
Hebrews Lesson Four

Jesus Christ is the Captain of our Salvation
Read Hebrews 2:1-4
This chapter begins with the word, “therefore” which means because of what we read in chapter 
one, we should now consider this, that which the author is about to say.  In chapter one, we read 
how Christ is superior to the prophets and superior to the angels.  So because of that, we should 
give greater attention to what Christ has said than what was said by the prophets.  If we are not 
diligent in this, we may let these things which He spoke “slip” away.
1.  To what does 2 Peter 1:5,6  say that we should give diligence?  To what does Psalm 
119:10, 11 say the psalmist has given his whole heart? Q1 ____

2 Peter 1:5, 6

Psalm 119:10, 11

Picture a boat that is not tied to the dock.  It will soon drift away and float into the middle of the 
lake.  From the middle of the lake, it will need to be rescued by the help of another boat. 
Therefore, it is best to be careful and keep the boat tied to the dock, else the boat will be useless.

2.  What are some reasons why a believer might “slip away” or “drift away?” Q2 ____

Galatians 6:9

Rev. 2:4

1 Corinthians 15:33

1 Peter 2:11

Luke 8:14

In Hebrews 2:2, it speaks of the “word spoken by angels.”  This is a reference to the law given by 
Jehovah to Moses.  Albert Barnes tells us that “it was the common opinion of the Hebrews that it 
was by the ministry of angels.”  See the following verses.

“This is he [Moses], that was in the church [congregation] in the wilderness with the 
angel which spake to him in the mount Sinai, and with our fathers:  who received the 
lively oracles to give unto us.”  Acts 7:38
“Who received the law by the disposition of angels and have not kept it.”  Acts 7:53
“Wherefore then serveth the law?  It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand 
of a mediator.”   Galatians 3:19
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3. What was the result of every act of transgression or disobedience under the law? Q3 ____

Numbers 15:32-36 tells of a man that gathered wood on the Sabbath.  He was brought before Moses and 
Aaron and the congregation .  First they put him into prison because they did not know what should be 
done to him.  When they inquired of the Lord, the Lord said that he shall surely be put to death.  So the 
whole congregation stoned him with stones.  
James 2:10 says, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all.”
Verses 2, 3 and 4 of Hebrews 2 is one long question.  Verse three begins with the words."how shall we 
escape," meaning that:  if under the law every transgression and disobedience was strictly punished, how 
do we now avoid punishment?
4.  What does Paul say in this long question would be foolhardy for us to do? Q4 ____

Neglect means failing to take care of something.  If we neglect to water our plants, they die.  If we 
neglect to feed our pets, they will die.  If we neglect to pay our bills, we will be prosecuted.  If we 
neglect to go to work, we will have no income.  There are serious consequences for neglect.  These are 
called sins of omission.  You need not commit sins of murder, theft, lying, or adultery to be guilty.  You 
are guilty for the things that you ought to do, but neglect to do.
5.   How do we "escape" if we neglect this great salvation freely offered to us?

Hebrews 10:30, 31. Q5 ____

6.  Why is salvation in this verse called great? Q6 ____

a. Who offers this salvation? ______________________________

b. From what does it save? __________________  and _______________________________

c. What great things does this salvation give?

John 3:16 ____________________________________________

1 Peter 1:4_____________________________________________________________

1 Peter 5:6 _______________________________________________

Galatians 3:26 ______________________________________________ 

d. What was the cost for this great salvation? ______________________________________

7.  By whom was this great salvation first told? Q7 ____

Paul and others to whom this letter was written had never met Jesus Christ while He walked on this 
earth as a man.  This letter was written some thirty years after Christ's crucifixion.
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8.  Who, then, gave Jesus' message to those who had never heard Jesus speak directly to them? Q8 ____

9.  How did God authenticate His message that was given to people through the apostles
and other early leaders of the church ? Q9 ____

a. _________________________________________  Example:  Acts 2:43

b. _________________________________________  Example:  Acts 6:8

c. _________________________________________  Example:  Acts 8:6,7

d. _________________________________________  Example:  Acts 19:11

e. _________________________________________  Example:  1 Corinthians 12:7-11
Read Hebrews 2:5-8 and Psalm 8:3-9
Harry Ironside wrote this concerning this section of Hebrews (chapter 2:5-4:13):  “Having considered 
our Lord from the standpoint of His deity and as the Son of God in Manhood, we are now called upon to 
think of Him in His humiliation as He entered into the experiences of humanity in order that He might 
become the Captain of our salvation.  We should never forget that His humanity is as real as His deity. 
He was born of a virgin, a babe, to all outward appearances like any other, and a perfectly normal child, 
growing up from infancy to manhood, increasing in wisdom as He increased in stature, and was a sharer 
in all that pertained to human nature as originally created by God.  And He has gone up to heaven as 
Man, so that we may properly sing: “He wears our nature on the throne.”
10.  To whom did God not give the authority over the world to come? Q10 ____

11.  Who is the "one in a certain place" mentioned in Hebrews 2:6? Q11 ____

The psalmist (Psalm 8) is musing over why God should pay attention to insignificant man, who is but a 
speck in the universe when he thought about the heavens and the stars and the moon.
12.  In what ways was man made lower than the angels?  Genesis 28:12, Luke 20:36 Q12 ____

a.

b.

