
Hebrews Lesson Thirteen

Christ is the Mediator of a Better Covenant
Read Hebrews 8:1-13
In verse one, Paul sums up what he has written thus far by saying, “We have such an high priest, who is 
set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”
1.  What is Jesus doing for believers now as He sits at the right hand of the Father? Q1 ____

a.  Romans 8:34 ____________________________________________________

b.  1 John 2:1 ______________________________________________________

2.  What does Hebrews 8:2 tell us that Christ is doing now? Q2 ____

Verse three reminds us that the earthly priests were ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices.

Harry Ironside says that:

    “By gifts we understand those offerings which were the expression of the grateful, adoring hearts  of 
the people of Israel.

     The sacrifices, on the other hand, had to do directly with making expiation for sin.” 
3.  To what were earthly priests, who served according to the law, merely a shadow? Q3 ____

Moses was instructed by God to build the tabernacle, where He could dwell among His people.
4.  What did God show Moses on Mt. Sinai? Q4 ____

Read Jeremiah 31:31-37  (Hebrews 8:8-11)
Verse 6 of Hebrews 8 tells us that Christ “obtained a more excellent ministry,” “the mediator of a better 
covenant.”  A mediator is one who goes between two sides and represents each to the other.  Christ 
represents believers to the Father and the Father to believers and makes peace between the two.
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In Jeremiah 31:31, the Lord promised to make a new covenant at some point in the future. 
5.  With whom was this new covenant to be made?  Jeremiah 31:31. Q5 ____

6.  With what former covenant did the Lord compare the new covenant?  This new covenant 
would be unlike the old covenant.  Q6 ____

7.  What did the Lord promise to do in this new covenant?  Q7 ____

a._____________________________________________________________________________

b._____________________________________________________________________________

c._____________________________________________________________________________

d._____________________________________________________________________________

e._____________________________________________________________________________

f._____________________________________________________________________________

g._____________________________________________________________________________

8.  What were the conditions that must happen before Israel would cease being a nation before
the Lord?  (Jeremiah 31:35-37)  Q8 ____
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9. To whom did the Apostle Paul tell the Romans (Romans 9:4) the covenants belonged? Q9 ____

10.  What did the Apostle Paul tell the Ephesians (Ephesians 2:12) that as unbelievers was their 
relationship to the covenants? Q10 ____

11.  What did Jesus tell His disciples at the last supper concerning His blood?  
Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24, Luke 22:20 and 1 Corinthians 11:25. Q11 ____

The Church and the New Covenant
Israel as a nation will not see the fulfillment of the New Covenant until after the judgment of the 
Tribulation when “all Israel will be saved.” (Romans 11:26)  During the dispensation of grace, any Jew 
who places his or her faith in the saving power of Jesus Christ will be saved and become a part of the 
church.  Does the church have any part in the New Covenant?  There are at least five viewpoints 
concerning this question.  They are:
1.  The Church Replaces National Israel and Fulfills the New Covenant in the Present.
2.  There Are Two New Covenants:  One for Israel and One for the Church.
3.  The New Covenant Is Exclusively for Israel and Will be Fulfilled by Israel in the Future.
4.  The Church Partially Fulfills the New Covenant Now:  Israel Completely Fulfills the New Covenant 
in the Future.
5.  The Church Presently Participates in the New Covenant;  Israel Fulfills the New Covenant in the 
Future.

The first view maintains that God has no future plans for the nation of Israel.  They believe that all the 
promises made by God to Israel now belong to the Church.  This is called Replacement Theology.
The second view believes in two separate new covenants, one for Israel and one for the Church.
The third view is held by Ultra-dispensationalists.  They believe that most of the Bible is for the Jews 
exclusively and only some of the Pauline epistles is written to believers of this dispensation. 
The fourth view claims that the New Testament adds to and changes the meaning of Old Testament texts, 
particularly Old Testament prophecy, so as to include the Church in the scope and meaning of these 
texts.
The fifth view says that the believers in this present age participate in the New Covenant, although the 
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New Covenant was promised to Israel.  All believers in this dispensation of grace receive all the 
promises given in the New Covenant as listed in Jeremiah 31.  The Church does not have a share in 
other promises such as the land of Israel made in other covenants with Israel.
Read Romans chapter 11.

12.  Has God cast aside His people, Israel? Q12 ____

13.  For what purpse has God allowed the eyes of Israel to be blinded? Q13 ____

14. How does Paul describe the position of the believing Gentiles in relation to Israel in
Romans 11:17? Q14 ____

15.  When will the blindness of Israel be finished?  Romans 11:25. Q15 ____

Back to Hebrews chapter 8.
16.  What has happened to the old covenant? Q16 ____


