
Hebrews Lesson Eighteen

Christ is the Bedrock of our Faith
Read Hebrews 11:1-3

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
The word “substance” is the translation of the Greek word hypostasis.  David Levy says that it refers “to 
something supporting a foundation.  In this context, Christ is the solid ground on which one builds the 
foundation for his or her faith.”
The word “evidence” is the translation of the Greek word eleghos.  David Levy says it means “to have 
proof of something through testing it to be true. … It can also mean that a believer is inwardly 
convinced of a thing's reality (i.e. something already finished), which gives him an inner conviction of 
its certainty although it is a thing 'not seen' (i.e., not visible to the physical eye).”
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary says this:  “Faith is the ultimate assurance and the ultimate evidence 
that things not seen are realities (pragnada).”
Jesus, in speaking to His disciples, said He would show them who was like a man that came to Jesus 
and obeyed the things that Jesus spoke.  Luke 6:47-48. 
1.  To whom was that obedient man likened? Q1 ____

Donald Grey Barnhouse, in the first volume of  his commentary on Romans, wrote this:

"God had a purpose for us, and that purpose is obedience of faith.  We are created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them (Eph. 2:10).

There is a great difference between what the Bible calls faith and what it calls faith.  You 
may say that the words are the same.  True.  But there is a great deal of difference in a 
mental attitude and a spiritual attitude.  Both may b e called belief, but there is a wide 
difference between them.  For example, I believe in Julius Caesar, and I believe in Jesus 
Christ. But oh! The difference between those two beliefs.  What does my belief in Jesus 
Christ do for me?  Everything.  The difference is that the one is a mere faith of the mind, 
and the other is faith  of the heart, and faith of the heart is obedient faith. The faith that 
counts is the faith of obedience. It is unto this obedience of faith that we are called.  We 
choose to desire what God has chosen for us to do.  This is the purpose of the Christian 
faith."
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2.  What is the foundation upon which we should build our life?  1 Corinthians 3:11 Q2 ____

In chapter 10 of 1 Corinthians, Paul is reminding his readers how the Israelite fathers followed Moses 
and ate the same spiritual meat and drank the same spiritual drink.
3.  What was the source of their spiritual drink?  1 Corinthians 10:4. Q3 ____

4.  To what is the LORD continually compared in Scriptures?
Deuteronomy 32:3, 4, 15, 18 Psalm 71:3; 78:35  Psalm 89:26
2 Samuel 22:2, 32, 47  2 Samuel 23:3 Psalm 92:15, 94:22, 95:1
Psalm 18:2, 31  Psalm 28:1  Psalm 31:2, 3 Isaiah 17:10
Psalm 42:9, 61:2, 62:2, 7; Romans 9:33 Q4 ____

5. What might be some of the "things hoped for" as mentioned in verse one? Q5 ____

a.  Philippians 4:7

b.  Romans 5:5

c.  Colossians 2:13

d.  John 17:22

“For by it the elders obtained a good report.”  Hebrews 11:2
David Levy interprets verse two in this way:

“The life these forefathers of faith lived was observed by others, testifying that their faith was 
genuine.” 

Harry Ironside has written:  “It has always been true that faith in God's word, whatever that Word may 
have been, has alone justified man before Him, and through that Word men have been saved in all ages, 
thus entering into His spiritual kingdom and recognizing His authority in a world at variance with that 
divine rule. … It was this positive realization that every word of God is true which quickened into 
newness of life believers in ancient times, and enabled them to bear testimony to things that the natural 
man could never apprehend by such evidence as appeals to his mind.”
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6.  What must a person believe before he can come to God?  Verse 6. Q6 ____

7.  James tells us in chapter 2, verse 19 of his book, that it is good that we believe that there
is only one God, but who else believes this and trembles in fear of Him? Q7 ____

8. What does Ephesians 2:8 tell us is a requirement for our salvation? Q8 ____

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so  
that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”   Hebrews 11:3

9.  What is the first example given in Hebrews 11, that we Christians believe to be true, 
although we did not see it happen? Q9 ____

Harry Ironside says this:  “men have speculated all through the centuries as to the origin of the universe 
and have questioned whether matter is eternal, or whether it was directly created by God.  But apart 
from revelation, no man can speak with certainty in regard to these things.  Faith alone gives 
apprehension of the truth.  By faith we understand that the worlds were made by the 
Word of God, so that all things which we now see were brought into existence at His command out of 
nothing.
Reverent, God-fearing men of science have always recognized the necessity of this divine revelation as 
to the origin of matter, and have had no difficulty with the sublime narrative of Genesis 1.  It is only 
unbelief and willful rejection of the testimony of God that makes men stumble at and pervert so 
wondrous an unfolding of the beginnings of the created heavens and earth.  Faith bows in subjection to 
the witness God has given and glorifies Him for such a marvelous unfolding of the divine wisdom. 
The late F.W. Grant has aptly pointed out the incongruity of the position of a scientist like 
Charles Darwin, whose great book, “The Origin of Species,” was hailed by many as throwing a flood of 
light upon the method of creation, and yet in that very book, Darwin never touches the question of 
origins!  In the very nature of things, he cannot do so, for no man who is not subject to the Holy Spirit 
knows anything whatever about the beginnings of the material universe, and creatures living in it.   But 
to faith all is plain.  The simplest Christian with his Bible before him would say, 'By faith we 
understand.' “
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--=*****=--
The Intellectuals Speak Out About God

A book published in 1984
Chapter 2 --- Science and the Divine Origin of Life --- by Professor Chandra Wickramasingh
Professor Wickramasinghe is the co-author with Sir Fred Hoyle of several scientific books  These two 
men have been described as “two of Britain's most eminent scientists” and recently startled the scientific 
community with the announcement that their research showed that “There must be a God.”
Selected quotes:
“Then we next looked at the conventional story of how life originated on the earth.  This had been 
around for a good many years, the general belief, that life has to originate on the surface of our planet 
from some kind of primordial soup which developed in the very early days of the earth's history.  Now, 
if you think about this proposition, there is no logic that demands this to be so.”
“In technical language, a necessary requirement for organic soups to form on earth, is that the early 
earth's atmosphere has to be reducing, that is to say it has to have a deficit of oxygen, of free oxygen 
atoms.  If we look at the earth's atmosphere right at the present moment it's certainly not reducing.  It's 
full of oxygen.  Anything that lies around essentially rusts, iron rusts.  Dead organic materials lying 
around no more than a few weeks, a few months, become essentially converted to carbon dioxide; it's 
very rapidly oxidized.
…  The earth could not have produced an organic soup on its own.  The organic soup itself is not such a 
marvelous thing. It is a prerequisite for any biological activity to start; that's certainly true.  But it 
doesn't follow that if you have an organic soup it could  get life started.  It doesn't follow logically 
that one can start from an organic soup and end up with a living system."

--=*****=--
"Since the discovery that DNA encodes design information, we have solid scientific proof that life 
cannot start by any chemical process.  Simply put, life does not consist of chemistry alone, but of 
chemistry plus design information.  And in the new sciences of information and computation, it is clear 
that any information is easily destroyed, but creation of intentional (design) information cannot be done 
by anything but a mental process."  by James M. Clark
At the present time, some scientists are proposing that life upon earth came from other planets that held 
intelligent life that migrated to the earth.  By space ships?  Do they not realize that that does not answer 
the question of how life began?  For what caused life to be present on other planets or in other 
universes?  
Romans 1:20-23
"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  Because 
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened, Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools."


