
Hebrews Lesson Fourteen

Jesus Christ is the High Priest of a Greater and More Perfect Tabernacle
Read Hebrews 9:1-10

We have seen that Christ's High Priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood and that He has 
instituted a New Covenant that is superior to the Old Covenant and based upon better promises.  Jesus 
Christ ministers from the true sanctuary in heaven and not from the copy of the real which was on earth. 
In the first verses of chapter nine, Paul describes the earthly tabernacle and its furnishings. We do notice 
some differences from the description given in Exodus 25 and 30.  
1.  Which pieces of furniture were placed in the Holy Place according to Exodus 25 and 30? Q1 ____

a.  Exodus 25:23 ______________________________________________

b.  Exodus 25:31 ______________________________________________

c.  Exodus 30:1 _______________________________________________

2.  Which piece of furniture was omitted in the description in Hebrews 9:2? Q2 ____

3.  What was the only piece of furniture in the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle?  Ex. 25:10. Q3 ____

4. Hebrews 9:3, 4 describe the place in the sanctuary “called the Holiest of all,” or the Holy
of Holies “after the second veil.”  What does Hebrews 9:4 say was in this space?  Q4 ____

The Greek word translated “censer” in verse 4 is thumiasterion whereas the Greek word translated 
“censer” in Revelation 8:3 and 5 is libanotos, two completely different words.  In Revelation 8, the word 
“censer” is something that is held in the hands of the angel.  It is obviously referring to a container 
which held, and could carry, the burning incense.  The words, “golden censer” in Hebrews 9:4 most 
likely refers to the golden altar of incense which stood in the Holy Place right in front of the veil which 
separated the two compartments of the sanctuary.
“But why did the writer [of Hebrews] not say it was in the Holy Place?” asks Harry Ironside.  “Why 
does he plainly connect it with the Holiest?  The answer is perfectly simple.  It belonged to the Holiest 
because it typified Christ's Person and intercessory work in the Holiest of all.  But during all the Old 
Testament dispensation it must stand outside the veil where it could be approached by the priests, and 
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yet so near the veil that the moment this curtain was rent in twain from the top to the bottom the fragrant 
smoke of the incense entered the Holiest.  The apostle does not say it was in the Holiest, but he does 
declare it belonged to the Holiest 'which had the golden incense altar.' So then the apparent imperfection 
is really a most beautiful evidence of the perfection of Holy Writ.”
5.  How often did the priests enter the Holy Place?  Hebrews 9:6. Q5 ____

6. How often did the High Priest enter the Holy of Holies?  Hebrews 9:7. Q6 ____

7. What does the High Priest bring with him into the Holy of Holies or "within the veil'
according to Leviticus 16:12? Q7 ____

8.  What does Leviticus 16:14 say that the High Priest will have with him while he is before
 the mercy seat? Q8 ____

9.  For whose sins is the sin offering that the High Priest sprinkles upon the mercy seat and 
before the mercy seat with his finger seven times?  Leviticus 16:11 and 14. Q9 ____

10.  For whose sins does the High Priest take the blood of the goat into the Holy of Holies
and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat?  Leviticus 16: 15, 16. Q10 ____

David Levy writes:  “The Tabernacle along with its regulations, had been given by direct revelation from 
God.  But it was designed only to be 'symbolic [literally, 'a parable'] for the present time' (Heb. 9:9).  A 
parable is an earthly story used to illustrate or teach a spiritual truth. The ordered service of the 
Tabernacle, mediated through the Levitical priesthood, was used as an object lesson in which the Holy 
Spirit (v. 8) taught the true realities of God to Israel.  There are three lessons here:
(1) Way to God. [Verse 8] “...the way into the Holy of Holies was not disclosed until the inner veil 
between the two rooms was torn at Christ's crucifixion.  After that event, everyone had access through 
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Christ into God's presence.  Opening the Holy of Holies was an indication to the Levitical priests that 
their ministry had been dissolved.
(2)Worship of God.  The Spirit taught that the Israelites could not be made perfect (brought into a right 
relationship with God) through the gifts and sacrifices they offered (v. 9).  The sacrifices were powerless 
to remove sin.  Thus worshipers experienced no peace but continually had guilty consciences (v. 9).
(3)Works of the priest's service.  The Spirit also taught that such ordinances as 'foods and drinks' and 
'various washings' were 'fleshly' (v. 10).  The word fleshly does not mean 'sinful.'  Rather, it indicates 
these sacrificial, ceremonial regulations lacked sufficient value because they removed only the external 
defilement and depended solely on the strength of the flesh.  In other words, the Tabernacle and its 
Levitical sacrificial system were temporary and utterly incapable of bringing the Israelites into a right 
standing before God.” 
Read Hebrews 9:11-22
In this section, we will read of a more perfect tabernacle in heaven, from which our High Priest, Jesus 
Christ minsters.  This tabernacle in heaven was not made by the hands of men.
11. With what did Jesus Christ enter this greater tabernacle, rather than with the blood of goats 
and calves as did the Levitical priests into the earthly tabernacle? Q11 ____

