
1 Peter Lesson 2

Our Faith is More Precious Than Gold
At the time that the book of 1 Peter was written, (64-68 A.D.) Christians were suffering under severe 
persecution in and around Rome during the reign of the Emperor Nero.
Halley's Bible Handbook says this:  “The Bible makes no mention of Nero's persecution of Christians,  
though it happened in biblical times, and is the direct background of at least two N.T. Books, 1 Peter  
and 2 Timothy, and was the persecution that brought Paul to his martyrdom, and, according to some 
traditions, Peter also.  Our source of information is the Roman historian Tacitus.  He knew that the 
Christians did not burn Rome.  But somebody had to be made the scapegoat for the Emperor's crime.  
Here was a new and despised sect of people mostly from the humbler walks of life, without prestige or 
influence, many of them slaves.  Nero accused them of burning Rome and ordered their punishment.
“In and around Rome, multitudes of Christians were arrested and put to death in the most cruel ways.  
Crucified.  Or tied in skins of animals, and thrown into the arena to be worried to death by dogs, for the 
entertainment of the people.  Or thrown to the wild beasts.  Or tied to stakes in Nero's gardens, pitch 
poured over their bodies, and their burning bodies used as torches to light Nero's gardens at night,  
while he drove around in his chariot naked, indulging himself in his midnight revels, gloating over the 
dying agonies of his victims.
“...the example of the Emperor encouraged the enemies of Christians everywhere to take advantage of 
the slightest pretext to persecute.  It was a trying time.  The Church was about 35 years old.  It had 
suffered persecutions in various localities at the hands of local authorities.  But now Imperial Rome, 
which had been indifferent, even in some cases friendly, had accused the Church of a terrible crime, and 
was undertaking to punish it.”
Read 1 Peter 1:1-12
1.  To whom was 1 Peter written? Q1 ____

The Day of Pentecost was observed 50 days after Passover.  All Jewish men were to return to Jerusalem 
and the temple for three feast days every year.  "Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before 
the Lord thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of  
weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles:  and they shall not appear before the Lord empty."  Deuteronomy 
16:16.   The Feast of Unleavened Bread and Passover, properly speaking, are two distinctly different 
feasts, but because of their close connection (Passover commencing on the 14th day of Nissan and the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread commencing on the 15th day) they are generally treated as one, both in the 
Old and New Testaments.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted for seven days.  Yet, it may be said that 
it had not quite passed until fifty days after its commencement, when it merged in that of Pentecost, or 
The Feast of Weeks.  

Alfred Edersheim tells us that, "According to unanimous Jewish tradition, which was universally 
received at the time of Christ, the day of Pentecost was the anniversary of the giving of the Law on 
Mount Sinai, which the Feast of Weeks was intended to commemorate."
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The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as the Feast of Booths or Feast of Firstfruits.  "On the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month the Lord's Feast of tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days."  Leviticus 
23:34.  It was held in remembrance of the time when the Israelites lived in booths or tents in the 
wilderness.  It was held in the fall and was also a time to celebrate the firstfruits of their crops.  In its 
reference to the harvest, it is called the "feast of ingathering" (Exodus 23:16; 34:22).

During these three feast days, Jerusalem was filled with Jews from various parts of the world, who were 
all there to fulfill the Lord's command.
2.  Which places named in 1 Peter verse one are the same places at those listed in Acts 2:7-10? Q2 ____

Sometimes, the "elect" refers to the Jews, God's chosen people.  It could also refer to those who have 
heard the gospel of Jesus Christ and believed.  We know that even little children can hear the gospel and 
be saved, but not many who are wise in their own understanding accept the truth about Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 3:9 tells us that God "is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance."
3.   1 Corinthians tells us among certain classes of men, many are not called, but instead God has chosen 
others.  Which types are not many called?  Which are more often chosen by God? Q3 ____

Not many are called God has chosen

Verse 2 mentions all three persons of the trinity as each contributes toward our salvation.  It was God the 
Father who planned our salvation, and it was Jesus Christ the Son whose shed blood made our salvation 
possible.
4.  What was the role of the Holy Spirit in our salvation? Q4 ____

5.  What did the Israelites in Egypt do in order to be saved from the angel of death?  Exodus 15, 
particularly verses 28 and 50. Q5 ____
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6.  In what way can God the Father be "the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ," who Himself is 
God?   1 Peter 1:3, Romans 15:6, 2 Cor. 1:3, Eph. 1:3 and Col. 1:3. Q6 ____

7.  What or who is the "lively hope" (or living hope) of Christians?  See also 1 Timothy 1:1; Titus 1:2; 
Titus 2:13; and Colossians 1:5, 27. Q7 ____

8.  Why does Jesus' resurrection give us hope? Q8 ____

9.  What does it mean that we "are kept by the power of God?"  See also John 10:28. Q9 ____

10.  What is the inheritance of a Christian that gives him reason to rejoice? Q10 ____

In verses six and seven Peter tells his readers that even though they may now be experiencing 
"heaviness" and "many trials," this trial of their faith is more precious than gold.
11.  How can gold perish, since it can be refined by fire and endure? Q11 ____

12. Had those who received this letter and believed on the Lord Jesus ever seen Him while He walked 
on the earth? Q12 ____
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13.  What did Jesus tell Thomas, who would not believe that He had been ressurrected without seeing 
the prints in His hands of the nails, concerning those who would in the future believe without having 
ever seen Jesus in the flesh?  John 20:29. Q13 ____

14.  What is the end result for believers who have trusted in Jesus Christ? Q14 ____

15.  What do all true believers have that sets them apart from unbelievers, so that Romans 8:9 can say 
that any who do not have this, they do not belong to Christ? Q15 ____

The prophets in the Old Testament did not fully understand many of the things which God told them to 
prophesy about. Albert Barnes wrote this, "They saw clearly that the Messiah was to suffer; and 
doubtless this was the common doctrine of the prophets, and the common expectation of the pious part  
of the Jewish nation.  Yet it is not necessary to suppose that they had clear apprehensions of his  
sufferings, or were able to reconcile all that was said on that subject with what was said of his glory and 
his triuimphs.  There was much about those sufferings which they wished to learn, as there is much still  
which we desire to know."  
16.  Of what did they search and inquire to more fully understand of which we Christians are the 
recipients? Q16 ____

17.  Who else did not fully understand these things and had the "desire to look into?" Q17 ____


