
John the Baptist

Even though we read of John in the New Testament, he was really the last of the Old Testament
prophets.  John the Baptist has been compared to Moses in this way.  Moses led the Israelites out
of Egypt to the Promised Land, but Moses himself did not enter the Promised Land.  He only
viewed it from the top of Mt. Nebo.

John heralded the coming of Christ and preached repentance, saying that the kingdom of heaven
is at hand, but he did not enter it.  John called himself a "friend of the bridegroom."  He was not
part of the bride.  Earlier we read of the disciples being called the friends of the bridegroom.
The disciples, however, became part of the bride of Christ because they lived to receive the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost.  John was executed by Herod before Pentecost.

Hebrews, chapter 11, is the faith chapter and lists a number of  Old Testament great men of faith,
beginning with Abel and continuing with Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
Rahab, Gideon, Samson, David and Samuel and others.  But the chapter ended with these words
in verse 39. " And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the
promise," and  in verse 40 "God having provided something better for us, that they should not be
made perfect apart from us."

John studied the prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah, particularly in the book of
Isaiah from which he quoted, yet he did not understand, as did not most other Jews of his day,
and even of this day, that there would be two different comings of Christ to earth.  They
concentrated upon prophecies that spoke of the glory and pomp of the Messiah and how He
would bring national and political deliverance to Israel.

John spoke of the Messiah as the coming judge.  In Matthew 3, he talks of the "wrath to come."
He spoke of the "ax being laid to the root of the trees."  He spoke of His "winnowing fan" that
will be used to thoroughly clean "His threshing floor and how He will gather His wheat into the
barn and burn the chaff with an unquenchable fire."

In John, chapter 7, Jesus is teaching in the temple at Jerusalem and He says in verse 37 and 38,
"If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has
said, out of His heart will flow rivers of living water."  Verse 39 explains, "But this He spoke
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not
yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified."

In a few chapters, we will read of John's death.  This occurred before the Holy Spirit was sent to
indwell believers.  Although the Holy Spirit was with John, He was not in him. ( I Corinthians
3:16 "Do you no know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?"
Romans 8: 11 "But if the spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead swells in you, He who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you.")  It is these believers with indwelling Christ that became part of the kingdom of
heaven while still on earth.

In John 18: 36, "Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world.  If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now my
kingdom is not from here."

In Luke 17: 20 -- "Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God should
come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor



will they say, 'See here!" or "See there!" For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you (in your
midst)."

Now after Pentecost, Paul says in Colossians 1: 13, "He has delivered us from the power of
darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love."

The ministry of John the Baptist marked the end of one age and the approach of  a new one.  In
Luke 16: 16  " The law and the prophets were until John.  Since that time the kingdom of God
has been preached and everyone is pressing into it."  Matthew 11: 13 -- "For all the prophets and
law prophesied until John."  

When John the Baptist's ministry was forcibly ended by his imprisonment that was the signal for
Jesus to embark upon His ministry in Galilee.  John 1: 14 "Now after John was put in prison,
Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God."