13.  What does Genesis 1:26 say that God placed under dominion of man? Q13 ____
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14.  Who is the one of whom it is said in Hebrews 2:8 and in Psalm 8:6 that "all things
 are in subjection under him?"   See also Colossians 1:16. Q14 ____

Harry Ironside:  “But we know well that Adam forfeited his headship through sin, and now in the eighth 
psalm that headship is confirmed to One who is called the Son of Man, which Adam , of course, never 
was.  The apostle's use of the passage here in Hebrews makes it plain that it is the Last Adam to whom 
the Psalm refers.  And so as we read these words, we think of Him who delighted in the title “Son of 
Man” because it speaks of Him as the appointed ruler over the whole earth, who is to deliver it from the 
bondage of corruption.  He was made a little lower than the angels, that is, He became Man, and men in 
their present condition are inferior to angels, though when redemption is completed, we shall have a 
place higher than angels can ever aspire to.  And already He who took that place of humility has been 
received up into heaven as Man and crowned with glory and honor, and by divine fiat set over all 
creation.  For God has appointed Him Heir of all things and decreed that all shall be in subjection under 
His feet.  He leaves nothing unsubjected to Him.  His place is that of supreme authority.” 
15.  Why was Jesus "made a little lower than the angels?"  Hebrews 2:9. Q15 ____

16.  When was Jesus crowned with "glory and honor?"  John 17:5,  Hebrews 2:9, Phil. 2:8, 9 Q16 ____

17.  Why was it fitting for the one who created all things and who upholds all things to
"taste death for every man?" Q17 ____

Harry Ironside wrote this concerning verses 10-18.  "This section is one of the most precious in all the 
Epistle and requires careful consideration, for there is grave danger of misunderstanding some of its 
great declarations unless we are familiar with what the Word of God elsewhre reveals concerning the 
Person and work of the Lord Jesus.
"If He would become Captain of our salvation, or literally, File-leader of our salvation, the One who is 
Himself the Way of Life and leads us in that Way, He must be perfected through sufferings.  But notice 
how His glory as Creator is insisted on when His sufferings are in view "it became Him," that is, it was 
consistent under the circumstances for Him, "for whom are all things and by whom are all things"--the 
same as in Colossians, "All things were created by Him and for Him"--if He would bring many sons into 
glory (and this we know is the very reason for which He came into the world), to be made perfect, not as 
to His character, but as to His Saviourhood, by sufferings.  There was never any imperfection in Him as 
Man, He was always the Perfect One, but let it never be forgotten that the perfect life of Jesus would 
never have saved one poor sinner.  In order to become Captain of salvation, that He might lead many 
sons to glory, He must go by way of Gethsemane and Golgotha, where He was perfected by sufferings. 
Apart from His bitter passion, there could be no redemption for lost men and women."
The word "sanctify" means to set apart or to make holy.  In our study of Ephesians, we learned that there 
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are three stages of sanctification.  
Stage One

Saved from the penalty of sin.
It happens at the moment of salvation.

Stage Two
Saved from the power of sin.

A long process that lasts throughout the Christian life.
Stage Three

Saved from the presence of sin.
This takes place in the next life.

18.  Who is the sanctifier and who are the sanctified? Q18 ____

19.  Because the sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one family, what is Jesus not ashamed
 to call those whom He sanctified? Q19 ____

20. What does John 1:12 say was given to those who received Jesus Christ as their
personal Lord and Savior by believing on His name? Q20 ____

Psalm 22 is a Messianic psalm.  It was written by David in the first person as though all that he wrote 
pertained to himself.  In reading it through, we can easily recognize, however, that it is filled with 
prophecies that were fulfilled by Jesus Christ, particularly at His crucifixion. 
21.  Read John 17:6.  What did this verse tell us that Christ did, that fulfilled the promise 
given in Psalm 22:22 and was reiterated in Hebrews 2:12? Q21 ____

22.   What does Jesus Christ do that we as believers should also do?  Hebrews 2:12, 13 and 
Psalm 22:22, Psalm 18:2, Isaiah 8:17and 12:2. Q22 ____
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23.  Why did God the Son become man? Q23 ____

a.

b.

24.  Why did Jesus not become an angel? Q24 ____

25.  Why is Jesus, the Son of God, able to help us when we are tempted? Q25 ____


