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Geography of the Land of Jesus
King Herod the Great, who ordered baby boys to be killed after Jesus' birth, died while Mary,
Joseph, and Jesus were in Egypt.  He died a horrible death with a disease that afflicted him in
many ways.  He named his son Archelaus to succeed him as King, and he ruled over Judea.  His
son Antipas was named as tetrarch over Galilee and Perea, and was known in the Bible as Herod
the Tetrarch.  He is the Herod that was in control all of Jesus' life.  Herod's brother Philip became
ruler of Trachonitis and other countries nearby.

Galilee (orange) -- where Jesus lived, the location of Nazareth and the Sea of Galilee.

Josephus describes it:  "their soil is universally rich and fruitful, and full of the plantations of
trees of all sorts, insomuch that it invites the most slothful to take pains in its cultivation by its
fruitfulness; accordingly, it is all cultivated by its inhabitants, and not part of it lies idle,
Moreover, the cities lie here very thick; and the very many villages there are here, are
everywhere so full of people, by the richness of the soil, that the very least of them contain above
fifteen thousand inhabitants."     Josephus, page 641

The Sea of Galilee is in a depression so that the shores of it are 500' below sea level.  The city of
Tiberias on the shore, where we stayed on our trip, lies below sea level.  It is the only city from
Jesus' time on the shore of Galilee that still exists today.

Perea (orange) -- on the eastern side of the Jordan River and south of Galilee.

Josephus describes it:  "greater part of it is desert, and rough...  yet hath it a moist soil (in other
parts) and produces all kinds of fruits... the olive tree, the vine and the palm tree are chiefly
cultivated there."  It extends from Macherus to Pella and from Philadelphia to Jordan.  Jesus
referred to Perea as "beyond the Jordan."

Judea (pink) -- below Samaria and west of the Jordan River.

Jerusalem is located in the center of Judea, and Josephus reports that Jerusalem was known as
the "Navel of the country."  It extends from the Jordan River and the Dead Sea to the
Mediterranean Sea except for a strip which is known today as the Gaza strip.  This was the area
of the Philistines in the Old Testament.  The Palestinians, descendants of the Philistines, still
control it today.

Samaria (purple) -- located between Galilee and Judea.

Samaria was made up of hills and valleys and moist enough for agriculture.  An excellent grass
grew here which caused their cows to produce more milk than elsewhere.  Samaritans were half-
Jews and were despised by the Jews.  To go from Galilee to Jerusalem, Jesus would have to pass
through Samaria unless he crossed the Jordan.

Phoenicia (gold) -- located along the Mediterranean Sea, west of Galilee

Phoenicia, an ancient land, was at the time of Jesus a part of Syria.  It was a maritime country,
and involved in trading.  The people were skilled in many trades.  The cedars of Lebanon were
used in constructing Solomon's temple, and in shipbuilding. Tyre and Sidon were the main cities.

Decapolis (green) -- a confederation of ten Greek cities

They were located mostly west of the Jordan, except for two cities on the east.


