
Obadiah Lesson 3

The Sins of Edom
Read Obadiah 10-14
1. For what reason (that sums up all of Edom's sins against Israel)  did God declare  He would
 destroy Edom forever? Q1 ____

F1 Verse 10 – their violence against Jacob
Verses 11 through verse 14, Obadiah lists specific things Edom did against Israel.  At the time that 
Obadiah wrote them, these were all in the future,  Today, they are in the past.  Bible scholars think that 
they were fulfilled at the time that Babylonia took Judah captive.
2.  List these sins from all of these verses.   Q2 ____

F2 Verse 11 – They took the side of the enemy (Babylon).
Verse 12 – They watched as Israel was taken captive.

They rejoiced over Israel's destruction.
They spoke proudly about Israel's distress.

Verse 13 -- They entered Jerusalem (to take over territory).
They gazed upon Israel's affliction.
They plundered Israel's possessions.

Verse 14 -- They stood in the crossway to cut off (kill) those
who tried to escape.
They delivered to the enemy the Israelites that
remained. 

Read Ezekiel chapter 35.

Ezekiel was another prophet that God used to condemn Edom.  Edom was a major object of 
condemnation because of their actions toward Israel and against God Himself.  More has been written in 
the Bible against Edom than against any other enemy of Israel.
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3.  List all the attitudes and actions included in this chapter of Seir (Edom) which God 
condemns. Q3 ____

F3 Verse 5 – They had a perpetual hatred.
They had shed the blood of the Israelites.
Verse 10 – They had said, “These two nations are mine”.
Verse 11 – Their anger, their envy and their hatred.
Verse 12 – Their blasphemies against Israel.
Verse 13 – They had boasted against the Lord.
They had multiplied their words against the Lord.
Verse 15 – They rejoiced over Israel's destruction.   

For your information and understanding, I have included with this lesson two articles that were 
printed by  Israel My Glory.  The first is by Jimmy DeYoung.  Under the section titled, Petra in 
Prophecy, read and answer the following questions.   
4.  When are the Jewish people to possess the whole of the land that God had promised to
Abraham? Q4 ____

F4 At the time of the coming of the Messiah.
5. Who does DeYoung say that Orthodox Jewish Bible scholars identify as the Edomites 
today? Q5 ____

F5 The Palestinians
6. With whom did the Lord say He would have war "from generation to generation" in Exodus
17:16? Q6 ____

F6 Amalek or the Edomites, now the Palestinians
Obadiah verse 2, says that the Lord has made Edom small and that they are greatly despised among the 
heathen or gentile nations.
Read the second article from Israel My Glory.  This is part of an article entitled The PLO and PA 
written by Bruce Scott.  (PLO means Palestinian Liberation Organization.  PA means Palestinian 
Authority.)  The part included with this lesson is sub-titled "New Tactics."  From this section 
answer the following questions.
7.  Why did King Hussein drive Arafat and the PLO out of Jordan? Q7 ____

F7 The Jordanian government was in serious jeopardy of being 
overrun by the PLO.

8. What has the PLO tried to do throughout its history to every Arab nation that has hosted 
them? Q8 ____

F8 It has tried to undermine and destabilize that nation and 
create a state-within-a-state.
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9.  What other nations hosted the PLO for a time after Jordan drove them out? Q9 ____

F9 Lebanon and Tunisia
10.  What crimes occured in the areas where the PLO have lived? Q10 ____

F10 An organized crime system caused embezzlement,  
extortion, bribery, monopolies and murder in the areas where 
the PLO had been.  PA members even extort money from 
Palestinian businesses and demand donations from 
Christian residents.

11.  What other nations are listed in Psalm 83:4-8 that are confederates of Edom?  Name the 
equivalent modern nations for as many of these listed in Psalm 83, as you are able. Q11 ____

F11 Ishmaelites – Bedouin Arabians, Kuwait, Yemen
Moabites -- Jordanians
Hagarenes – Egyptians (descendants of Hagar) ?
Gebalites – Part of Edomites, near Dead Sea
Ammonites – Jordanians
Amalekites – Palestinians, Edomites
Philistines – Once lived in area of Gaza
Tyrrheni – Lebanese
Assur – Assyrians or Syrians, Northern Iraq, East 

Iran
In spite of the Arab nations despising the Palestinians, they cooperate with them in their effort to 
eliminate Israel from being a nation.  

Before Israel's war for independence in 1948, the Arabs encouraged all the women, children and others 
who would not be fighting the Israelis to leave the land which had been alloted to Israel and to go to a 
neighboring Arab country.  The Arabs were so certain of their victory, that they believed that the 
displaced Arabs would soon be able to return to their homes.  Refugee camps were set up in Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and other places where these Arabs who evacuated lived in tents.  Of course, they did 
not win the war and these refugees remained in the Arab countries that had received them.  These are the 
so-called Palestinians.  Their host countries did not help them to assimilate into their host nation, but 
allowed them to live in squalor and blamed Israel for their living conditions.  The U.S. is the biggest 
provider through the UN for these refugees.  Other nations contribute some, but very little.  Their 
numbers multiplied over the years and would overwhelm Israel should they return.  Of course, most of 
the present refugees have never lived in Israel because they were born since the time of evacuation.  The 
Arabs that live in Israel, however, have been given full rights as citizens.  Indeed many serve in the 
Knesset.


