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Bible Study Lecture 3
The Thirty Silent Years

Chapter two of Matthew ends with Mary and Joseph leaving Egypt with Jesus and returning to
Nazareth.  King Herod had died and Herod's son Archelaus was reigning over Judea while his
son Antipas was serving as tetrarch in Galilee.  Chapter three begins thirty years later.  The fact
that Matthew does not describe these thirty years is evidence that Matthew did not intend to
write a biography of Jesus' life, but rather to present Him as Messiah.

What happened during all those years in between?  First, we know that Jesus was born into a
godly family with both Mary and Joseph believing and trusting in God.

In Luke 2:40 we read "And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and
the grace of God was upon Him."  So, just like any other child, Jesus grew physically and
intellectually.  Mary would have been Jesus' primary caregiver and teacher during his earliest
years.  Jesus would have observed her preparing for the Sabbath meal each week and for the
various feasts throughout the year, and observing the laws concerning which foods to eat and
which not to eat.  Jesus would have noticed the mezuzah attached to the door post, as the name
of the Most High was touched reverently by each who came or went, and then the fingers were
kissed afterwards.  The Scripture written on the parchment inside was Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and
Deuteronomy 11:13-21.

"Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one!  You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.  And
these words which I command you today shall be in your heart..  You shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.
You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes.  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates."  (Dt. 6:4-9)

"And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My commandments which I command
you today, to love the Lord your God and serve Him with all your heart and with
all your soul, then I will give you the rain for your land in its season, the early
rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and
your oil.  And I will send grass in your fields for your livestock, that you may eat
and be filled.  Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived and you turn
aside and serve other gods and worship them."  (Dt. 11: 13-16)

"Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul,
and bind then as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes.  You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in
your house..."  (Dt 11:18-19a)

Mary must have taught the history of Jewish people and of their tribe and clan to Jesus.  Yet it
was the father's duty to teach the children knowledge from the Torah.  This was of paramount
importance in a Jewish home.  The children had to memorize Scripture.  At an early age the
children, and no doubt Jesus, as well, had to learn their birthday text: some verse of Scripture
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beginning or ending with, or at least containing, the same letters as his Hebrew name.  They
would have learned hymns from the Psalms.

Regular instruction at schools began by the age of five or six. They would be taught the alphabet
and writing and onwards.  Teaching was often done in the open air.  The children were gathered
in the Synagogues or in schoolhouses, where they either stood or sat on the ground in a
semicircle facing the teacher.  There was not a distinction made between teacher and pupil.  Up
to ten years of age, the Bible was the exclusive textbook.  The study of the Bible began with the
Book of Leviticus, then other parts of the Pentateuch, then to the Prophets.

We know from Matthew 13:55 that Joseph was a carpenter.  In Mark 6:3, we read that the people
in Nazareth were asking, "Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses,
Judas, and Simon?  And are not his sisters here with us?"  We learn then that Jesus, too, had
become a carpenter.  We also learn that he had four brothers and at least two sisters.

It seems that Joseph probably died before Jesus reached manhood.  Joseph was with Mary and
Jesus at the time that they visited the temple when Jesus was twelve years old, but we do not
read of Joseph again.  He was not mentioned as being present at the wedding in Cana when Jesus
performed his first miracle, although Mary was there.  If Joseph had died, then it is likely that
Jesus then became the breadwinner for the family by taking over Joseph's carpentry business.
That means that even though Jesus never married, he knew what it meant to bear responsibility
for a family.  He learned to deal with business problems, complaining customers, pressing
deadlines, managing money.

Jesus needed to experience all these things so that He could perfectly identify with the practical
problems faced by ordinary men.  He showed to the world around Him the way that a human
man who was also God's Son met these problems.  By doing this, He could enable us to meet our
situations.  These were years of preparation for Jesus.  For example, in Matthew 25:21, Jesus
tells the parable of the talents, and the lord commends his servant with these words: "You were
faithful over a few things.  I shall make you ruler over many things."  Likewise, Jesus was
faithful in the little, ordinary things, showing that He would also be faithful in the purpose for
which God had sent Him.

John the Baptist, Christ's Herald

Now, when Jesus was 30 years old, John began preaching in the wilderness for the people to
repent.  John was serving as a herald who would precede a king and announce his coming.  The
Jews were quite aware that there had been no voice from the prophets for some time.  They said,
"There was no voice, nor any that answered."  Now this obscure voice came suddenly out of the
barren land and in a bold, strong voice declared, "Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths
straight."

Before a king traveled, workmen went before him and repaired the roads.  At that time the roads
were bad, very bad.  Few had hard surfaces, so work had to be done to smooth the road for a
king's travel.  Josephus tells us that Solomon laid a causeway of black basalt stone along the
roads that lead to Jerusalem to make them easier for the pilgrims and "to manifest the grandeur
of government."  All such surfaced and artificially made roads were originally built for the king
and for the use of the king.  They were called the king's highway.
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John's message was that the people needed to repent.  They needed to prepare themselves for the
arrival of the Messiah.  "Repent" in the original Greek is metanoia which means to "change your
mind."  The Jews who came to John to be baptized had to first acknowledge their sin and to feel
the need  for repentance.  The Jews were familiar with baptism, but only for non-Jews who came
into Judaism from pagan religions.  The Jews had had no concept of  their own need for
repentance.  They had confidence in the fact that they had been circumcised and that they were
the children of Abraham.  It was a miraculous working of God , using John the Baptist, to cause
them to have a change of  heart and become convicted of the sin in their lives. 

John told the people, "I baptize with water for repentance.  But....He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire."  First, John prepared the way for the Lord Jesus Christ by causing
men to recognize and confess their sins and to be delivered from them.  Then, John pointed men
to Jesus, "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."  John said that he himself
could not enable men to receive the Holy Spirit or to be baptized by the Holy Spirit; only Christ
could do this.

John announced that the "kingdom of heaven is at hand."  Messiah the King, has come to earth to
set up His spiritual kingdom.  To those who receive Christ, He becomes their Lord and they are
His people.  The Jews, however, refused His rulership.

John promised that through Christ believers would be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  In the Old
Testament The Holy Spirit came upon special men (like prophets) for a special work.  It was not
permanent.  In Joel 2:28, God declared that the time was coming when He would pour out His
Spirit upon "all flesh" which included women.  We have already talked about how women led a
suppressed life in Old Testament times.  In addition, The Holy Spirit would live within human
beings.  Ezekiel 36:26-27 says: "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you."

The promise of the Holy Spirit is the promise of new life.  The Hebrew word ruach means wind.
In John 3:6-8 Jesus, compared the Holy Spirit to wind.  Just as we can not tell where the wind
comes from or where it goes, we cannot explain how the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within the
hearts of believers.  The Holy Spirit communes with our spirit and we know that we are saved.
It is impossible to explain this to someone who is unsaved and has not experienced this.

The Baptism of Jesus

Although Jesus was a cousin to John the Baptist because Mary was a cousin to John's mother,
Elizabeth, it is possible that John had not seen Jesus or that he had not seen Jesus for a long time.
John had been living in the wilderness for some length of time.  In John 1:33, John said that "I
did not know Him."  He could have meant that he did not recognize that Jesus was the Messiah.

When Jesus came to John as he was preaching and baptizing, John knew immediately that He
was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  He also knew that he was vastly
inferior to Jesus, and so felt unworthy to baptize Him.  Always John had said that "He must
become greater; I must become less."  John considered himself "just a voice in the desert."

Nevertheless, John obeyed Jesus and baptized Him when Jesus said that it was "fitting to fulfill
all righteousness."


