
Hebrews Lesson Ten

Christ Offers Superior Hope
Read Hebrews 6:9-20
Paul had just given these Hebrew believers stern warnings not to slip away from the teaching of Christ, 
but to “hold fast” to their profession of faith.  He said that they were “dull of  hearing” and they needed 
“that one teach you again.” 
1.  What word does Paul now use to show his tender affection for them?  Q1 ____

Verse nine begins with “but” which indicates that he is now going to say something that contrasts with 
that which he had just said.   Even though he had just spoken sternly to them, he is "persuaded better 
things" of them, things "that accompany salvation.”
2.  What things did Paul mention were evidences of the faith of these believers, and were things which 
God would not forget?

3.  How does James say that he will show his faith?  – James 2:18. Q2 ____

Paul writes in verses 11, 12:  “And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full  
assurance of hope until the end:  That  ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.”
David Levy - “By showing earnestness in quickly taking to heart the truth they were previously given in 
Christ, they demonstrated “full assurance” of the salvation hope they possessed.  Without being fully 
persuaded in one's salvation, an individual lacks stability in his or her walk before the Lord and will not 
progress toward maturity in Christ.  Without settled convictions, people are tossed about by various 
doctrinal teachings and will eventually fall in their commitment to him.”
Paul desires them to show diligence, so he tells them not to be slothful.
4.  How do the following verses compare these two words?  Q3 ____

"The hand of the ______________ shall bear rule;

but the ____________________ shall be under tribute." – Proverbs 12:24 KJV

"The slothful man __________________   _______ that which he took in hunting;



Hebrews Lesson 10 – Page 44

but the substance of a diligent man is ______________________." – Proverbs 12:27 KJV

Paul urges the Romans to not be ________________ in ________________ but rather to be

__________________ in __________________; serving the Lord." – Romans 12:11  KJV

Note:  Proverbs 12:24 reads as follows in the Living Bible:
"Work hard and become a leader; be lazy and never succeed." 
Paul urges these believers to imitate those who will inherit the promises because of their faith and 
patience.  He gives Abraham as an example of one whom they should follow.  (v. 13,14)
5.  What was the promise that the Lord made to Abraham in Genesis 13:16?  How old was 
Abraham when this promise was given to him again?  (See Genesis 17:1, 6.) Q4 ____

This promise was first given in Genesis 12:2 when Abraham was 75 years old.  This promise was 
fulfilled in Genesis 21:2.    Because of his faith and his patience, he finally received the promise.
David Levy – "Since God kept His promises to Abraham, He will assuredly keep the promises made in 
Jesus Christ to those who put their trust in Him."
When God made His promise to Abraham, He made an oath, saying, "By myself have I sworn." 
(Genesis 22:16)
6.  Why did God swear by Himself? Q5 ____

7. What was the custom for men to do to end a dispute in those days?  In our country, it is the 
custom to do this before testifying in court and before taking elected office. Q6 ____

8. What did God want to demonstrate to these Jewish believers (heirs of promise) by confirming
 it by an oath?  Q7 ____

God, of course, did not need to make an oath.  His word should have been sufficient.
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9. What does Numbers 23:19 say that is confirmed in verse 18 of Hebrews 6? Q8 ____

10.  In Galatians 1:20, Paul is tring to convince the Galatians that the gospel which he taught
 to them  was revealed to him by Jesus Christ and not any man.  What did he say to them? Q9 ____

“Now the things which I write unto you, behold before ____________  I _______  ___________.”

In verses 18 and 19 of Hebrews six, Paul is speaking of hope.
David Levy – "In God's Word, hope is never a wish but a settled confidence by those who rest in the 
promise of salvation granted by God.  In context, this hope is the settled confidence each believer may 
acquire through spiritual maturity in Christ."
In writing to the Romans, Paul also referred to the faith of Abraham.
Read Romans 4:16-25.
11.  Fill in the blanks below. Q10 ____

Romans 4:18 – “Who against _____________  believed in _________________, that he might be the

 father of many nations.”

Verse 21 – “And being fully ___________________ that, which He had ___________________ He 
was able also to perform.”

12.  What is another word that could be substituted for "hope" in Romans 8:24? Q11 ____

In the Old Testament we read of six cities in Israel which had been designated as cities of refuge.
These were places where the people of Israel could flee for protection if they had accidentally 
killed someone. (Numbers 25)
13.  To whom may a believer flee for refuge?  Hebrews 6:18. Q12 ____
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14.  To what is our hope likened in verse 19? Q13 ____

In Hebrews 2:1, we and the Jewish recipients of this letter were urged not to let “slip away” or “drift 
away” the things which we have heard from our Lord Jesus Christ.  Believers in Jesus Christ are secure. 
The storms of life may beat against us, but our position before God can never be destroyed.
Several hymns come to my mind as I am preparing this lesson.  Some are:

A Shelter in the Time of Storm
“The Lord's our Rock, in Him we hide, A shelter in the time of storm; 
Secure whatever ill betide, A shelter in the time of storm, 
O, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, A weary land, a weary land; 
O, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land, A shelter in the time of storm.”

The Solid Rock
“My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus' name.  
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand – All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.”
“When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil.  
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand – All other ground is sinking sand, 
 All other ground is sinking sand.”

In the Greek world, an anchor was the picture for hope.  In the Roman world it symbolized wealth and 
commerce.  To the early Christians it symbolized steadfastness, hope and salvation.  Many pictures of 
anchors have been found in the catacombs with an inscription, “spes in Christo,” or “Hope in Christ!” 
The logo for the church in which I was saved in Maxwell, Nebraska was an anchor over a gear with the 
motto, “Anchored to the Rock, Geared to the Times.”
15.  If a hymn comes to your mind, then share that with us in the box below. Q14 ____

16.  Where has Jesus entered in heaven? Q15 ____

Jesus is called our “forerunner”  in verse 20.  John the Baptist was the forerunner for Jesus.  The military 
uses “forerunners”  or advance scouts to explore a situation before the regular troops follow.


