
Ephesians Lesson Six – Paul's Prayer for the Saints
"Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,  
Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the father of glory may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him." – Ephesians 1:15-17.

By praying for the saints that were at Ephesus, Paul was displaying a characteristic of the "new nature" which 
all believers in Christ receive at their "second birth."  Believers have a sense of dependence upon the Lord and 
turn to Him in prayer about the things which concern them.  This includes matters concerning themselves and 
matters concerning others in the family of God.  

Paul had heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus and of their love for all the saints.  For this, Paul was thankful 
and regularly mentioned these believers to God in his prayers.  Their love was not limited to just those in their 
own community, but included all the saints.  The fact that Paul had heard of their faith gives evidence that their 
faith was not merely a mental ageement to ideas, but was an integration of their faith into their lifestyle that was 
seen by others.  They showed their faith by acts of love toward other believers.  1John 4:7 says, "Beloved, let us 
love one another:  for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." 

Paul prayed for three distinct things for these believers.  But first of all he asked, "that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the father of glory may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowldge of him."  This is the 
second time that he refers to the "God of our Lord Jesus Christ."  In verse three of this chapter, he said, "Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."  H. A. Ironside wrote, "Because the eternal son became man 
for our redemption, it is right to speak of the God of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Because His relationship is ever that 
of Son, it is equally right to speak of God as His father."

When Paul asks that God give these Ephesian believers "the spirit of wisdom and revelation," Paul is not asking 
that the Holy Spirit be given to these believers.  They each received the Holy Spirit at the very moment that they 
believed (trusted) in Jesus as Savior.  The Holy Spirit who indwells each believer gives that individual insight in 
understanding truths from the Word of God.

An unbeliever may read the Word of God and it falls blankly and coldly upon their minds.  He has no 
understanding of that which he is reading.  It is boring and uninteresting, unless the Holy Spirit speaks to him 
and shows him that he is a sinner in need of the Savior.  A believer reading the Word of God finds new truths 
that speak to his heart and that cause him to apply these truths to his daily living.  It is as though God is 
speaking diectly to him, and He is.  This is what Paul was praying, that these saints at Ephesus, and also we who 
read this letter, would receive new insights and knowledge concerning the things of God. 

Some passages of Scripture which we have read many times in the past may suddenly open up a whole new 
concept that had previously been hidden from us.  Perhaps a pastor was expounding on it in a sermon, or it was 
explained in a new way by a Biblical scholar whose book you were reading.  Or perhaps the understanding 
came upon you as you were reading the passage for the hundredth time.  The Holy Spirit uses many means to 
instruct us in God's Word.  Spending time in God'sWord and meditating upon it is a way to make ourselves 
receptive to the Holy Spirit's teaching.
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John 17:3, says "And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent."   Knowing God is only possible for the one who has received the Holy Spirit at his new birth.  It 
is more than knowing about God, but it is knowing Him as a person.  Knowing what God thinks about sin and 
about mankind and about His Son is revealed to us through His Word and the Holy Spirit's teaching.

H. A. Ironside wrote,  "Every believer to a certain extent has the knowledge of Christ, but the original word 
knowledge in Ephesians 1:17 (KJV) implies more than that.  It is not merely knowledge as such; it is really 
super knowledge, or full knowledge: 'That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him.'  Perhaps you know Him as your Savior, as the 
One who has redeemed you from everlasting destruction, as glorious Head of the church, with whom are linked 
by the Holy Spirit.  He would have you to know Him even better, for there are riches in Christ that you may be 
sure you have never yet enjoyed."

"The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his  
calling, and what is the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.  And what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power." – Ephesians 1:18-19

These two verses give us the three distinct petitions of Paul's prayer.

1. "That the eyes of your [heart] being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His calling."

2. "And what is the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints."

3. "And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power."

The KJV reads "the eyes of your understanding," but it is not the intellect that Paul is speaking of, but the heart. 
Romans 10:10 tells us, "For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation."  It is with the heart that we understand divine realities.  Many intellectually brilliant men 
have no understanding of spiritual things.  They are atheistic skeptics and they mock and ridicule the Word of 
God and those who believe it.

