
2 Peter Lesson 12

Jesus Foretells Peter's Death

Read 2 Peter 1:12-15 

1.  What things did Peter want his readers to remember even though he knew that they already
knew them? Q1 ____

1 

● Their faith was obtained through the righteousness of 
God.

● Peter wanted grace and peace multiplied to them.
● The divine power of Jesus.
● They had all things necessary for life and godliness. 
● They had been given great and precious promises.
● They should add to their faith --- virtue,  knowledge, 

temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and 
charity.

● With these things they will be fruitful and not idle.

2.  Why is Peter reminding them of these things at this time? Q2 ____

F2 Because he is anticipating his death.

3.  How has Peter made provision that they remember these things after his decease? Q3 ____

F3 By writing them in his letters.

Peter wrote that our Lord Jesus showed Peter "by what manner of death" Peter would die.  This is 
recorded in John 21.  We will now divert from 2 Peter to look at this passage of Scripture.

Read John 21:1-25.

4.  What was the time period of John 21?  (Not the year number, but what major event had occurred 
prior to this chapter,)  For help, see John 20, verses such as 1, 6, and 8. Q4 ____

F4 Following the resurrection of Jesus.
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5.  Where did the events of John 21 take place?  See John 20:1 and also Matthew 26:32, Matthew 28:10, 
16, Mark 14:28, Mark 16:7. Q5 ____

F5 Galilee, a province north and east of the Sea of Galilee, 
precisely here they were at the sea.

6.  How many disciples were present for the events in John 21?  Which ones were named? Q6 ____

F6 Seven were present.  Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, James and
John and two others.

7.  What occupation did these disciples have before Jesus called them to follow Him that they now 
returned to do? Q7 ____

F7 Fishing.  We know that at least Peter, James and John were
fishermen.

8.  During what period of the day were they so occupied? Q8 ____

F8 Nighttime.

After fishing all night, they had caught nothing.  As they began to return to shore a figure appeared on 
the shore whom they did not recognize.

9.  Why did the disciples not recognize Jesus? Q9 ____

F9 It was dawn and not quite light.
It was a distance away, 200 cubits or 300' or more.
They did not expect to see Jesus.

10.  Who among the disciples was the first to recognize Jesus and what caused him to do so? Q10 ____

F10 John

11.  What did Peter do that revealed his impatient and impulsive characteristics? Q11 ____

F11 Peter got out of the ship and began swimming/walking to 
shore.
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When it says that Peter was naked, it does not mean that he was without any clothing, but that he was 
dressed only in his inner garments.  His fisher's coat refers to his outer garment.  The inner garment or 
tunic worn next to his skin may have been made of a coarse material such as fishermen commonly wore.

When verse nine mentions a "little ship,"  it is probably referring to a small boat which is hung on the 
outside of a larger boat or ship.  The little boat would be used to come closer to shore than a ship would 
be able to do.

12.  Compare the scene of these events in John 21 to a scene or scenes that happened much earlier, at the
very beginning of the apostles' calling.  See Luke 5. Q12 ____

F12 They were on the shore of the Sea of Galilee when Jesus 
first called them.  They were also on the shore in this chapter.
In Luke 5, the story is given of Peter, Andrew, James and 
John having fished all night and had caught no fish.  Jesus 
calls to them to drop their nets again and they caught so 
many fish that their nets broke, they filled both ships and their
ships began to sink.  In this chapter, a similar thing occurred 
except that their nets did not break nor did their ship begin to 
sink.

Perhaps Jesus was reminding them of the earlier time.

When they were near land, the disciples noticed that there was a fire of coals, upon which were fish and 
bread cooking.  Jesus tells them to bring up the fish which they had caught.  In their net were 153 large 
fish which apparently was an unusually large catch.  Then Jesus invites them to "Come and dine."  The 
word translated here as "dine" refers to the first meal of the day.  Jesus takes bread and fish and gives 
bread and fish to the disciples showing that He, even in His glorified body, has a corporeal body capable
of eating food.  (See also Luke 24:42-43.)

13.  How many times now had the disciples seen their resurrected Lord? Q13 ____

F13 Three times said John.  The other two times are recorded 
in John 20:19 and 26, both times in the upper room first 
without Thomas and secondly with Thomas.

14.  The Lord asked Peter a question and called him by his original name, Simon.  Why? Q14 ____

F14 He wanted to remind Peter of the man that he had been 
before he knew Jesus.
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15.  What did the Lord mean in his first question to Peter by the phrase, "more than these?"  There 
are several possibilities .  Give all and then give the one you believe is the correct one. Q15 ____

F15 1. His fishing gear, nets and boats.  The occupation itself.
2. More than these men (disciples) loved Jesus.
3. More than Peter loved these men (disciples).

16.  When Jesus said, "Feed my lambs," to whom was He referring?  For help, see Isaiah 40:11 
and 1 John 2:12, 13. Q16 ____

F16 New believers or immature believers.

17.  Why did Jesus ask Peter three times whether Peter loved Him? Q17 ____

F17 Jesus was reminding Peter of the three times that Peter 
had denied Jesus after having declared that he would never 
desert Jesus.  It was for the purpose of reassuring Peter and 
the other disciples there that Peter had been forgiven and 
was still an apostle in good standing and whom would go on 
to glorify Jesus.

The first two times Jesus used the word agape, meaning an all giving, unselfish love.  The second time 
Jesus used the word, phileo, meaning a reciprocal , friendly love or affection.  Peter answered each time 
with the word, phileo.

18.  After the second and third question, the Lord told Peter to "Feed my sheep," rather than lambs.  
To whom was He now referring? Q18 ____

F18 More mature believers, those that were holding fast and 
marching forward in their service to the Lord, but who still 
needed guidance, encouragement and protection.

The Greek words translated "feed" has different meanings between the first time and the the second and 
the third times.  In the first usage it refers to providing nourishment.  In the second and third times it is a 
reference to care, guidance and protection such as a shepherd would give to his flock.

The Lord told Peter that when he was young, Peter dressed himself and went wherever he wanted to go.
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19.  In verse 18. what did the Lord mean when He told Peter that he would "stretch forth his hands" 
when he became old? Q19 ____

F19 Some have said that it symbolizes an act of submission.  
Most believe that it is a reference to crucifixion or a violent 
death.

20.  What did Jesus mean when He told Peter "another would gird you?" Q20 ____

F20 Gird means to bind or tie.  When a soldier would gird his 
loins he would tie up his long garment around his body to 
make running possible.  Here it refers to being bound or tied 
to a cross rather than being nailed thereon.
Another would also carry (or force) him to a place where he 
doesn't want to go (to be crucified or to a grave).

21.  What did the Lord say that caused the other disciples to spread the false message that John 
would not die? Q21 ____

F21 In answer to Peter's question concerning how John would 
die, Jesus said, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee?  Follow me.”  He was telling Peter that he should not be
concerned about what the Lord's plans were for other 
disciples, but that he should just concentrate on doing that 
which was planned for him to do.


