
Ephesians Lesson Eight – The Church
The Church is the Body of Christ

"And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,  
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all." -- Ephesians 1:22, 23

"And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firtborn from the dead; that  
in all things he might have the preeminence." -- Colossians 1:18

"Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular." -- 1 Corinthians 12:27

In the above verses, we see that the church is the body of Christ and Christ is the head of the body.  The Head of 
the body is in heaven, while the Church is on earth.  Every believer in Jesus Christ is a member of the body, the 
church.  When a person places his faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior, God places that one (baptizes 
him) into His body. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,  
whether we be bond or free; and have been made to drink into one Spirit." -- 1 Corinthians 12:13

The Church is a Building
"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and  
of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus  
Christ himslf being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth  
unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit." -- Ephesians 2:19-22

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus Christ told His disciples about something that He was going to do in the future. "...and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."   From these few words, 
we learn that:

1.  Jesus Christ is the builder.

2.  The building is upon a rock!

3.  The church is the building.

4.  The church belongs to Jesus Christ ("My church").

5.  Nothing, not even hell, shall prevent it from being built.

This building, the Church, is made up of living stones, individual believers.  Jesus Christ is the chief corner 
stone.  "Ye [believers] also, as lively [living] stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer  
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ, Wherefore also it is contained in the scriptures,  
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.  
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious:  but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the  
builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence,  
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even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient:  whereunto also they were appointed.,"  
--1 Peter 2: 6-8.

The foundation, as well as the chief corner stone is Jesus Christ.  "For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." -- 1 Corinthians 3:11.  In Ephesians 2:20, it says, "And are built upon the 
foundatiion of the apostles and prophets..."  This does not mean that the apostles and prophets are the 
foundation of the church, but that the revelations of truth from God given to these men established the church. 
Jesus Christ said that, "I am the way, the truth, and the life:  no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."   (John 
14:6.) These are all New Testament men.  The apostles, of course, refer to the eleven (minus Judas) selected by 
Jesus Christ, the twelfth selected by lot by the eleven after Judas' betrayal and death, and also Paul chosen by 
Jesus Christ after His death, resurrection and ascension.  The "prophets" does not refer to Old Testament 
prophets because it was not listed first, but followed apostles and therefore, refers to New Testament prophets. 
Some of the apostles were also prophets, such as John, who wrote Revelation.

The Church is Still Unfinished
"And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names  
together were about an hundred and twenty,) -- Acts 1:15

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house  
where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat  
upon each of them. -- Acts 2:1-3.

With the coming of the Holy Spirit upon those 120 believers, the church was born.  They were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit into one body. Later on that same day, Peter preached a mighty sermon and many people believed. 
More stones were added to the building that God was making.  "Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized:  and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls." -- Acts 2:41  "Praising 
God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."  
-- Acts 2:47

"Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand."  
-- Acts 4:4.  "And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women." -- Acts 5:14. 
"For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith:  and much people was added unto the Lord."  
-- Acts 11:24.

Today God is still adding to the church.  Romeo Labongray in Josefina, Philipines, has reaped the following 
number of souls within the last four days:

45 saved at Gumahan  Barangay (Monday, 1-16-12)
90 saved at Upper Bagong Tudela  Barangay (Tuesday, 1-17-12)
38 saved at Sebukang Barangay (Wednesday, 1-18-12)
10 saved at Military attachment in Barangay Bag-ong Clarin (Thursday am, 1-19-12)
23 saved at Tagaytay Hill  Barangay (Thursday pm, 1-19-12)

Someday the church will be finished, but it is not yet finished.  Acts 14:15 tells us that "God at the first did visit  
the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name."

The Church is the Temple of God

"In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In  
whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 
-- Ephesians 2:21, 22.
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"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" 
-- 1 Corinthians 3:16

"And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living  
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people." -- 2 Corinthians 6:16

The above verses speak of the corporate church as being the temple of God.  In 1 Cor. 3:16 and in 2 Cor. 6:16, 
the word "ye" is plural, as well as "them" and "they."  This indicates that the temple of God is the whole of the 
church, being plural.  In another place, the individual believer is also called the temple of God:  "What, know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your  
own?"  -- 1 Corinthians 6:19.  This verse speaks of each individual's body being the temple of God. 