Numbers 19:2 speaks of the red heifer, to which Hebrews 9:13 refers.  
12.  What were the necessary qualifications for the red heifer?  Numbers 19:2. Q12 ____

“The heifer was burned to ashes, the ashes mixed with water, and this water of separation was sprinkled 
upon an unclean Israelite in order to make him fit for participation in the service of the earthly 
sanctuary.”  “For ashes tell of fire burned out never to burn again. And so the failing believer has daily 
recourse to the washing of water by the Word, bringing afresh to his soul the truth of that finished work 
wherein every sin was settled for when Jesus died upon the tree.”  – Harry Ironside.
When verse 13 says that the ashes of the heifer was  used for “sprinkling the unclean,” it refers to those 
who had been defiled by contact with dead bodies.  The uncleanness that was referred to “related to the 
body only, and of course the means of cleansing extended only to that.  It was not designed to give peace 
to the conscience, or to expiate moral offenses.”  – Albert Barnes.
13.  What does verse 14 tells us had more efficacy than the blood of an animal? Q13 ____
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14.  Under the Old Covenant [first testament], the death of an animal was used to atone for sins.  What 
did those who were "under the first testament" receive after the fulfillment by the mediator
of the new testament? Q14 ____

Verses 15 through 20 uses the word “testament” and “testator.”  Albert Barnes uses nearly eight pages to 
tell us that this is incorrect usage of these words.  He begins by writing, “Of the New Testament – not 
'testament,' or 'will,' needs no mediator, but of the 'new covenant,' or the 'new arrangement' or 
'disposition' of things under which he purposes to pardon and save the guilty.”  He also writes, “There is 
so much depending, however, on the meaning of the word, not only in the interpretation of this passage, 
but also of other parts of the Bible, that it may be proper to explain it here more at length.” 
In simpler language, Ironside writes this:  
“There has been much controversy as to whether 
the change from covenant to testament, in the 
sense of a will, is intended in the verses that 
follow.  But the two are so intimately connected 
that there would seem to be no reason for 
difficulty in understanding the truth presented. 
The old covenant was God's will for His people 
prior to the coming of Christ and was sealed by 
the blood of calves and goats, when Moses 
sprinkled upon the book and all the people saying, 
'This is the blood of the testament which God hath 
enjoined unto you.'  The new covenant is the will 
of our blessed Lord whereby He decrees that all 
who put their trust in Him should receive part in 
that eternal inheritance which He gladly shares 
with all believers.  By His death this testament 
came into force.  Apart from His death there could 
be no such blessing for guilty sinners.  A testament 
is in effect after men are dead.  His death upon the 
cross puts this new covenant, or testament, or will, 
into operation, and inasmuch as it is a covenant of 
pure grace, all who believe enter into the good of 
it even before the day when it is to be openly 
confirmed with Israel and Judah, as we saw in the 
previous chapter.  The blood of the covenant 
having already been shed, there is nothing to 
hinder the outflow of blessing.  The sprinkling of 
the blood under the old dispensation confirmed 
that covenant, and was a warning to the people 

that death would result for its violation; while at 
the same time it typified the shedding of the blood 
of the new covenant Victim.  Therefore we are told 
that Moses sprinkled with blood both the 
tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry 
[Hebrews 9:19, 20], and 'almost all things are by 
the law purged with blood; and without the 
shedding of blood is no remission.'  This last 
statement is absolute,  but is not restricted to the 
old covenant, as the verses that immediately 
follow make plain.  It was necessary in the plan of 
God that the patterns and figures of things in the 
heavens should be purified with the blood of 
animal sacrifices, but the realities with better 
things than those of old.  The heavenly things need 
purification because sin began in the heavens.  It 
was there that Satan fell, and thus the heavens 
became unclean.  Christ's sacrifice is the basis for 
the purification of the polluted heavens and 
guarantees the bringing in of a new heaven and 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.  Thus 
eventually, all in Heaven and all on earth will be 
reconciled to God through the blood of the cross.
This, of course, is not Universalism.  It does not 
imply the salvation of all who have lived on earth, 
and certainly not of fallen angels who defiled the 
heavens.  But it does speak of a time coming when 
sin and sinners will be banished from the earth and 
the heavens, and God be all in all.”


