
Ephesians Lesson Seven – The Believer's Past, Present, and Future
"And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past  
ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of  
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  Among whom also  
we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  But God, who is rich in mercy, for  
his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us  
togther with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  And hath raised us up together, and made  
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:  That in the ages to come he might  
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus."  
– Ephesians 2:1-7

Our Past
The believers at Ephesus had previously been idol worshippers, their chief goddess being the many-
breasted Diana.  The worship of her included gross immorality.  Paul, here, is telling them that 
previously they had been dead.  Now they have been made alive.  They were dead in "trespasses and 
sins."  

This applies to us, as well, before we were saved––we were also dead––but have been made alive by 
Jesus Christ through faith in Him.  When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden by eating of the 
forbidden fruit, the result was death as God had promised.  Immediately, they became spiritually dead, 
and in time they also experienced physical death.  All mankind, all descendants of Adam and Eve, since 
then have been born spiritually dead.  We all need a new birth and to be given spiritual life.

Dr. Dino Pedrone writes in his book, True I. D., "The word 'trespass' means 'a falling aside when one 
stood upright,' while the word 'sins' in this instance refers to missing the mark of God's perfection."

H. A. Ironside explains in his book, Ephesians, " 'Dead in trespasses and sins.' Notice the difference 
between the two expressions.  Sinning is missing the mark.  Trespassing is a violation of a definite law. 
We see the sign 'No Trespassing' and know that that means we cannot pass a certain boundary without 
being guilty of transgressing."

"In time past ye [the Ephesian Christians and all Christians] walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air."  Satan is "the prince of the power of the air."  All 
unbelievers are followers of Satan, even if they do so unknowingly.  They have no power not to sin. 
This world is under the governance of Satan.  Sinning is the natural state of unredeemed mankind.

This passage and other scriptures describe the state of mankind without Christ:

• "Children of disobedience" – verse 2

• "Had our conversation...in the lusts of our flesh" – verse 3
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• "Fulfulling the desires of the flesh and of the mind"  – verse 3

• "Were by nature the children of wrath" – verse 3

To some, fulfulling the desires of the flesh is great pleasure.  They cannot have fun unless they "party", 
which to them means drinking alcohol until they lose consciousness, taking one or another of mind 
altering drugs, and listening to and dancing wildly to bombastic "music."  They may decorate their 
bodies with tattoos until you cannot see any skin not so embellished.  Red, purple, blue and green hair 
sticking out in all directions, or perhaps a shaved or partially shaved head means that you are really 
"hip" or "cool" or whatever is the current word.  Having sex without marriage, with numerous partners, 
of the same or opposite sex, or with children, or even with an animal are all acceptable behaviors to 
some who follow the prince of this world.  Telling jokes of a sexual nature or using "bathroom humor" is 
really a great deal of fun to them.

Unbelievers often resist the Christian message because they fear that becoming a Christian would end 
any chance of "having fun."  Satan has convinced them that Christians are dull and boring, completely 
lacking cheer in their lives. They are "stick-in-the-muds" who go around never smiling and trying to find 
someone to criticize and judge.

"Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called  
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  
That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel  
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the  
world:" – Ephesians 2:11, 12

In the above two verses, Paul is reminding the Ephesians that in the past, they were of the 
Uncircumcision.  They were Gentiles, and not of the nation of Israel.  Because of this, they were not 
privileged to the covenants of promise that God had given to Israel.  They were not of the fellowship of 
Israel.  As such, they had no hope and were without God in this world.

Israel had a definite hope.  God had promised certain things to them.  But the Gentiles had so such hope: 
they were outside of all this.  It wasn't just that they worshipped idols of wood and stone, but they did 
not know the true god at all.  They were godless.

Such sadder phrases, I do not think I have ever read:  "no hope" and "without God."  That was their past 
condition, but not the present.

Our Present
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit togther in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:"  – 
Ephesians 2:4-6

"But God" are words found starting verse four and that promise hope, after reading the words of despair 
in verses two and three.  The verse tells us that God "is rich in mercy" and that "he loved us" with His 
"great love."  God loved us "even when we were dead in sins," says verse five.  God made us, and He 
made us for Himself, to love us and to communicate with us.  When He sees mankind engaged in all 
sorts of sinful behavior because we are following the prince of this world, He loves us because of His 
great mercy.  