In the days of Moses, God dwelt in the tabernacle.  That is where His  presence was found.  "Then a cloud 
covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to  
enter the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the  
tabernacle."  -- Exodus 40:34, 35.

In the days of Solomon, God dwelt in a special building called the Temple.  "So that the priests could not stand 
to minister because of the cloud:  for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord." -- 1 Kings 8:11

In the days of Jesus Christ, God came to live in a human body.  "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt  
among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."   
-- John 1:14.  "If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also:  and from hencforth ye know him,  
and have seen him."  John 14:7.

Today, there is no tabernacle on the earth.  There is no Jewish temple in Jerusalem.  Christ is no longer on the 
earth.  Today the Church is the Temple of God.  God fills the Body of Christ (The Church) with His glory.  God 
has chosen to make Himself  known to the world through The Church.  The Church is to display the living God 
before men and angels.  What are we to display?

1.  The exceeding riches of His grace.  Ephesians 2:7
2.  The manifold wisdom of God.  Ephesians 3:10
3.  God's glory.  Ephesians 3:21
4.  God's power.  Ephesians 3:20
5.  God's truth.  1 Timothy 3:15
6.  God's life.  Colossians 1:27. Colossians 3:4
7.  God's love.  John 17:22-26

The Church Was a Mystery
"For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, If ye have heard of the  
dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:  How that by revelation he  
made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye  
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made 
known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by His  
Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body and partakers of his  
promise in Christ by the gospel:  Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the  
grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power." -- Ephesians 3:1-7.

"Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made  
manifest to his saints." -- Colossians 1:26



Ephesians Lesson 8 – Page 37

"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in  
your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles  
be come in." -- Romans 11:25

"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus  
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,  
But now is made manifest and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment  
of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith." 
-- Romans 16:25, 26

A mystery means something that was kept secret, was hidden.  The mystery of which we speak was kept secret 
since the beginning of the world until revealed to Paul and the apostles and prophets.  This mystery was hidden 
"in God."  "And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery which from the beginning of the  
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ." -- Ephesians 3:9.  So this mystery was not 
known in Old Testament times, but was shown to Paul by revelation, as we read in Ephesians 3:3, 4.

The Old Testament prophecies contain nothing concerning the mystery, so the prophecies in the Old Testament 
concerning Israel in the future do not refer to the mystery.

The mystery was, "That the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body and partaker of his promises  
in Christ by the gospel."  (Ephesians 3:6)  It was concerning this "dispensation of grace," mentioned by Paul in 
verse 2.  During this dispensation, "blindness in part is happened to Israel."   This blindness will continue and 
this dispensation of grace will continue until the "fulness of the Gentiles be come in." 

Paul said in Romans 16:26, that "now is made manifest."   It was not revealed before the time of Paul, and so it 
was not revealed in "mystical form" in the prophecies of the Old Testament.  The "types" in the Old Testament 
do not speak of the Church, although they do speak of Christ.  Christ's first coming and His second coming are 
prophecied in the Old Testament.  The millennial kingdom is written about by the Old Testament prophets, but 
this does not refer to the Church.  Paul emphatically says in Ephesians 3:5 that, "in other ages was not made 
known."

This revelation of the mystery was given to Paul "that I [Paul] should preach among the Gentiles the  
unsearchable riches of Christ."  (Ephesians 3:8)  Paul is not boasting about this.  In fact, he calls himslf "less 
then the least of all saints."   He says this because he well remembers how before coming to faith, he persecuted 
the Christians.  

Paul tells the Ephesians, "I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory." (Ephesians 
3:13)  Paul at this time was in prison, as we see in verse one of chapter three.  Paul says in Colossians (also 
written while he was in prison), "Who now rejoice in my sufffering for you, and fill up that which is behind of  
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:  Whereof I am made a minister,  
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery  
which hath been hid from ages, and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  To whom God 
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you,  
the hope of glory."  (Colossians 1:24-27)

Paul wrote to the Corinthians concerning the mystery, "Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect:  
yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:  But we speak the  
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  
Which none of the princes of this world knew:  for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of  
glory.  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the  
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit:  for  
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God."  (Colossians 2:6-10)


