
Hebrews Lesson Nine

Maturing in Christ
Read Hebrews 6:1-3
In Hebrews 5:12, Paul remonstrated his Hebrew readers by telling them that they needed to be taught 
again, “the first principles of the oracles [truths] of God.”  Now in chapter six, verse one, he tells them to 
go beyond the principles or the basic doctrines and continue toward maturity (perfection).  Dr. DeHaan 
wrote that, “God wants His people perfect, holy and clean. This is the goal of our redemption, viz, to be 
made as perfect as Christ Himself.”
Paul readily admitted that he, himself, had not yet reached perfection or complete maturity in 
Philippians 3:12-14.

Not as though I  had already attained, either were already perfect:  but I follow after, if  
that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I  
count not myself to have apprehended:  but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.”

The Principles of the Doctrine of Christ
1.  What are the principles of the doctrine of Christ?   Q1 ____

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Repentance from Dead Works
This is an Old Testament doctrine and these Hebrew Christians should have been familiar with it.
2.  What did God call dead works or man's righteousness in Isaiah 64:6? Q2 ____
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Faith Toward God
3.  What did Paul say to both Jews and Gentiles in Acts 20:21? Q3 ____

"Testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, __________________ toward God, and

______________________ toward our Lord Jesus Christ.'

Doctrine of Baptisms
In the Old Testament, baptism is not mentioned, but there were ceremonial cleansings.  The priests had 
to wash before entering the tabernacle or temple or before and after offering sacrifices.  Jesus was 
criticized by the Pharisees because his disciples did not wash before eating.  At that time there was a 
very specific method of washing the hands which had been added to their law by the rabbis.
In the New Testament there were two kinds of baptisms.
4.  Acts 1:5 tells us of both kinds of baptism.  What are they?  Q4 ____

Laying on of Hands
To the Jews in the Old Testament, this was a means of identification with the sacrifice that they offered. 
They laid their hands upon the head of the animal.  (Leviticus 4:1-4)
In the New Testament, Jesus laid His hands on little children as He prayed for them (Matt. 19:13) and 
upon the deaf and speech-impaired (Mark 7:33).  The first deacons of the church were prayed over and 
had the hands of the apostles laid upon them after they had been chosen to assist in the work of the 
church.  (Acts 7:6)
5.  What did Paul say to Timothy in encouraging him not to neglect the gift which had been 
given to him by prophecy?  (1 Timothy 4:14) Q5 ____

“With the laying on of hands of the __________________________”

Resurrection of the Dead
This is taught in both the Old and New Testament.
6.  What did Job say that showed that he understood that he would be bodily resurrected?  Q6 ____

Job 19:26-27 “And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my ____________ I shall see

 God; whom I shall _______________ for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though 
my reins be consumed within me.”

7.  What did Martha say after Jesus told her that her brother, Lazarus would rise again?  
John 11:24 Q7 ____

“I know that he shall ______________   _____________ in the ______________________ in the last 
day.”
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Eternal Judgment
This is taught in both testaments.
8.  Fill in the blanks. Q8 ____

Psalm 9:17  “The _________________  shall be turned into ____________, and all the nations that 
forget God.”

Romans 14:10 “...for we shall all stand before the ___________________ seat of Christ.”

Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the ___________________.

Verse three of Hebrews six tells us that God willing, we are to leave these principles and go to 
perfection.

Renew Them Again to Repentance? 
Read Hebrews 6:4-6
Dr. M.R. DeHaan says, "This is admittedly one of the most difficult and controversial passages in the 
entire Bible."
9.  Were these people about whom Paul wrote in these verses saved or unsaved? Q9 ____

Enlightened
This means to give light.  Ephesians 1:18 – “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints.”
10.  What do those who have been blinded by Satan require to receive the knowledge of God?
(2 Corinthians 4:3-6) Q10 ____

Tasted of the Heavenly Gift
The Greek word for “tasted” is a much stronger word than our English word.  In Greek the word 
(geuomi) frequently means “to eat” or “to experience.”  In Hebrews 2:9, we read that Jesus “tasted death 
for every man.”  Jesus actually experienced death, He did not just sample it. 
11.  What is the heavenly gift?  (John 4:10, Ephesians 2:8)  Q11 ____

Made Partakers of the Holy Spirit
Strong's Concordance defines “partake” in this way:  “sharing in the salvation procured by Christ.”  
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1 Peter 1:11 – “Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify...”
12.  Into whose hearts did God send the Spirit of His son?  (Galatians 4:5,6) Q12 ____

Have Tasted the Good Word of God
13.  What has happened to those who have eaten or experienced "the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever?"  1 Peter 1:23. Q13 ____

Tasted or Experienced the Powers of the Age to Come
These Hebrew Christians had been eye witnesses to the miracles that Christ and the apostles had 
performed.  They also believed that these miracles came from God.  Christ will show these same powers 
during the millenium, the world to come.