We have already read in Ephesians that God is rich in grace (1:7) and rich in glory (1:18).  Now we read 
that He is rich in mercy.  We are the beneficiaries of God's riches of mercy and grace.  In the future we 
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will also share in His glory.

We see three great attibutes of God in verses four and five of Ephesians two:  mercy, love, and grace. 
God had every right to forget about us and to surrender us to Satan.  But His mercy and His love 
allowed Him to extend His grace to us.  

He "hath quickened us together with Christ."  He has given us new life.  When an expectant mother first 
feels the baby move within her, it is called "the quickening."  She can now feel the new life developing 
within her.  It has been alive since the conception several months earlier, but now she can feel it.  The 
new life is actually moving.

"For as in Adam all die, Even so in Christ shall all be made alive."  – 1 Corinthians 15:22

"Likwise reckon ye also youselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God though Jesus  
Christ our Lord."  – Romans 6:11

"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God,  
which liveth and abideth for ever."  – 1 Peter 1:23

The Ephesians had been born again.  They were saved.  They were now childen of God.  This was the 
result of God's grace.  It was the gift of God to them, and to us also who are saved.  

"For by grace are ye saved though faith; and that [salvation] not of yourselves:  it is the  
gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship,  
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should  
walk in them." – Ephesians 2:8-10.

We are God's workmanship.  The word translated "workmanship" is used only twice in the New 
Testament.  The other place is Romans 1:20, which reads like this:  "For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse."  The phrase "the things that are made" is the 
translation of the Greek word poiema.  It is the same Greek word that is translated "workmanship" in 
Ephesians 2:10.  From this Greek word, we get our English word 'poem'.

In the Romans passage, it is used concerning God's creation.  Paul is saying that creation is God's poem, 
telling us of His power and glory.  Creation is God's first poem, but His second poem is our redemption. 
A poem is a beautiful piece of literature, telling a story or describing a scene or expessing an emotion of 
love.  All the credit for a poem goes to the poet, who put the words together.  The poem did not create 
itself, but was the work of the poet.  Likewise, so are we the creation of the Creator, and redeemed by 
Jesus Christ.

"But now in Christ Jesus ye who somtimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of  
Christ.  For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle  
wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of  
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so  
making peace;  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,  
having slain the enmity thereby:  And came and preached peace to you which were afar  
off, and them that were nigh." – Ephesians 2:13-17

Paul is now telling the Ephesians that although they had been far off, now they were near to God 
because the blood of Jesus Christ paid the ransom and provided forgivness and salvation for all who 
believed.  Jesus Christ has given to them and to us peace.  He broke down the wall dividing the Gentiles 
from the Jews.  Now both have access to God through Jesus Christ.  Jesus came for both those who were 
near (the Jews) and for those who were far off (Gentiles).   The Jews held a place of nearness to God 
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through a covenant relationship.  The Gentiles were strangers, being outside this relationship. 

The Jews, however, had failed to keep their part of the covenant of works, and had themselves become 
alienated from God.  In Romans 3:22, 23, we read, "For there is no difference:  for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God."  The Jews in Old Testament times were not saved because they were 
God's chosen people, nor because of merit, nor because of the sacrifices they offered.  They were saved 
because of God's grace, who gave the Lord Jesus Christ, their Messiah, to die for their sins on the cross. 

Our Future
"That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness  
toward us through Christ Jesus." – Ephesians 2:7

Those who are in Jesus Christ have a future to look forward to where Jesus will show "the exceeding 
riches of His grace."   The grace of God keeps on blessing us.   Because of His grace, we have been 
saved.  Because of His grace we are kept.  Because of His grace we look forward to an eternity in His 
presence.

H. A. Ironside wrote this, " 'The ages to come'––that takes us a long way beyond the millennium.  The 
millennium, or the millennial reign of Christ, is 'the age to come,' and here we have 'the ages to come.' 
This is the Greek expression for eternity.  It consists of untold millions of ages running on forevermore. 
Through all the ages to come God is going to exhibit the exceeding riches of His grace.  One of these 
days I am going to have a part in a great exhibition, when from the ends of the earth there will be 
gathered together all the redeemed of the Lord.  Then God will demonstrate to all created intelligences 
how it has been the delight of His heart to show great grace to great sinners.  That is our future––a future 
that does not depend on our faithfulness, but on the faithfuness of Him who saved us by grace in order 
that we might show His glories forever."


