
    4. 

    5. 

    6. 

    7. 
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Ironside says, "Rome has fulfilled these predictions to the letter.  Departing from the faith of God's 
Word, she has been misled by evil spirits seducing her devotees to believe that the church cannot err, and
that her voice is the voice of inspiration.  Thus has Satan foisted doctrines of demons on the blinded 
nations.  Rome, the very citadel of untruth has spoken lies in hypocrisy, her leaders having cauterized 
consciences which seemed immune to all Scriptural appeals.  Thus the Reformation proved, when God 
"gave her space to repent ... and she repented not."  (Revelation 2:21)   

7.  What are two marks in 1 Timothy 4:3 that have been practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church?  Q7 ____

F7 

There are also signs given in 2 Timothy 3:1-7, which Ironside states describes many who profess to 
being Christians and even ministers or pastors in these last days.

1.  Lovers of own selves – New Agers who claim that God is within them, they are gods themselves.
2.  Covetous – Money-lovers, who preach for financial gain.
3.  Boasters – "Rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing"  Rev. 3:17
4.  Proud – of their superior knowledge, their eloquent speaking
5.  Blasphemers – Higher critics, and others
6.  Disobedient to parents
7.  Unthankful – even absence of prayer before meals in restaurants
8.  Unholy – Not separating from things of the world
9.  Without natural affection – breakdown of family, divorce

8.  What are the next eight characteristics listed in 2 Timothy 3:3-4? Q8 ____

F8 

9.  What is happening in present day churches that illustrates that some present day 
church-goers are "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God?  (2 Timothy 3:4) Q9 ____

F9 
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10.  What dos 2 Timothy 3:5 mean when it says that the churches will have "a form of 
godliness but will deny the power thereof? Q10 ____

F10 

11.  What things do many modern women yearn for that has led to the "feminist movement?"
See 2 Timothy 3:6 "silly women laden with sins." Q11 ____

F11 

Some religious cults and religious movements have been started by women and have led many 
astray.

12.  Can you name some of these cults and the women who started them? Q12 ____

F12 

13.Some theologians claim that they are seeking the truth concerning God.  How does this 
confirm 2 Timothy 3:7?  Q13 ____

F13 


