
Hebrews Lesson One

Introduction to the Book of Hebrews
How Significant is This Book?
Many Biblical scholars believe that the book of Hebrews is a most important and significant book in the 
New Testament and worthy of our attention to study it in depth.  
Adam Clarke wrote:
“The Epistle to the Hebrews....

1. “is by far the most important and useful of all the apostolic writings”
2. “all the doctrines of the Gospel are in it embodied”
3. “the epitome of the dispensation of God to man from the foundation of the world to the advent of 

Christ”
4. “it is the sum of the Gospel”
5. “the sum and completion of the Law”

Adam Clarke also wrote:
1. “Never were premises more clearly stated”
2. “Never was an argument handled in a more masterly way”
3. “Never was a conclusion more legitimately and satisfactorily brought forth”

Adam Clarke stated further:
1. “The matter is everywhere the most interesting”
2. “The manner is throughout the most engaging”
3. “The language is most beautifully adapted to the whole.”

David Levy, a present day writer for Israel My Glory wrote this:
“Hebrews is without question one of the greatest and most important books in the New Testament.  In it 
the writer presented an in-depth study of both the deity and humanity of Jesus the Messiah, covering His 
earthly ministry to His exaltation at the right hand of God Almighty.  This epistle explains the 
excellencies of Christ in His person, priesthood, preeminence, and purpose for coming to Earth.”
By Whom Was It Written?
The author is unidentified  for this book.  Many scholars suggest that it was written by the Apostle Paul. 
However, unlike Paul's other epistles, no name is given in the opening sentence or anywhere in the book 
as to the writer.  Nor does the writer specify to whom it is written.
Harry Ironside asks whether or not it is even important that we know who wrote it.  Does it matter? 
Then he says, “I think it does, at least in our understanding of its scope and timeliness.”  He then goes on 
to show us a most important clue to its authorship.  Let us look quickly at the closing of each of the 
epistles that we know were written by Paul to see what each of them has in common.
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1.What does Romans 16:24 say? Q1 ____

2.  What does 1 Corinthians 16:23 say? Q2 ____

3.  Continue with Paul's other epistles and fill in the blanks below: Q3 ____

2 Corinthians 13:14 - “The ___________  ___  ____  _______ Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and

communion of the Holy Ghost  ____  _____  _____  _____ .  Amen”

Galatians 6:18 - “Brethren, the _______  ____  ____ Lord Jesus Christ ___  ____  ____ _____.  Amen.”

Ephesians 6:24 - “_______  ___ ____ ____ _____ that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.  Amen.”

Philippians 4:23 - “The ______  ___ _____ Lord Jesus Christ ____ ______ _____ ____.  Amen.”

Colossians 4:18 - “The salutation by the hand of me, Paul.  Remember my bonds.  _______  ____

________  ______.  Amen.”

The ending verses in 1 Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon 
incorporate the same words.

Now read Hebrews 13:25.
4.  Write the words in the box below. Q4 ____

If we look at the closing words of the epistles written by Peter, James, and John, we do not see the same 
kind of closing as that which Paul used.  Ironside wrote that this closing and using the word “grace” was 
a “secret mark” of Paul to authenticate that the letter was written by him.  (2 Thes. 3:17)  Why did he not 
identify himself at the beginning as he did in his other epistles?  Ironside gives this explanation:

“Paul is here writing to his own brethren after the flesh.  They were greatly prejudiced 
against him and his ministry, though he yearned after them with all the fervor of a 
devoted brotherly love.  Yet many of them repudiated his apostleship and feared his 
attitude toward their ancient ritual.  He had tried to overcome this opposition.” 
And he wrote this.  “Paul therefore acts in accordance with the principle laid down 
elsewhere, 'Unto the Jews I became a Jew that I might gain the Jews' (1 Cor. 9:20).  And 
so he hides his identity for the time being and does not insist upon his own apostolic 
authority, but rather makes his appeal to the Old Testament Scriptures, in the light, of 
course, of the new revelation.” 

