
Obadiah Lesson 2

The Foolishness of Edom

Read Obadiah 5-9

Two important trade routes ran through Edom and contributed much to its financial prosperity. The land 
itself was mostly rocky with only a strip of land that received sufficient rain for growing crops.  The 
Incense Route ran from what is now Yemen through Saudia Arabia and through Edom, directly through 
Petra.  The King's Highway began in Egypt, stretched across the Sinai peninsula to Ezion-Geber near the
Gulf of Aquabah north along the Arabah, through Petra to Damascus and on to the Euphrates River.  
There was also an extension from Petra to Gaza on the Mediterranean Sea.  We read in the Bible of the 
King's Highway in Numbers 20:17 and 21:22.  Both of these trade routes were important for bringing 
luxury goods to markets. Spices from India, precious stones, pearls, ebony, silk from China (there was 
also a route called the Silk Route), fine textiles, and from the Horn of Africa rare woods, feathers, 
animal skins and gold.  

Ingredients for incense gave rise to the name of the Incense Route.  The many different pagan temples, 
as well as the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, required many ingredients for the incense which they used in 
worship.  Balsam, which grew in Edom, was one ingredient used for incense and also for healing. 
Genesis 37:25, "And they sat down to eat bread:  and they looked, and behold, a company of Ishmaelites
came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to 
Egypt."  Other ingredients included frankincense and myrrh from Saudia Arabia and other places. 
Because of their location just below the Dead Sea, also called the Salt Sea, Edom had a great resource 
providing this valuable commodity.  Also asphalt pooled up and formed tar pits in this area.  Asphalt was
used in Egyptian embalming.  See Genesis 14:10. 

Archeologists have in recent years discovered that copper was once mined in the area of Ezion-Geber.  
The Bible in various places mentions the "gold of Ophir" as a particularly fine quality gold.  The 
location of Ophir is often shown on biblical maps to be in Saudia Arabia.  Others claim it was located in 
Sri Lanka.  The people of Edom through succesful trading became very prosperous.  One of the major 
buildings carved in Petra is called today The Treasury.  Some have said that it was a temple, others have 
said it was a tomb.  Could it have been a real treasury where their valuable assets were kept safe much as
in a bank?

1.  What do verses 6, 7, 8, and 9 suggest that Edom had that were advantageous to them? Q1 ____
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All of these assets were additional reasons why Edom felt so proud.  They felt no need of God.  They 
felt self-sufficient so Edom placed their trust in foolish things rather than in God.

2.  Why was it foolish for Edom to trust in their wealth?  Proverbs 23:5, 1 Timothy 6:17. Q2 ____
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Because the King James Version does not seem clear in verses five and six, I am writing them here from 
the paraphrased version The Living Bible.

"Far better it would be for you if thieves had come at night to plunder you---for they would not take 
everything!  Or if your vineyards were robbed of all their fruit---for at least the gleanings would be left!  
Every nook and cranny will be searched and robbed, and every treasure found and taken." 
-- Obadiah 5, 6 TLB  

3.  What does Obadiah say will happen to the wealth of Edom? Q3 ____
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4.  Why is it not always good to trust in the friendships you have made?  Psalm 41:9, 
Jeremiah 9:4,5. Q4 ____
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5. Why did Micah advise not to trust in a friend or relative?  Micah 7:5, 6, 7. Q5 ____

F5 

 

6.  What does Obadiah say that Edom's allies and friends will do to them? Q6 ____
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7.  What is an unwholesome result of knowledge if one fails to recognize that God is the giver of all 
good gifts?  1Corinthians 8:1. Q7 ____
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8.  What is God's opinion of knowledge that comes from man?  Psalm 94:11 Q8 ____
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9.  What does Obadiah say that the Lord will do against the wise men of Edom? Q9 ____
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10.  What does Jeremiah   9:23 say that man should not glory in? Q10 ____
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11.  What does Obadiah say will happen to the mighty men of Edom (Teman)? Q11 ____
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12.  In what should a man glory instead of in his possessions, education, talents and money? 
Jeremiah 9:24. Q12 ____
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13.  Why should a person glory in God?  Jeremiah 9:24 Q13 ____
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