
 
Judges Lesson One 

Read Judges chapter one. 

Reading the book of Judges, after having studied the book of Joshua, leaves one a bit confused 
because verse one begins by saying, “after the death of Joshua,” and then beginning at verse nine 
reiterates what we have studied in Joshua before that book tells us of Joshua’s death in chapter 
24.  Then in chapter two and verses seven through verse ten, we read of Joshua’s death in almost 
the same words that we read in Joshua 24:29-31. 

I have perplexed over this for some weeks and most of the commentaries I have been studying 
have given me no real help on this puzzle.  Following is a list of the books that I have used in our 
study of Joshua:   

Joshua - Victorious By Faith, by Theodore H. Epp,  
Joshua, An Expositional Commentary by James Montgomery Boice,  
Joshua, An Ironside Expositional Commentary by H. A. Ironside,  
Israel, From Conquest to Exile, A Commentary on Joshua-2 Kings by John J. Davis & John C. 
 Whitcomb,  
Bible History, Old Testament by Alfred Edersheim, 
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, and  
Mathew Henry Commentary. 

Finally, I pulled out an old textbook that my son, Bruce, used at King’s College, An Historical 
Survey of the Old Testament by Eugene Merrill.  I found the following explanation, which I hope 
will be helpful to you. 

Problems After Joshua (Judges 1:1-36).  Admittedly, there is an historical 
problem at the beginning of the Book of Judges, for we find there accounts of the 
conquest which duplicate those given in Joshua and others which definitely 
follow that period.  Yet, if we recognize that the first two chapters of Judges are 
not in chronological order most of the difficulties disappear.  A possible 
reconstruction is as follows:  Judges 1:1-8 discusses the events of Judah’s 
conquest after the death of Joshua.  Then, in verse 8 we learn that Jerusalem had 
been smitten, presumably before the death of Joshua.  This means that verses 9 
through 2:7 followed the destruction of Jerusalem under Judah but preceded the 
death of Joshua.  The death is described in 2:8-9,  as it had been in Joshua 24:29-
30, and the passing of the elders contemporary with Joshua is also mentioned as it 
had been before.  Then, after all this, we learn of the succeeding generations of 
Israel’s history in capsule form.  2:11-23 presents in almost a cyclic manner a 
preview of the period under the Judges, that entire era from Joshua to Saul.  The 
people went after other gods, they were chastened by God through the 
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instrumentality of foreign invaders, they repented, God raised up a deliverer (the 
judge), they enjoyed prosperity and freedom , they again went after other gods.  
Thus the period went on in almost monotonous regularity and as a whole can be 
written off as an era of failure for God’s people. 

1.  After the death of Joshua, the tribe of Judah with their brother tribe, Simeon, were the first to 
go to fight the Canaanites and take possession of their joint territory.  How many men were 
killed in their first battle and at what specific place? 

 

 

2.  What did they do to the leader of this group of Canaanites and Perizzites?  How did this show 
that justice was served? 

 

 

3.  Joshua 15:14 says that, “Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak from there (Hebron).”  What 
additional information does Judges give concerning this? 

 

 

4.  Why did Achsah ask her father, Caleb, for springs of water in addition to the land given her in 
the South (Negev or Negeb)? 

 

 

5. What was the name of Moses’ father-in-law?  From what land was he?  Exodus 2:16-21, 
Exodus 4:18, Exodus 18:1, 2. 

 

 

6.  What was the name of the city called the “City of Palms” in verse 16?  See 2 Chronicles 
28:15. 
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7.  Near what city in the South (Negeb/Negev) did the “children of Judah” and Moses’ father-in-
law go to live after leaving the City of Palms? 

 

 

8.  What city in that area did Judah and Simeon utterly destroy, and then rename? 

 

 

9.  Which three of the five Philistine cities did Judah take possession? 

 

 

10.  Where did the man who showed the spies the entrance to Bethel go to live, and why did he 
name it Luz? 

 

 

11.  List the tribes mentioned in chapter one of Judges who did not drive out the Canaanites from 
their territories and the corresponding areas where the Canaanites remained. 

Tribe Areas where Canaanites remained 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Read Judges chapter two. 

12.  What message did the Angel of the Lord deliver to Israel at Bochim? 

 

 



Page 4� Judges 1/30/09 

 

13.  After hearing from the Angel of the Lord, what did the Israelites do in response? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

14.  Describe the generation that followed Joshua and the elders of Joshua’s time.  

 

 

15.  How did the Lord deal with this new generation? 

 

 

16.  When were judges first appointed to rule and judge over the people of Israel?  Who was the 
originator of this idea?  See Exodus 18:13-27. 

 

 

17.  How did the Lord help Israel when they cried to Him because of enemies who oppressed and 
harassed them? 

 

 

18.  After being rescued by the Lord from their oppressors, Israel would eventually revert back to 
corrupt behavior.  When did this reversal happen? 

 

 

19.  Why did the Lord say that He would no longer drive out any of the nations that were left in 
the land after the death of Joshua? 

 

 

 

 


