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Jerusalem - Matthew 2:1-8

The opening scene in Matthew, chapter two is Jerusalem.  The wise men from the East have just
arrived, seeking to inquire about the birthplace of a new king.  Verse three tells us that when
Herod heard of their inquiry, he was troubled or disturbed.  Knowing what we have learned
about Herod, "troubled" or "disturbed" are probably very mild words to describe Herod's state of
mind.  We know that he was paranoid about keeping his position as king and that he had killed
others whom he had deemed to be a threat to his position.  He was most likely furiously angry
and very worried over this turn of events.  Verse three also tells us that "all Jerusalem" was
troubled with him.  All Jerusalem, most likely, was influenced by Herod and was disturbed
because he was.

Magi

Different commentators have different explanations as to just who the Magi were and where they
had come from.  Some imply that they were practitioners of magical arts, astrologers.  Others say
that most likely they were priest-sages, astronomers with deep knowledge of the stars and
constellations, plus knowledge of  natural sciences, medicine and philosophy.

The Star

A lot of attempts have been made to explain the appearance of the star.  In 11 BC Haley's Comet
made an appearance.  In 7 BC, there was a conjunction of the planets Saturn and Jupiter. In the
years 5 to 2 BC there was an unusual astronomical phenomenon.  In those years on the first day
of the Egyptian month,  Mesori,  Sirius, the dog star rose at sunrise and shone with extraordinary
brilliance.  Mesori means the birth of a prince.  Thus, if the Magi knew that Mesori meant the
birth of a prince, this unusually brilliant star could have caused them to search for the prince.
First of all, none of these were at the exact time period, just near the time.

It must have been a special phenomenon, a special light provided by God to show the way to this
miraculous birth.

In Genesis 1:14 God promised that the stars should "be for signs."  In Luke 21: 25 we read that:
"And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on earth distress of nations
with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring."  This will be a sign of the soon return of Christ.

Perhaps, at the beginning of time, before the Bible was written, information was given to men
about interpreting these signs.  And now that information has been lost.  Today, we have the
written word of God and these signs are no longer needed.

At Jerusalem the attitude of the Magi was responsiveness and obedience to the light that they
had received.

Chief Priests and Scribes

The chief priests had considerable executive power, as well as  being ministers of religion.  After
the Jews returned to their land after being in captivity in Babylon, the main thrust of the ruling
power had been placed into their hands, not only in religious matters, but also in civil matters.
God had given to the priests the responsibility of guarding His truth and of leading His people,
but their hearts were far from Him.  They were religious outwardly, but very secular inwardly.
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The scribes were the experts in the Old Testament and in the application of the Lae.  They were
the theological scholars of their day and were held in high esteem.

At Jerusalem the attitude of the chief priests and scribes was that of indifference.  They knew the
prophecies, but they showed their disbelief by not doing anything about them.  They did not try
to go to Bethlehem with the Magi to seek the promised Messiah.

Herod the Great

We discussed Herod somewhat in our background studies.  We know that he was half Jewish and
half  Idumaen.  He received his position by bribing the Romans.  He was a man of great intellect
and a strong will. He was cruel, crafty, gloomy and insanely jealous.  He was so hated that when
he knew he was dying and anticipating that the people would rejoice ( a festival time was
approaching as his death approached) rather than mourn at his death, he ordered that the noblest
and finest men of Israel be shut up in Jericho.  At the time of his death, they were all to be killed
so that there would be mourning  at his death, even if not for him.

Herod's attitude was open rebellion against the lordship of God.

Bethlehem

Bethlehem means "house of bread".  It was known in earlier times as Ephrath or Ephratata.  In
the minds of the people of Israel, Bethlehem was known as the city of David.  The little town is
set in the hollow of a saddle in the middle of a high gray limestone ridge over 2,50 feet high.

When the wise men reached Bethlehem "they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy" (Matthew 2:
10.  The Magi bent low until their forehead touched the ground in total submission.  

Gold was the gift suited for a king.  When the Queen of Sheba visited King Solomon she brought
with her a lot of gold to present to him.

Frankincense was used in the worship of God.  (Leviticus 2:1)

Myrrh was a sweet-smelling substance used at death to preserve a body.

Egypt

The flight into Egypt involved a journey at about 225 miles.  We do not know how old Jesus was
when he was taken into Egypt  Over the years many Jews had fled to Egypt for various reasons,
so that at the time that Jesus was taken there Jews lived in every city of Egypt.  There were more
than a millions Jews just in the city of Alexandria.  Perhaps, Mary and Joseph even had relatives
living there with whom they could have lived.

Hosea 11: 1 - "out of Egypt I called my Son".  This does not appear to be a prophecy at all.  It
seems to be talking about Israel's past when the nation of Israel lived and worked as slaves in
Egypt.  Jesus as Messiah was deeply identified with Israel so that in this passage, the early
experience of Israel is repeated in the life of Jesus.

Nazareth

At the death of Herod, God directed Mary and Joseph to take Jesus and return to their home in
Nazareth. Jesus was often referred to as the Nazarene.  When used by his enemies, it was said in
derision because Nazareth was a place to be scorned..  Nazareth was occupied by many Roman
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soldiers.  Those outside of Nazareth considered that the Jews living there were friendly to the
Romans or traitorous to the Jews.

The meaning of  "So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: ' He will be called a
Nazarene.' " is a mystery because this is not in the Old Testament scriptures.  Some have decided
that perhaps it is a play on words because of the similarity between the Greek word Nazoraios
(translated Nazarene) and the Hebrew word Nezer meaning "a branch."  Several prophets (Isaiah
11:1 and Jeremiah 23:5) prophesied that Messiah would come forth as a branch or a late shoot
from the stump of the tree of David which had been cut down to its very roots.


