
Obadiah Lesson 1

The Pride of Edom
Read Obadiah 1-4
The book of Obadiah is the vision that God gave to His prophet, Obadiah.  Obadiah was a common 
name in biblical times.  The other mentions of Obadiah in the Bible seem to be referencing other 
people.
1.  To whom was the message from Obadiah given? Q1 ____

F1 

2.  What is another name given in verse six for the recipient of this message?  See also 
Genesis 36:8, 19. Q2 ____

F2 

3.  What explanation did the Lord give to Rebekah for the struggling of the twin sons 
within her womb?  See Genesis 25:23. Q3 ____

F3 

The first son to be born to Rebekah was named Esau  (Genesis 25:25)  He was also called Edom because 
he was red and hairy at birth.  Edom means red or ruddy.  Genesis 36: 8, 9 and Genesis 36:19.
Although Esau was the firstborn son and entitled to the privileges of the birthright and of his father's 
blessing of the firstborn son, he lost both.  He traded his birthright to his twin, Jacob for the price of a 
dish of stew.  He lost his father's blessing through the trickery of his mother, Rebekah, and his brother, 
Jacob.  Jacob then fled to Haran and his uncle Laban from fear of Esau.  Many years later the brothers 
were reconciled when Jacob returned with his wives, children, servants and herds.
However, the animosity continued between Esau's descendants and Jacob's descendants. Esau showed 
no interest in spiritual things when he despised his birthright which would have made him the spiritual 
leader (priest) of the family upon Isaac's death.  Jacob, however, valued the birthright.
Ironside said this, "Esau and the race that bears his name figures in Scripture as types of the flesh; Jacob, 
as the new man learning to overcome by disciplines.  In the last book of the Old Testament God sums 
up, as it were, the two families.  He declares, "I have loved Jacob, and hated Esau."  James Nisbet says 
that Edom is identified "in a spiritual sense with 'the world.' "
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4.  Where did Esau and his family live?  Genesis 36:6-9 and Joshua 24:4. Q4 ____

F4 

5.  What physical characteristics of the place where Esau lived are given  in verse three of
Obadiah? Q5 ____

F5 

Mount Seir or Edom was located south of the Dead Sea and east of the Arabah, a gorge that ran south of 
the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aquaba, in what is the country of Jordan today.  The city of Bozrah, the 
capital of Edom, still exists today.  Bozrah is near to the site of Petra, a city carved into the red sandstone 
walls of the rocky terrain by the Nabateans. 
6.  What act of hostility did Edom perform toward Israel as recorded in Numbers 20:18-21? Q6 ____

F6 

In 586 bc, the Babylonians took Judah captive into Babylonia and destroyed Jerusalem.
7.  What did the Edomites say at the time of Jerusalem's destruction?  Psalms 137:7. Q7 ____

F7 

8.  What does God say about those who rejoice over another's tragedies in Proverbs 17:5? Q8 ____

F8 

9.  What did the Lord tell Israel concerning Edom in Deuteronomy 23:7? Q9 ____

F9 

Obadiah along with six other prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Malachi) told Edom how 
God was displeased with them and what actions God would take against their nation.
10.  What sin of Edom did Obadiah disclose in verses three and four? Q10 ____

F10 
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11.  What does God say about pride in the following verses?  Q11 ____

F11 1 Peter 5:5,6

Proverbs 16:18

Daniel 4:37

12.  What caused Edom to have such confidence in themselves that they became haughty?  
Verses 3 an 4.  Q12 ____

F12 

13.  Although Edom had exalted themselves, what did God tell them that He would do?
Obadiah 1, 2 and 4. Q13 ____

F13 

Tom Geoghan of Friends of Israel wrote in the Mar/Apr 2015 issue of  Israel My Glory, "Pride is a cruel 
taskmaster.  It commands the heart, crowding out all virtue.  It must be identified and purged if one has 
the desire to be used of God.  The antidote to pride is humility."

Geoghan quotes Charles Haddon Spurgeon:

Humility is to think of yourself, if you can, as God thinks of you.  It is to feel that if we 
have talents, God has given them to us, and let it be seen that, like a freight in a vessel, 
they tend to sink us low.  The more we have, the lower we ought to lie.  Humility is not to 
say, "I have not this gift," but it is to say, "I have the gift, and I must use it for my 
Master's glory.  I must never seek any honor for myself, for what have I that I have not 
received?"  But Beloved, humility is to feel ourselves lost, ruined and undone."

He also quoted Spurgeon again: 

Pride is a groundless thing....Whatever thou art, thou hast nothing to make thee proud. 
The more thou hast, the more thou art in debt to God, and thou shouldst not be proud of 
that which renders thee a debtor.

In the March 2015 issue of the Berean Call, the lead article written by T.A. McMahon was titled, Self:  
Mankind's Numbers One Problem.  I have selected a few things to quote here.
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The world's focus is to highly value self.  Why?  Because there are only two options 
regarding any potential hope for humanity:  Self or God (meaning the God of the Bible). 
Self is the choice of the world:  man's will and way as opposed to God's will and way. 
Self is the only option left for everyone who rejects the God of the Bible.

All religions, from the most legalistic to the most liberal to the mystical, have self at the 
core of one's achieving a positive consequence regarding life after death.  Only biblical 
Christianity teaches that denying self and turning to Jesus alone for one's salvation is 
acceptable to God.

We know that self is the chief vehicle of sin.  What then does the Bible say about how a 
person is to deal with self?  In order to understand that, one needs to understand the 
biblical  perspective regarding self. "Self" is synonymous with sin.  All humans (Christ as 
the sinless God-man excepted ) are born with a sin nature.  No part of Scripture makes 
this more clear than Psalms 51:1-5:  "Have mercy upon me, O God, according unto the 
multitudes of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions..."

Self also involves the will --- which is autonomous --- and therein lies the problem. 
Man's will, because of his sin nature, is naturally and continually disposed toward 
himself.  That is the breeding ground of rebellion:  not Thy will but my will be done.  Self 
is not given to submission to anyone other than self.

Submission to God is paramount:  "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself , 
take up his cross daily and follow me."