The "hope of his calling" refers back to verse four where it says "He hath chosen us....that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love."  Some day we will see Him as He is, and be like Him. That is the "hope 
of His calling."  1 John 3:2, 3 – 'Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be:  but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And every man 
that hath this hope in him purifith himself even as he is pure."

The second of Paul's three petitions is "the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints."    In verse seven, 
we read that we received "redemption...the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace."  We are 
enjoying the "riches of his grace" presently, and in the future we will have "the riches of his glory."   In the 
future, Christ will take possession of a redeemed universe through His saints and we will reign with Him.  In 
the Old Testament, Canaan was His inheritance, but He took possession of it through His people Israel.

The third petition that Paul made to the Lord for the Ephesians is "what is the exceeding greatness of His power 
to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power."  God is the source of all power, and 
while we are living in fellowship with Him, we have access to His power.  Verse 20 tells us that God's power 
was exercised when He raised Christ from the dead.  The power that did that is the same power that works in 
and through us.  Paul does not mention the power that parted the Red Sea or the power that healed men of their 
diseases.  Instead, he tells of the ultimate showing of God's power – the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is that 
same power that works in and through believers who are in fellowship with Him.
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"Which he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,  
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:" – 
Ephesians 1:20-21

After Christ rose from the dead and walked on the earth for 40 days, He ascended into heaven where He was 
seated at the right hand of God.

Mark 16:19 – "So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven and sat on the 
right hand of God."

Acts 2:33 – "Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted and having received of the Father the promise of  
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear."

Acts 7:55 – "But he [Stephen] being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God."

Acts 7:56 – "And said, Behold, I [Stephen] see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right  
hand of God."

Romans 8:34 – "Who is he that condemneth?  It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."

Colossians 3:1 – "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God."

Hebrews 10:12 – "But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God."

1 Peter 3:22 – "Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject unto him."

Jesus, in His position at the right hand of God, rules over all angels of whatever rank.  The words principality, 
power, might, dominion, and authorities are terms referring to the hosts of angels that serve the Lord and also to 
the evil angels (demons) that are opposed to God and that serve Satan.

We see these terms in the following verses:

Romans 8:38, 39 – "For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,  
nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Ephesians 3:10 – "To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known 
by the church the manifold wisdom of God."

Ephesians 6:12 – "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,  
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."

Colossians 1:16 – "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:  all things were created by him,  
and for him."

Titus 3:1 – "Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to 
every good work."



Ephesians Lesson 6 – Page 29

No believer in Jesus Christ can rightfully say that he has no power to resist temptation, or to overome a bad 
habit such as smoking.  The power of the resurrection is available to us through Jesus Christ to conquer all our 
sinful habits.

"And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,  
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all." – Ephesians 1:22-23

The term "head over all things" emphasizes Christ's authority.

Matthew 8:17-20 – "And when they saw him, they worshipped him:  but some doubted.  And Jesus came and 
spake unto them saying, 'All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.  Amen." 

John 17:2 – "As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 
thou hast given him."

John 5:27 – "And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man."

Jesus Christ is not only elevated far above all the angels and demons, but "all things" have been put under His 
foot.  At the present time, everything is not subject to Christ, but He is seated in the heavenlies and at the right 
time in the future all things will acknowledge Him and submit to His rightful rule.

Isaiah 45:23 – "I have sworn by myslf, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not  
return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear."

Romans 14:11 – "For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God."

Philippians 2:10 – "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth.,"

The last verse of this chapter tells us something that was not revealed in the Old Testament.  It tells us that the 
church is the body of Christ.  Verse 22 tells us that Christ is the head of the church.  But the head requires a 
body, and the body is composed of those born again believers since the chuch was implented at Pentecost. 
Therefore, the church completes Christ, and during this present age Christ is revealing Himself to the world 
through the church.

What a responsiility we bear to represent Christ to the world-- to show His grace, His holiness, His love, and 
His hatred for sin.  If we, then, are hated , mocked, ridiculed, or persecuted for our faith, it is actually Christ that 
they hate, mock, ridicule, or persecute.

John 15:20 – "Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. 
If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will  
keep yours also."

Acts 9:16 – "For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake,"

Romans 8:17 -- "And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together."