If They Shall Fall Away
David Levy wrote, “The word if in the phrase 'if they shall fall away' is absent from the Greek text; the 
verse should read 'and then have fallen away.'  Thus the verse contains no hint of a conditional element.” 
C. Gordon Olson wrote,  “These Christians thought—upon falling into sin, they had to go back to the 
starting line of the race and get saved all over again.  When runners in a race stumble and fall by the 
wayside, they would never think of going back to the starting line but just get back on the track and keep 
running.  Donald Barnhouse used to say that when you stumble in the Christian life, the place to get 
back on the track is by dealing with the sin that got you off the track, alluding to 1 John 1:9 (If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us from all unrighteousness.)”
To Renew Them Again to Repentance
Dr. M.R. DeHaan – “It is possible for a believer who has gone a long way on the path of service, to fall 
by the wayside, and as a result the Lord in chastening sets his ministry aside and he becomes one of 
Gods 'castaways.'  He is not lost, but his usefulness is ended.  And he will have to bear his judgment at 
the Judgment Seat of Christ, when all the believer's works shall be tried with fire.
“This is the meaning of Paul's words in 1 Corinthians three:  'If any man's work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss, for he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.'  (1 Corinthians 3:15)
“This was the thing Paul feared above all things.  Paul did not fear losing his salvation.  He was sure of 
that, but he feared losing out on the reward and the crown.  He feared that after a lifetime of preaching 
he might in a careless moment succumb to the flesh and be set aside.  That he did not fear losing his 
salvation is clear.  He says: 'I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him against that day.” 
“But there was something Paul did fear.  He says in 1 Corinthians nine:  'Know ye not that they which 
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?  So run, that ye may obtain. I therefore so run, not as 
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air.  But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
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subjection:  lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”  
(2 Corinthians 9:24, 26, 27)
“How this passage has confused people!  But notice carefully, Paul is not talking about salvation, but 
about rewards and a crown for faithfulness.  He is talking about 'running a race.'
“Surely the sinner must not run to get into heaven or to obtain salvation.  That is a free gift.  A dead 
sinner cannot run.
“Paul knew better.  He knew salvation did not depend on our running, but upon the grace of God.  What 
Paul feared was that after a life of service, he might play the fool, lose out on the reward and make it 
necessary for God to put him on the shelf.  It is possible for a Christian to fall away until God 'retires' 
him from service, waiting to deal with him at the Judgment Seat of Christ, to see all the wood, hay and 
stubble go up in smoke, and he be saved 'so as by fire,'
“The word 'castaway' is translated in the New American Standard Version as 'disqualified.'  It means 
'disqualified' to receive a reward.'  Again let me remind you, Paul is not thinking of salvation, but of 
earning a crown.  Sinners are not in a race, only Christians run for the prize.  He expresses the same 
ambition in Philippians three:  'Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  but this one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I 
press toward the mark [finish line, the goal] for the prize [crown] of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.'  (Philippians 3:13-14)
“This, we believe, will explain the passage in Hebrews six.  He is speaking of Christians who began the 
race, but fell by the wayside.  There comes a time when after repeated warnings and admonitions the 
Christian continues in disobedience and 'willful' sin, until God shelves him, to deal with him at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ.  The passage refers to the sin unto death, the result of presumptuous, willful, 
continued disobedience against better light.  Such may never repent here below, but be among those who 
shall be 'ashamed at His appearing.'
“It is a serious thing to be a child of God.  It carries grave responsibilities; and willful continuance in 
known sin against clear and better light must call for the chastening of the Lord.  The Bible admonishes 
us:  'Let a man examine himself...For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  But when 
we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.”  11 
Corinthians 11:28, 31, 32.
C. Gordon Olson – “These Hebrew Christians had never heard of 1 John 1:9, mainly because it hadn't 
yet been written.  So the author warned them that 'it is impossible to renew them [all over] again to 
[the first salvation (6:1)] repentance, since [by so doing] they again crucify to themselves the Son 
of God and put Him to open shame'  (Heb. 6:6).  By trying to get saved all over again, they were in 
effect recrucifying Christ.  Note the emphasis upon repetition here as contrasted with the once-for-all 
(hepax) death of Christ: 'not laying again (palin)a foundation' (6:1); 'renew them again unto 
repentance, crucifying again'.
“Why would a Christian want to get saved repeatedly?  These Hebrew Christians came out of a 
background in which every time they sinned, they had to bring a new sacrifice.  From childhood, the 
principle of multiple sacrifices had been etched on their minds.  Now as Christians they didn't 
understand that Christ died once-for-all that we might be saved once-for-all.”
“Actually the main point that the writer affirmed here is that it is impossible to get saved all over  
again.”   
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Read Hebrews 6:7,8
C. Gordon Olson – “Some object that the illustration of the field does not fit the above interpretation. 
However, upon closer examination it is most appropriate and harmonious.  'The ground which yields 
thorns and thistles is said to be 'worthless', 'rejected', 'disapproved', 'disqualified,' depending upon which 
translation is read. [Here Olson goes into a study of Greek words .]  Thus the essential idea of the 
negative is disapproval, not rejection—a vast difference.  
“This also applies to 1 Corinthians 9:27, where Paul was concerned lest through lack of discipline he 
should become 'disapproved' after having preached to others.  Certainly the KJV is wrong in translating 
'castaway,' and the NIV is better:  'disqualified.'  The issue is not salvation, but approval at the judgment 
seat of Christ, when service for Christ will be judged.
“The references to 'cursed' and 'burned' raise a problem.  There is a vast difference between actually 
being cursed and 'close to being cursed.'  One can be close to being killed in an accident and yet be 100 
percent alive.  Paul used the same symbolism when he wrote that the works of those who build with 
wood, hay, or straw will be burned up at the day of Christ.  'If any man's work is burned up, he shall 
suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire' (1 Cor. 3:11-15).  M.R. DeHaan 
rightly understood Hebrews 6 as the sin unto death, that is, premature physical death.”


