
Hebrews Lesson Fifteen

Jesus Christ Offered a Better Sacrifice
Read Hebrews 9:23-28
Read Exodus 24:4-8
Everything in this world is tainted with sin and thus must be purified before it can approach a Holy God. 
The most frequent method for doing this was through blood.
1.  What does our passage in Hebrews say Moses sprinkled with blood? Q1 ____

According to Rabbi Richman and Alfred Edersheim there were 93 vessels used in conducting each of the 
sacrifices.
Rabbi Chaim Richman wrote in his book, The Holy Temple of Jerusalem:

It is difficult for contemporary man to understand what was known as “ritual purity” and its 
opposite, “ritual impurity,” in the time of the Temple, terms which it is impossible to translate 
precisely.  This purity, or lack of it, has no connection to physical cleanliness.  It is a spiritual 
state that can be caused by a variety of factors.  The most severe form of all is brought on by 
exposure to death. … One who is impure is forbidden contact with anything holy and cannot 
enter a sanctified area until he undergoes purification by being sprinkled with the ashes of the 
red heifer.

Alfred Edersheim in The Temple, Its Ministry and Services, wrote this:
...defilement by the dead was symbolically treated as the greatest of all.  It lasted seven days; it 
required a special kind of purification; and it extended not only to those who had touched the 
dead, but even to the house or tent where the body had lain, and all open vessels therein.  More 
than that, to enter such a house, to come into contact with the smallest bone, or with a grave; 
even to partake of a feast for the dead (Hos. 9:4), rendered [a person] ceremonially unclean for 
seven days (Num. 19:11-16, 18; 31:19).  Nay, he who was thus defiled in turn rendered 
everything unclean which he touched (Num. 19:22).
... Sin had rendered fellowship with God impossible; sin was death, and had wrought death, and 
the dead body, as well as the spiritually dead soul, were the evidence of its sway. 
... As the direct manifestation of sin, which separates man from God, defilement by the dead 
required a sin-offering, and the ashes of the red heifer...

In our last lesson, we were asked to list the qualifications for the red heifer as outlined in Numbers 19:2. 
Those qualifications included that the sacrifice be female (heifer), be completely of a red color, without 
a single hair being either white or black, and be one upon whose body a yoke had never been placed. 
According to Jewish writings even a cloth placed upon its back would have disqualified the animal.
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Edersheim continues:
...But what distinguishes it even more from all 
others was that it was a sacrifice offered once for all 
(at least so long as its ashes lasted); that its blood 
was sprinkled not on the altar, but outside the camp 
towards the sanctuary; and that it was wholly burnt, 
along with cedarwood, as the symbol of 
imperishable existence, hyssop, as that of 
purification from corruption, and "scarlet," which 
from its colour was the emblem of life. 

hyssop

 

2.  What parts of the red heifer must be burned?  Numbers 19:5. Q2 ____

Edersheim continues:
...The gathered ashes with running water [living water] were sprinkled on the third and seventh 
days on that which was to be purified.  Assuredly, if death meant “the wages of sin,” this 
purification pointed, in all its details to “the gift of God,” which is “eternal life,” through the 
sacrifice of Him in whom is the fullness of life.
Lastly, all these sacrifices equally defiled those who took part in their offerings... Hence the 
High Priest was prohibited from offering the red heifer.

3.  What was burned with the heifer?  Numbers 19:6. Q3 ____

The Sacrifice of the Red Heifer
The following description of the process of the sacrifice comes from Alfred Edersheim.

On the Mount of Olives the elders of Israel were already in waiting.  First the priest 
immersed his whole body, then he approached the pile of cedar-, pine-, and fig-wood, which 
was heaped like a pyramid, but having an opening in the middle looking towards the west. 
Into this the red heifer was thrust, and bound, with its head toward the south and its face 
looking to the west, the priest standing east of the sacrifice, his face, of course, also turned 
west wards.  Slaying the sacrifice with his right hand, he caught up the blood in his left. 
Seven times he dipped his fingers in it, sprinkling it towards the Most Holy Place, which he 
was supposed to have in full view over the Porch of Solomon or through the eastern gate. 
Then, immediately descending, he kindled the fire.  As soon as the flames burst forth, the 
priest standing outside the pit in which the pile was built up, took cedarwood, hyssop, and 
“scarlet” wool, asking three times as he held up each:  “Is this cedarwood?  Is this hyssop? 
Is this “scarlet?” so as to call to the memory of everyone the Divine ordinance.  Then tying 
them together with the scarlet wool, he threw the bundle upon the burning heifer.  The burnt 
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remains were beaten into ashes by sticks or stone mallets and passed through coarse sieves, 
then divided into three parts --- one of which was kept in the Temple-terrace (the Chel), the 
other on the Mount of Olives, and the third distributed among the priesthood throughout the 
land.

Hebrews 9:22 says that “almost all things are by the law purged with blood.” 
4.  What were the other means of purifying things?  Numbers 31:23. Q4 ____

Verse 23 tells us that the things that had to do with the earthly tabernacle were purified “with these,” 
meaning with the blood of calves and goats.  This verse also tells us that the heavenly things also needed 
to be purified.
5.  What was the "better sacrifice" that was needed to purify heaven? Q5 ____

David Levy wrote:  
God's sanctuary in heaven is not defiled.  He is holy, as is everything that dwells in His 
presence.  So why did the heavenly Tabernacle need to be purified, since all things in heaven 
are holy?

First, Satan had access to heaven before and after the rebellion against God.  Once Satan 
sinned, he defiled his own sanctuary in heaven (Ezek. 28:18).
Second, Jesus' shed blood brought reconciliation to all things, even things in heaven 
(Col. 1:20).
Third, the works of the unsaved are recorded in books kept in heaven (Rev. 20:12).  Thus 
it is necessary for heaven to be cleansed of all things that speak of sin.

Hebrews 9:24 tells us that Christ entered into heaven “to appear in the presence of God for us.”
6.  What does Hebrews 1:3 tell us that Christ did after entering into heaven? Q6 ____

Priests who entered the Holy Place or the High Priest who entered the Holy of Holies fulfilled all their 
duties while standing or walking.  When finished they exited the sanctuary.
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7.  What does Christ's physical position in the heavenly Temple indicate in contrast to that of the 
earthly priests? Q7 ____

The High Priest entered the Holy of Holies on one day every year with the blood of calves and goats to 
atone for the sins of the people of Israel.
8.  What would it mean if Christ had to enter the Holy Place in heaven once evey year as did the 
earthly priests?  Q8 ____

9.  What must all men be prepared to face following their death? Q9 ____

David Levy has written this:
Christ's appearance for believers is mentioned three times in 9:24-28.  His first appearance was on 
earth to become a once-for-all sacrifice by bearing mankind's sin on the cross (v.26).  His second 
appearance was to minister as our Advocate in heaven (v. 24).  His third appearance will be at His 
Second Coming (v.28).
At His First Coming, He settled the sin issue once and for all by sacrificing Himself.  When He 
returns He will consummate the believer's redemption and provide all believers with their eternal 
inheritance as He inaugurates His Kingdom on Earth (v. 15).

10.  What is the reward that believers will receive who look for His appearance?
(2 Timothy 4:8) Q10 ____


