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Genealogies were very important to the Jewish people.

A Jew needed to be able to prove that his lineage was 100% Jewish, in order to be considered
a Jew.  Not even a bit of foreign blood was allowed.  A priest  had to have an unbroken line all
the way back to Aaron, and his wife would have to have her record back for five generations.

Therefore, it was extremely important for Matthew to give the genealogy of the One whom
he is trying to show to them to be the Messiah.  The Messiah needed to have a direct line back to
King David.

Until the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus in 70 AD, all the genealogical records
were kept there and were accessible to anyone who was interested.  When the temple was
destroyed, all of these records were also destroyed. Today, the genealogies in Matthew and Luke
are the only records that can be traced back to David.  No other man can ever prove that he
meets all of the qualifications to be Messiah  — of the tribe of Judah and a descendent of David.
God protected Jesus' genealogy for this very purpose, which shows God's faithfulness to fulfill
His promise.  

Several times the lineage was near the point of extinction, but God preserved it.  Ahab's wife
had the king's sons killed.  Only Joash was saved by his nursemaid.

The main purpose of all the Old Testament genealogies was to form authentic records of the
fulfillment of God's promises through a particular line and through a particular people.  These
genealogies were highly regarded and carefully protected.  The genealogies ended with the birth
of Christ.  After that, they served no special purpose, and so the priests, scribes or the apostles of
the New Testament do not have genealogies.

Once Christ was born, the only family line that God is interested in is that which comes from
Christ.  Every person who puts his faith in Jesus Christ and thus becomes a "child of God" is a
part of that new family, the church.

Three parts of Matthew's genealogy.

Matthew's genealogy omits some names.  In First Chronicles, you will find several names
between Joram and Zerubbabel that Matthew does not include.  Evidently, the genealogies were
for the purpose of giving the general line of descent, but not necessarily every name.

Matthew organized his list in three groups of fourteen names each.  Each grouping was
associated with a particular part of Israel's history.  The first period covered about 1,000 years
from Abraham to David.  The second part covered 400 years from David to the captivity.  The
third part covered a period of 600 years from their return to the land until the birth of Jesus.

Women in the genealogy.

This is very unusual, because women were not normally listed in genealogies.  Women had
no legal status and were regarded merely as the possession of her father or her husband.  In his
morning prayer, a man would thank God that God had not made him a Gentile, a slave or a
woman.

Another unusual fact is that, of the five women mentioned, three came from non-Jewish
backgrounds --- Rahab, Tamar and Ruth.  Three of these five had flagrant sin in their lives ---
Rahab, Tamar and Bathsheba.
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In view of these facts, why were these names included?

Tamar was a heathen girl who had married Judah's oldest son, Er, who left her a widow
when he died.  According to the law of inheritance, it was the duty of the brother to continue his
brother's  line by marrying his widow.  When the Lord killed Onan, the second son of Judah, for
failing in this obligation, Judah became superstitious and blamed the deaths of his sons on
Tamar.  He then withheld his third son, Shelah, from marrying her.

Tamar did not seek a husband from her own pagan people, but desperately desired to have a
part with the people of God.  But she used a deceitful strategy to trick Judah into fathering her
twin sons and played the harlot.

Rahab also belonged to a heathen race and was called a harlot.  Rahab had heard how God
had dried up the Red Sea for the Israelites to pass through, and was convinced that God had
given the land to them.  She was sure that God would destroy her also, unless she helped the
Israelites and sought the favor of their God.  She believed in the God of the Israelites.

Ruth was a Moabitess.  Her story is a lovely one of love for her husband and  for her mother-
in-law. Deuteronomy 23:3 states "An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the
Lord; even to the tenth generation, none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the Lord
forever."   Yet this Moabite woman is an ancestor of the Messiah.

Bathsheba was an adulteress with King David, no less.  It was King David's sin.  He saw
her, he wanted her, and he took her.  Their first son did not live, but the second son, Solomon,
born after David's repentance and God's forgiveness, became king of Israel with great wisdom,
and became an ancestor to the Messiah.

J. Vernon McGee, wonderful pastor that he was, explains their inclusion in the genealogy
this way:  

"Tamar was in the genealogy because she was a sinner."  Rahab was included because of her
faith. "Notice the progression here.  Come as a sinner and then reach out the hand of faith."

Boaz loved Ruth and extended grace to her.  Ruth asked, "Why have I found grace in your eyes?'

"The progression continues  We come as sinners and hold out the hand of faith, and He by His
marvelous grace saves us." 

Bathsheba got into the genealogy of Christ because God does not throw overboard one of His that
sins.  A sheep can get out of the fold and become a lost sheep but we have a shepherd who goes
after lost sheep and He will always bring them back into the fold.  So this is the whole story of
salvation, right here in this genealogy."

Mary is in an entirely different category.  The other women were listed with the names of
their husbands.  In Mary's case, it simply says, "of whom was born Jesus," because Jesus was
born of Mary alone and not of Joseph.

Contrary to what some may claim, the Bible definitely teaches that Jesus was born of a
virgin.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
Marriage Customs of That Time
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We need to understand something about betrothal and marriage according to the Jewish
custom of the time. First of all, there were three stages:  the engagement, the betrothal and then
the marriage.

The engagement often occurred when the couple were still children and was arranged by the
parents or by professional matchmakers.  The couple may not have even met each other at the
time the engagement was made.

The betrothal was a ratification of the engagement.  The engagement was not binding.
During the engagement period, but before the betrothal, a girl could back out of the marriage if
she wished.  Once the betrothal period began, it was binding.  To break the betrothal, a divorce
would be necessary.  The betrothal period was for one year.  So during the betrothal, Mary was
already known as Joseph's wife.

The final period was the marriage proper.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

In Luke we read that the angel reported to Mary that she was to name the child Jesus. Jesus is
the Greek form of the name Joshua which means Jehovah is salvation.   Verse 18 also tells us
that Mary "was found with child of the Holy Spirit."

In Jewish thought, the Holy Spirit has definite functions.  He was the person who brought
God's truth to men.  It was the Holy Spirit who taught the prophets what they should say.  So
then, Jesus is the one person who brings God's truth to men.

The Jews also believed that the Holy Spirit enabled men to recognize God's truth.  So then
Jesus opens men's eyes to truth.

The Jews especially associated the Holy Spirit with the work of creation. Genesis 1:2 "And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of  the waters."  Job 33: "The Spirit of God has
made me,"  So then Jesus came into the world with God's creative and life-giving power.

In addition to creation, the Jews associated the Holy Spirit with the work of re-creation.
Ezekiel tells of how the dry bones came alive again and then he hears God say "I will cause
breath to enter you and you will live."  So then Jesus came into this world to bring life anew to
those dead in their sins.