We do know that Paul had written a letter to the Jews because Peter tells us that in 2 Peter 3:15.  All of 
Paul's other letters incorporated into our Bible were written to Gentiles.  So if Hebrews is not the letter 
that Peter refers to, what happened to that letter?



Hebrews Lesson 1 – Page 3

To Whom Was It Written?
The fact that it is titled, “The Epistle to the Hebrews,” shows that it was written to Hebrews or, in other 
words, Jews.  It is not written to all Jews, but to Jewish believers, those who had placed their trust in 
Jesus Christ.  The content of the book indicates that the writer was also a Jew and well acquainted with 
the Jewish Scriptures.  He wrote to people that also were knowledgeable about Judaism.  They had been 
brought up to believe in the truths taught by the prophets.
5.  To whom does the term, “holy brethren,” in Hebrews 3:1 refer?   Q5 ____

Holy indicates

Brethren indicates

When Was It Written?
6.  Whose name is given in Hebrews 13:23 that indicates that this person was still alive at the 
time of the writing of this book? Q6 ____

7.  What is mentioned in Hebrews 10:32-34 that suggests it may have been written during the 
time of the Roman Emperor Nero, the great persecutor of Christians beginning in A.D. 64? Q7 ____

Nowhere in the book is any indication that Jerusalem had fallen and the temple had been destroyed. 
Since this occurred in A.D. 70, the date of the writing of Hebrews was likely between A.D. 64 and 67.
Why Was This Book Written?
Many Jewish believers were beginning to have doubts concerning their faith and were considering 
returning to Judaism.  Some had left the Christian community.  Some had compromised their faith.  The 
author is writing to them to show them that Christianity is superior to Judaism.  He wants to convince 
them that Christ is superior to anything which they had previously known and that Christ is sufficient for 
their every need. 
Although the book was written primarily to Jewish Christians, it was secondarily written to babes in the 
faith that needed to be encouraged during a time of persecution.  Ironside wrote, “It is, of course, for all 
Christians to the end of the dispensation, for in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek.  What is true 
for one is true for all.” 
8.  What does Hebrews 12:2 say concerning the originator of the Christian faith? Q8 ____

When we  have studied the book of Genesis and other Old Testament books, we have seen that there are 
many “types” of Christ which are just shadows of the real Christ.  In this book, the author shows us how 
Christ is the fulfillment of these types.  Ironside tells us that the book of Hebrews is the New Testament 
Leviticus.  He wrote, “Hebrews is in Leviticus concealed; Leviticus by Hebrews is revealed.”  This is a 
rewording of the statement by Augustine, “Grace, concealed in the Old Testament, is revealed in the 
New.”
The book of Hebrews shows what Paul wrote in another epistle.
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9.  What does Romans 10:4 declare concerning Christ and the law? Q9 ____

Read Hebrews 1:1
10.  How has God revealed Himself in times past according to Hebrews 1:1? Q10 ____

Some of the different methods by which God has communicated to mankind in times past are:
Direct Words, 
by Angels, 
by Visions, 
by Dreams, 

through Signs and Miracles, 
through Theophanies and Christophanies, 
through Prophets and 
through the Urim and Thummim.

11.  Fill in the table below, designating which method God used for each Bible reference, to 
whom it was given, and the incident or message given. Q11 ____

REFERENCE METHOD TO WHOM EXPLANATION

Genesis 1:28

Genesis 12:1

Job 38:1

Genesis 17:1, 
18:1-33

Genesis 19:1

Genesis 15:1

Genesis 16:7

Genesis 26:2

Genesis 28:13

Genesis 31:11

Genesis 35:7, 9
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REFERENCE METHOD TO WHOM EXPLANATION

Genesis 40:9-16

Exodus 3:2

Exodus 7:10, 20: 8:6

Exodus 14:21

Exodus 19:9

Joshua 1:1

1 Samuel 3:4-11

1 Samuel 30:7, 8

Isaiah 1:1

Judges 6:36-40

Ezekiel 1:1

Matthew 1:20

Luke 1:11, 12

Luke 1:27-38

Daniel 2:1

Daniel 4:5 

Daniel 7:1

Daniel 8:1


