
“An average of some 425 Christian believers 
are being murdered daily for their faith.” 

(Fair Dinkum E-zine #53)
==================================================================

Pakistan: Asia Bibi—Death Sentence

from www.persecutionblog.com

On Nov. 8, Asia Bibi was sentenced to death by a judge in 
Pakistan, according to The Voice of the Martyrs contacts. The 
judge also fined Asia $1,190 (U.S.) and told her she had seven 
days to appeal the decision. VOM contacts reported that her 
attorney will appeal the sentence.

Asia was arrested by police on June 19, 2009, and charged with 
blasphemy after she engaged in a religious discussion with co-
workers. Many of the local women, including Asia, worked on 

the.farm of Muslim landowner Muhammad Idrees. During their work, many of the Muslim 
women had pressured Asia to renounce Christianity and accept Islam. Her family is one of only 
three Christian families in a village of more than 1,500 families

On June 19, there was an intense discussion among the women about their faith. The Muslim 
women told Asia about Islam, and, according to VOM sources, Asia responded by telling the 
Muslim women that Christ died on the cross for our sins. She told them Jesus is alive. “Our 
Christ is the true prophet of God,” she reportedly told them.

Upon hearing this response, the Muslim women became angry and began to beat Asia. Then 
some men took her and locked her in a room. They announced from mosque loudspeakers that 
she would be punished by having her face blackened and being paraded through the village on a 
donkey.

Local Christians informed the police, who took Asia into custody before the Muslims could carry 
out their plan. She is currently being held at the police station in Nankana city. Christians there 
had urged the police not to file blasphemy charges, but police claimed that they had to go 
forward because of pressure from local Muslim leaders.

VOM is assisting Asia’s family and urges you to continue praying for Asia and her family during 
this difficult time. Pray that her appeal will be successful and that God will act on her behalf. 
Pray that Christians in Pakistan will continue to stand for Christ.

Posted by Stacy L. Harp in Christian Persecution
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More about Asia Bibi
The case originated in Pakistan's Punjab province when a group of female Muslim laborers 
complained that Bibi had made derogatory comments about the Prophet Mohammed.  According 
to CNN, the women alleged that Bibi said, "the Quran is fake and your prophet remained in bed 
for one month before his death because he had worms in his ears and mouth.  He married 
Khadija just for money and after looting her, kicked her out of the house."  A police investigation 
was opened, which led to a trial and guilty verdict for Bibi.  The AFP reports:

Sentencing her to hang, Judge Naveed Iqbal "totally ruled out" any chance that Asia was falsely 
implicated, and said there were "no mitigating circumstances", according to a copy of the verdict 
seen by AFP.

Bibi is proclaiming her innocence and says that she is being persecuted for her Christian beliefs 
in a Muslim majority nation, says the Telegraph. 

Human rights groups are condemning the verdict, and her husband, Ashiq Masih, told the AFP 
that he would appeal the verdict. 
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Iran: Pastor Sentenced to Death
from www.persecution.com

Christians in Iran are reporting that Pastor Youcef Nardarkhani has been sentenced to death for 
what is called a “thought crime.” VOM contacts confirm that the pastor’s trial was held in recent 
weeks in the 11th Chamber of The Assize Court of the province of Gilan, but a formal verdict 
has not yet been delivered by the court.

Pastor Youcef, a leader in the Full Gospel “Church of Iran” network, is one of several members 
of his church who have been imprisoned. The Iranian government has also threatened his wife 
with life imprisonment and has threatened to take away their two children, who are currently 
being cared for by relatives. Pastor Youcef was arrested in October 2009 after protesting a 
decision by the government requiring that his son study the Quran.

Media reports suggest that Pastor Youcef was transferred to Lakan prison, which is supervised by 
the Political Police of the Islamic Republic. If a death sentence is officially handed down by the 
court and Pastor Youcef is executed, his would be the first judicial execution of a Christian in 
Iran in two decades.

This arrest is the latest in a series of arrests of believers in Iran in the past year. Eighty-three 
Christians are known to have been arrested in Iran since the beginning of 2010. Of those, 65 were 
subsequently released, but 18 are still believed to be in custody.

The Voice of the Martyrs stands with and supports persecuted believers in Iran. VOM encourages 
you to pray for Pastor Youcef, his family and other believers in prison. Ask God to protect them 
and to embolden them to proclaim his name in the face of great persecution.

Posted: October 15, 2010
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Martyrs of Christ are never buried.. they are sown....   (John 12:24)

This true story dates back to the time when North Korea and South Korea were 
engaged in a big conflict.  As a result Christian preachers were targeted by the 
Communists.  In such a tense situation a group of 40 activists kidnapped a 
preacher,his wife and two children.  They took them to the outskirts of the city. 
They forced the preacher to deny Christ and that he will no longer preach that 
Christ is Lord.  But the preacher refused.  They threatened him saying that they 
will bury him, his wife and children alive.  But the preacher did not budge.  As if 
to prove that they were serious, they started digging a hole right in front of them. 
But they could not get a word out of him.  This aroused their anger and they 
placed the four of them in the hole. 
Now they began playing on his emotions.  "Because of your stubbornness your 
innocent children are going to die in right in front of your own eyes.  Deny Christ 
and we shall leave you ".  But the preacher did not relent.  Finally they started 
filling up the hole.  Still the preacher remained unmoved.  The hole was filled up 
gradually and now the children were about to be covered.  Slowly the preacher 
started getting shaky.  He was torn between emotions.  The cries of his little 
children moved him.  But realizing this the preacher's wife told him, "Within a 
little while we shall all be with our Lord forever.. Be bold and do not give up." 
These words encouraged him and he did not relent.  As a result all of them were 
buried alive.  The news of this tragedy shocked many.  The Christians of South 
Korea were shaken.  "Why did God allow this to happen?  The preacher preached 
about Christ.  He was killed.  What wrong did his wife and children do ?"  These 
were the questions that rent the air.  The preachers were confused and found it 
difficult to answer these questions.  Years rolled by.  This was the time of the great 
revival in South Korea.  This was the time when the renowned preacher Paul 
Yongi Cho was the pastor of the biggest congregation in the world. 
One day during the service a man rose up and told the surprised audience that he 
was one among the 40 persons who buried the preacher and his family and he 
proceeded to explain the details of the gory incident.  He said that he was moved 
by the courage and conviction of the preacher who did not deny Christ even at the 
point of death.  He had wanted to know who that Jesus was and in the process he 
had been convicted and had accepted Christ as his Savior.  Moreover all the 40 
involved in that incident had at some point in their lives been saved and were 
members of Paul Yongi Cho's church.  It took many years to understand why God 
had permitted that incident.  God had used the death of those 4 people save 40 
more.


